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1 
 

 

When we speak of ȰThe Grand Canyonȱ it must be understood that the Canyon 

does not start at the edge of the precipice. Nor is it an arbitrary line on a map, but 

rather it is the sumɀtotal of the entire area surrounding those edges. 

ñ Stephen Verkamp 1 

INTRODUCTION  

 

MAPPING GRAND CANYON focuses on maps on which the Grand Canyon is labeled by one of its 

four Western-derived names during the past two and a half centuries, though without particu -

lar formality or consistency.2 The four principal sections are Puerto de Bucareli (1777ɀ1884), 

Big Canyon (1853ɀ1910), Great Canyon (1853ɀ1879), and Grand Canyon (1868ɀpresent). 

(For a general introduction to the evolution of these names, see Naming the Grand Canyon. 3) 

 This compendium may ignore important interpretive  and human-focused information on 

the maps that might be more significant to cartographical historians; for example, the revision 

of political geographies. Instead, most citations herein contain chorographical points that concern 

_________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________ _____________  

t FACING PAGE   Figure A , m ap and detail.  George H. Billingsley and Haydee M. Hampton, ñPhysiographic Rim of 

the Grand Canyon, Arizona ò, U.S. Geological Survey, Open -File Report 99 -30  (1999) , 1 sheet (37 ½  x 27 ¾ 

inches), scale 1:250,000 , contour intervals 25 and 50 m . [In 1999 a paper copy of this map could be ordered from 

the USGS. Today the map is available only as a downloadable PDF file, with digital -data files available 

(https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/ofr9930 ; last accessed  3 January 2025 ).  See chorographical notes, p. 258 .]  

 
1 Stephen Verkamp, ñTestimony to the Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands of the House 

Committee on Natural Resources, November 3, 2011ò (originally a web resource of the U.S. House of 

Representatives, ñwww.naturalresources.house.gov/UploadedFiles/VerkampTestimony11.03.11.pdfò, 4 pp., but link 

was no longer valid in August 2021 ). See instead in the published record, ñStatement of Stephen Verkamp, 

President, Verkampôs Inc.ò, pp. 100-109 in H.R. 1980, H.R. 2070, H.R. 2621, and H.R. 3155 : legislative hearing 

before the Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands of the Committee on Natural Resources, U.S. 

House of Representatives, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, First Session, Thursday, November 3, 2021 : Serial No. 

112 -81  (U.S. Government Print ing Office, Washington, D.C., 2012). Verkamp testified as a long - time Grand 

Canyon resident and president of the family interest, Verkampôs, Inc. His grandfather was John G. Verkamp (1877 ï

1944), a pioneer who in 190 2 established a n independent  souvenir and curio shop in a tent at Grand Canyon . The 

firm that grew from it  survived for more than a century before the family  retired from the concessionairesô business 

and  turned the property over to the National Park Service . The building  is now a historically focused visitorsô center 

and residence for partic ipants in the ñIn Residenceò artists and astronomers programs.  

2 Citations are extracted and further annotated from Earle Spamerôs Cartobibli ography of the Grand Canyon and 

Lower Colorado River Regions in the United States and Mexico  (5th Edition, 2025, Volume 2 of The grand canon  

series ). Overall coverage in Volume 2 is far more com prehensive since it embraces  a larger geographic region and 

includes more illustrations of unique or scarce maps.  
3 Earle E. Spamer, Naming the Grand Canyon  (Ravenôs Perch Media, 2024). The abstract and links to  this publication 

are on p. 10 herein . 

 

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/ofr9930
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the physical geography of the region; specifically, the Grand Canyon mapped by its various 

names, and its immediate surroundings. However, once maps of the 20th and 21st centuries are 

encountered in the chronological presentations, less focus is had on the descriptions of mapped 

physical features because by then the region is well mapped, correctly presented, and under 

one name (Grand Canyon), when this thus becomes a current cartobibliography for the canyon. 

 In my chorographical notes I use some specific terminology that describes the reach of the 

Colorado River shown on a mapɂusually starting at the Gulf of California. This is because the 

headwater or other upstream areas depicted between maps vary greatly; their labels may geo-

graphically deviate on generations of maps; and the inclusion or omission of tributary streams 

likewise varies. Thus, the head of the gulf serves as a generally fixed reference point (even 

where it is malformed on early plans), so the geographic order of the narrative ȰÇÏes against the 

ÆÌÏ×ȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÖÅÒȢ !Ô ÍÙ ÄÉÓÃÒÅÔÉÏÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÏÆ the river; 

these are clear in context, such as when the Colorado follows a cartographically imaginative 

course across the Grand Canyon region. 

 The creator credit for a map might differ significantly from the credit given by other cartog-

raphers and bibliographers because this cartobibliography generally uses the date of publica-

ÔÉÏÎ ɉÁÎÄ ÔÈÕÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÉÌÉÔÙɊ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÄÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÐȭÓ ÄÅÌÉÎÅÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

 Regarding the dates of maps, I sometimes have had to rely on the intrepretations made by 

library catalogers, especially when maps contain no evidence of a date on them. I only ask the 

ÕÓÅÒȭÓ ÆÏÒÂÅÁÒÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÁÄ ÏÒ ÉÓ ÏÐÅÎ 

to subjective interpretation given the passage of time. In any case, as much information as pos-

sible is given here in order to identify the works and to convey information by which they can 

be found, should they be needed for more in-depth study or to re-cite tem. 

 Mapping Grand Canyon is a documentary effort, describing how the Grand Canyon region of 

North America was portrayed on published maps, correctly or incorrectly. This is less a contri-

bution to cartobibliography in its strictest sense, although in a few instances it does correct or 

amplifies the work of earlier cartobibliographers. Some chorographical notes include brief 

descriptions of tributaries and other regional streams. One of particular note appears on 

numerous 19th century maps of the Southwest where there is delineated some variant or trans-

laÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÃÕÌÉÁÒÌÙ ÎÁÍÅÄ Ȱ2ÉÖÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÌÆÕÒÏÕÓ 0ÙÒÁÍÉÄÓȱɂÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ Ȱ2ÉÏ ÄÅ ÌÁÓ 

0ÉÒÁÍÉÄÅÓ 3ÕÌÆÕÒÅÁÓȱȟ Ȱ2Ȣ ÄÅ ÌÏÓ 0ÙÒÁÍÉÄÅÓ 3ÕÌÆÕÒÃÁÓȱ ɍsicɎȟ Ȱ2Ȣ ÄÅ 0ÙÒÁÍÉÄÅÓȱȟ ÁÎÄ Ȱ2Ȣ 0ÙÒÁÍÉÄȱȟ 

ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÍÁÒËÁÂÌÙ ÂÕÔÃÈÅÒÅÄ Ȱ2ÉÏ ÄÅ ÌÏÓ 0ÁÎÁÍÉ ÄÅÓ ÓÕÒÆÕÒÃÁÓȱ ɉÓÅÅ The grand canon  

Volume 2 for additional and more complete citations than are indicated in Mapping Grand 

Canyon). This is a name derived from the 18th century Spanish cartographer Bernardo de Miera 

de Pacheco, who had accompanied the DomínguezɀEscalante Expedition of 1776. His manu-

script map(s) were among those that Alexander von Humboldt relied upon when he was in 

Mexico in 1803, where he sketched out his magnificent map of New Spain (formally published 
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ÉÎ ρψπψ ÁÎÄ ρψρρɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÒÉÖÅÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÉÓ Á ÃÏÒÒÕÐtion, as masterfully explained by C. Gregory 

Crampton, who indicated that the Virgin River had been called the Rio Sulfureo (Sulphurous 

River) or the Rio Sulfureo de los Piramides (Sulfurous River of the Pyramids). Humboldt 

miswrote it as Rio de las Piramides Sulphureas that thereafter was translated as the river of the 

sulphurous pyramids! Crampton explained: 

. . . it is clear that the word pyramid is intended to describe the mountainous towers and 

ÔÅÍÐÌÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ɍÅØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎȭÓɎ ÔÒÁÉÌ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÔÈ ÏÆ ÉÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ 

headed back toward New Mexico. This may be regarded as the first description of the 

intricately carved escarpments peculiar to the southern exposures of the High Plateaus of 

Utah which find classic expression in Zion National Park and Monument not far from the 

Spanish Trail of 1776.4 

 Some maps, particularly those of the first two-thirds of the 19th century, may be recog-

nized as noteworthy for the display of frequently changed political boundaries; so one may 

wonder why note is not made of these in Mapping Grand Canyon. This cartobibliography 

focuses on the physical geography of the Colorado River country; the political boundaries dis-

played on these maps are not usually important in this context. In fact, the same base map 

might have been used by a publisher in order to issue a map on which only the political 

boundaries were revised (not the physical geography). This was only a matter of convenience 

for the cartographer or the atelier. New discoveries about physical geography, which might 

have called for a more wholesale revision of a map, either were not known to the map makers 

and sellers or were ignored for the sake of expedient sales. The reuse of severely outdated base 

maps simply to present redrawn political geographies, or those that were used indiscriminately 

for convenienceɂÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ Á ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÒȭÓ ÔÒÕÍÐÅÔÉÎÇ ȰÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÆÏÒÔÈɂ

needlessly unleashed floods of misrepresented geographies that carried forward past their 

primes. In some cases, a single atlas may include maps that overlap geographically but which 

display obviously different information (examples are shown in The grand canon  Volume 2). 

The commercial map publishers should have known better, though in some cases even the 

government cartographers are caught in the act. 

 If one pays close attention, one will see the onward representation of the same, often inac-

curate, geographical elements along with the arrival of new elements (incorrectly  and properly 

displayed alike). Of course, most representations of the courses of rivers on these older maps 

are diagrammatic, not the results of careful surveys (which was rarely the case). Many maps 

anyway had been prepared to display political boundaries and spheres of influence, more so 

than physical geography. Some depictions of river courses are honestly conjectural, perhaps 

delineated with dashed lines; many, though, are simply contrived. People generally understood 

that these areas were effectivelyɂif not utterlyɂunknown to Western eyes and minds. What 

 
4 C. Gregory Cra mpton, ñHumboldtôs Utah, 1811ò, Utah Historical Quarterly , Volume  26 , no. 3 ( July 1958 ) , p . 275.  
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were drawn onto maps, then, were simply indications that a river was knownɂor saidɂto be 

present there, somewhere. And so a line was drawn, its twists and turns we today are too eager 

to view superciliously, which were really for interpretive effect, ÔÈÁÔ ȰÈÅÒÅ Á ÒÉÖÅÒ ÆÌÏ×Ó.ȱ But, 

for an off-corner of the world such as the southwestern part of North America, copying and 

plagiarizing geographic information, especially in earlier times, was not only convenient, but 

expedient and largely unremarked. 

  Mapping Grand Canyon does not describe maps from the viewpoints of human history and 

the development of cartography, but expresses the nature of physical features of the Grand Can-

yon region in temporal perspective, following ÔÈÅ ÕÓÁÇÅ ÏÆ 'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎȭÓ ÖÁÒÉÁÎÔ ÎÁÍÅÓ since 

the late 18th century. 

 Attentive users of this volume are bound to discover omissions, which are not intentional. 

Although a bibliographical list of maps provides a useful service, Carl I. Wheat clearly explained 

(specifically for his monumental work on the Transmississippi West of North America) that it is 

impossible, at least for one person, to pursue a perfect record of comprehensive listings: 

Books about maps, . . . or indices, or bibliocartographies, or catalogues, or even the most 

learned discourses on the maps of related areas cannot be accepted or used as substitutes for 

personal examination of the maps themselves [. . .] To those familiar with the history of this 

vast western area, it will be obvious that no investigator could in his lifetime hope to see and 

list all the maps that in some fashion bear upon its complex story. 5 

 Nonetheless, I hope that these citations, confined as they are geographically, temporally, 

and chorographically, also inspire some users to embark on reading journeys (made ever more 

possible by the numbers of maps accessible online) into the realms of always-evolving studies 

of cartography. The old never is outdated when its materials are looked at with refreshed 

vision. 

Cross-listings to Wheat.   Throughout this cartobibliography, informational cross-listings are 

made to the five-volume cartobibliographical compendium of Transmississippi West maps by 

Carl I. Wheat (1954ɀ1963 and reprintings) that is a definitive checklist on the subject. Some-

ÔÉÍÅÓ ÉÔ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ Á×Ë×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÕÓÅȟ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÁÔ 7ÈÅÁÔȭÓ ÓÅÑÕÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÅÎÕÍÅÒÁtion of maps in his 

cartobibliographies do not follow in order within his greatly informative narrative text, but the 

ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅȟ ÃÈÒÏÎÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÏÒÄÅÒÅÄ Ȱ"ÉÂÌÉÏÃÁÒtogÒÁÐÈÙȱ (as he called it) in each volume is more 

suited to that purpose. Each volume also contains numerical indices.6 

 
5 Carl I. Wheat,  Mapping the Transmississippi West, 1540 -1861. Volume One. The Spanish entrada to the Louisiana 

Purchase, 1540 -1804  ( Institute of Historical Cartography , San Francisco, 1957), pp. 7, 9 -10.  
6 For a combined index to all volumes, see Seavey, Charles A. Mapping the Transmissis sippi West, 1540 -1861  : an 

index to the cartobibliog raphy . Winnetka, Illinois: Speculum Orbis Press, for Map and Geography Round Table, 

American Library Association, Map and Geography Round Table, Occasional Paper no. 3, 1992.  
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 The Wheat cross-listings refer to volume number, then, following convention, the map 

ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÁÓ ÌÉÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ 7ÈÅÁÔȭÓ Ȱ"ÉÂÌÉÏÃÁÒÔÏÇraphy.ȱ )Æ Á ÍÁÐ ÉÓ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅÄȟ Á ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅ ÎÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ 

appended to the cross-listing, which indicates its page placement in the volume. For example, 

WHEAT I:170  [with illustration facing  p. 92]  would usually be cited only ÁÓ Ȱ7ÈÅÁÔ 1χπȱȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÁÄÄ ÔÈÅ 

volume number (Roman numeral ȰIȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ) as a matter of convenience for users who 

may not be familiar with the cut-off points of enumeration through 7ÈÅÁÔȭÓ five volumes in six 

books; and the illustration, sometimes pages away, is cited as a more complete bibliographical 

assistȢ 7ÈÅÁÔȭÓ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÅÃÕtive, 1ɀ1302, though with an omission or two and a few 

expansions by the use of suffixed letters. The separate volumes that are cited in Mapping Grand 

Canyon, and their cross-listing identifiers, are as follows: 

Wheat, Carl Irving. 1954 ï1963. Mapping the Transmississippi West, 1540 ï1861 .  . . .   San Francisco: 

The Institute of Historical Cartography, 5 volumes in 6  (1957 -1963) .  (Vol. 1 printed by the Grabhorn 

Press, Vols. 2 -4 by Taylor and Taylor, and Vol. 5 by the James Printing Co.)  

WHEAT I :__  1957. Mapping the Transmississippi West, 1540 -1861. Volume One. The Spanish 

entrada  to the Louisiana Purchase, 1540 -1804.  San Francisco: Institute of Historical 

Cartography, xiv, 264 pp.  

WHEAT II :__  1958. Mapping the Transmississippi West, 1540 -1861.  Volume Two.  From Lewis and 

Clark to Fremont, 1804 -1845.  San Francisco: Institute of Historical Cartography, xiii, 

281 pp.  

WHEAT III :__  1959. Mapping the Transmississippi West, 1540 -1861. Volume Three. From the Mexican 

War to the boundary surveys, 1846 -1854.  San Francisco: Institute of Historical 

Cartography, xiii, 349 pp.  

WHEAT IV :__  1960. Mapping the Transmississippi West, 1540 -1861.  Volume Four.  From the Pacific 

railroad surveys to the onset of the Civil War, 1855 -1860.  San Francisco: Institute of 

Historical Cartography, xiii, 260 pp.  

WHEAT V:__  1963. Mapping the Transmississippi West, 1540 -1861. Volume Five. From the Civil War 

to the Geological Survey. Part One  [and] Part Two.  San Francisco: Institute of Historical 

Cartography, Part One , pp. i -xviii, 1 -222 ; Part Two , pp. 223 -487 .  [The 

ñbibliocartography ò for both parts appears in Part Two.]  [ Wheat notes further: ñAlthough 

the limiting dates for the whole work are 1540 -1861, as set forth on the title page, I have 

found it desirable .  .  . to consider a number of maps published after the stated dates. In fact, 

this volume contains a rather extended discussion of significant maps published all through 

the 1860ôs, and a final chapter touches upon various notable maps of the 1870ôsðand even a 

few of still later date, down to 1884 ðwhich one way or another round out the work.ò (Volume 

V, Part One, p. xi)]  

 Given that 7ÈÅÁÔȭÓ volumes are relatively difficult to access outside of specialized libraries, 

ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄ ÓÔÅÅÐ ÐÒÉÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏËÓÅÌÌÅÒȭs market, they have also been reprinted 

in facsimile, in reduced size and without benefit of the few fold-out plates. (None of the fold-out 

plates are, incidentally, pertinent to the present cartobibli ography.) As a matter of convenience, 

I list these special and on-demand reprints here: 
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NO DATE  Storrs -Mansfield, Connecticut: Maurizio Martino, and Parsippany, New Jersey: About 

Books, 5 volumes in 6.   [1995?]   [ñThis reprint is strictly limited to 350 copiesò (title-page 

verso).]  

2004  Mansfield Centre, C onnecticut: Martino Publishing; two states: 6 volumes in 3, and 6 

volumes in 2 .  [Omits fold -outs.]  

 When referring to the cross-listings to Wheat, bear in mind that he has arranged items 

chronologically according to the dates they were created, not necessarily the dates of 

publication (publication dates are usually referred to in the present cartobibliography). Some-

times, several (even many) years can separate the dates. Herein, a modified style of citation may 

record differently from Wheat, particularly in the attribution of creator. The differences are 

imposed by Wheat, who relied (as a cartobibliographer) on the aspects of origin and historical 

order rather than to the aspects of publication. Further, this cartobibli ography cites information 

as it appears in the publication, whereas some cartobibliographers, like Wheat, may cite 

interpreted information. Often, particularly with early maps, information is ambiguous and a 

bibliographer must in the end defer to interpretation. (Recall, too, that Wheat includes manu-

script materials in his cartobibliography. Only a few significant manuscripts are cited in the 

present cartobibliography; these are specially flagged in their appropriate places, by year of 

creation.) 

___________________________________________________ 

POSTSCRIPT 

Ȱ-ÁÐÐÉÎÇ 'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎȱ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ɉ!ÒÉÚÏÎÁ 3ÔÁÔÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ ςπρωɊ*  

This conference was held at Arizona State University February 28ɀMarch 1, 2019, organized by Matthew 

Toro, Director of Maps, Imagery, and Geospatial Services, ASU Hayden Library, Map and Geospatial Hub 

(https://lib.asu.edu/geo ). There is no printed conference proceedings volume, but videos of pre-

sentations at the conference have been posted online (https://lib.asu.edu/mapping -grand-canyon-

conference/program [March 2019; last accessed 18 December 2024]) . 
 

Arizona State University  
 

 2019  2.27858  Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State 

University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], 44 pp. [including 

covers].  [ Program  available only in digital format  from the Map and Geospatial Hub 

website.  A ñGold Sustainability Certified Eventò.]  

Titles of the presentations are indicated in the citations of abstracts below, to which have been added 

other related publications by some of these authors. The citations have been copied from topically dis-

tinct  parts of The grand canon  Volume 1, Part B, or references are made to other citations therein, as 

indicated by the prefixes to the Item Numbers. 
 

___________ ____  

* Spamerôs Mapping Grand Canyon , independently titled, was not associated with the ASU conference.  

https://lib.asu.edu/geo
https://lib.asu.edu/mapping-grand-canyon-conference/program
https://lib.asu.edu/mapping-grand-canyon-conference/program
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Avila, Theresa  

 

 2019  17.2321  Tracing the history of Native American communities in relation to the Grand Canyon 

[ ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : 

Arizona State University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 15.  

 

Field, Kenneth  

 

 2019  15.1053  Mapping death in Grand Canyon [ ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : 

February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona 

State University], p. 25.  

   [ NOTE: See the online map, ñOver the Edge: Death in Grand Canyonò, by Kenneth Field, 

http://carto.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=9359a0790ffe4bc09edd

6b9c17a43b90  (accessed 9 March 2019 ; last accessed 9 December 2024 ).  Inspired by 

the book,  Over the Edge: Death in Grand Canyon  (Michael P. Ghiglieri and Thomas M. 

Myers, 2012, 2nd ed., Puma Press, Flagstaff, Arizona [a 3rd ed. is available, 2024]).   A 

print version of an earlier rendition of the map, ñOver the Edge in 3D: Death in Grand 

Canyonò, by Kenneth Field and Damien Demaj, is online at 

http://downloads.esri.com/MappingCenter2007/blog/Jul12Images/GrandCanyon_EsriUC2

012.pdf  (accessed 9 March 2019 ; last accessed 9 December 2024 ).]  

 

Fry, Michael  

 

 2019  21.7745  How Washburn mapped the ñHeart of the Grand Canyonò [ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping 

Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State University, 

Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 12.  

 

Griffin, Dori  

 

 2010  2.24687  Reading maps, writing landscapes: Cartographic illustration in  Arizona, 1912 -1962.   

Doctoral dissertation, Arizona State University, 358 pp.  

 

 2011  2.16032  Mapping an imaginary Arizona: George Avey, Arizona Highways , and illustrated 

cartography.  Journal of Arizona History , 52(3) (Autumn): 245 -270.  

 

 2013  2.18606  Mapping wonderlands  : illustrated cartography of Arizona, 1912 -1962.   Tucson: 

University of Arizona Press, 219 pp.  

  

 2019  2.27856  Cartoon maps of canyonland [ ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : 

February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona 

State University], p. 21.  

 

Kaplinski, Matt A.  

 

 NO DATE  22.862  Mapping the channel of the Colorado River in Grand Canyon.   [No place]: Teledyne 

Reson, Inc., [5] pp.  (SeaBat Case Stories.)  [2013 or 2014.]  

 

 2019  22.1176  Mapping the Colorado River corridor in Grand Canyon for ecosystem monitoring 

[ ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : 

Arizona State University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 23.  

 

Karlstrom, Karl E.  

 

 2019  21.7746  Geologic mapping of Grand Canyon, 150 years and counting [ ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping 

Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State University, 

Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 14.  

 

http://carto.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=9359a0790ffe4bc09edd6b9c17a43b90
http://carto.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=9359a0790ffe4bc09edd6b9c17a43b90
http://downloads.esri.com/MappingCenter2007/blog/Jul12Images/GrandCanyon_EsriUC2012.pdf
http://downloads.esri.com/MappingCenter2007/blog/Jul12Images/GrandCanyon_EsriUC2012.pdf
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Manone, Mark  

 

 2019  21.7747  The 1923 Birdseye Expedition: First maps of the Colorado River through Grand Canyon 

[ ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : 

Arizona State University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 22.  

 

Oetting, Edward C.  [Oetting, Ed]  

 

 2019  13.4290  Legislating the boundaries: Redrawing the map in 1925 [ ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping Grand 

Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State University, Tempe.   

[Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 10.  

 

Patterson, Tom  

 

 2019  21.8305  Mapping Grand Canyon National Park [ ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping Grand Canyon 

Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State University, Tempe.   [Tempe, 

Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 9.  [Keynote address.]  

 

 2021  21.8306  The Heart of the Grand Canyon.  International Journal of Cartography , 7(2): 121 -127.  

[Regarding the topographic map by Bradford Washburn (see National Geographic Society, 

Cartographic Division, 1978, ITEM NO . 24.357; and slightly smaller variant for publication 

with the July 1978 issue of National Geographic , ITEM NO . 24.145; also later eds.).  

 

Quartaroli, Richard D.  

 

 2019  2.27855  John Wesley Powell and crewôs 1869 Grand Canyon river mapping: What did they know 

and when did they know it? [ ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : 

February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona 

State University], p. 16.  [ NOTE: At the time of presentation the title had been changed 

to ñóThe Great Unknownô of river mapping: What did Powell and the 1869 crew know and 

when did they know it?ò] 

 

Runge, Peter  

 

 2019  2.27854  Footprints on the sands of time: Retracing Harvey Butchartôs exploration of the Grand 

Canyon through his annotated Matthes -Evans maps [ ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping Grand 

Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State University, Tempe.   

[Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 13.  

 

Semken, Steven  [Semken, Steve]  

 

 2019  14.1395  Place-based teaching and learning at Grand Canyon: In -person and virtual [ ABSTRACT].  

In:  Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State 

University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 26.  

 

Smith, Stephanie  

 

 2019  19.6083  Mapping Grand Canyon for conservation [ ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping Grand Canyon 

Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State University, Tempe.   [Tempe, 

Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 27.  [Grand Canyon Trust.]  

 

Spindler, Robert  

 

 2019  2.27857  Celebrating with archives: Building ñ100 Years of Grandò [ABSTRACT].  In:  Mapping 

Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State University, 

Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 24.  [Cursory abstract for Arizona 

State University Libraryôs online presentation.] 
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Toro, Matthew  

 

 2019  2.27859  Welcome.  In:  Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : 

Arizona State University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 4.  

[Table of Contents (p. 2) lists this as ñA Note from the Conference Directorò.] 

 

 2019  2.27851  Mapping Grand Canyon ðover 150 years of cartographic change, Part 1 [ ABSTRACT].  In:  

Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State 

University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 8.  

 

 2019  2.27852  Mapping Grand Canyon ðover 150 years of cartographic change, Part 2 [ ABSTRACT].  In:  

Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State 

University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 20.  

 

 2019  2.27968  Mapping the Grand Canyon ðover 150 years of cartographic change [ ABSTRACT].  In:  

Minckley, Thomas (chair), John Wesley Powell and his legacy on American geography and 

future in the arid West [ SESSION ].  American Association of Geographers, Annual Meeting .  

[Accessible online: https://aag.secure -

abstracts.com/AAG%20Annual%20Meeting%202019/abstracts -gallery/20949 ; last 

accessed 9 December 2024 .]  

 

 2019  2.29052  Rescaling geography: Grand Canyon exploratory and topographic mapping, 1777 -1978.  

In:  Pearson, Byron E. (guest ed.), Grand Canyon National Park at 100.  Journal of Arizona 

History , 60(4) (Winter): 621 -654.  

 

Upchurch, Jonathan  

 

 2019  21.7744  Creation of the Matthes -Evans topographic map of the Grand Canyon [ ABSTRACT].  In:  

Mapping Grand Canyon Conference  : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State 

University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 11.  

 

 2020  21.8208  Creation of the Matthes -Evans topographic map of the Grand Canyon.  In:  Quartaroli, 

Richard D. (compiler, ed.), Celebrating 100 years of Grand Canyon National Park, 

February 2019 : a gathering of Grand Canyon historians : ideas, arguments, and first -

person accounts.   Grand Canyon, Arizona: Grand Canyon Association [and Grand Canyon 

Historical Society], pp. 136 -141.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________  

  

https://aag.secure-abstracts.com/AAG%20Annual%20Meeting%202019/abstracts-gallery/20949
https://aag.secure-abstracts.com/AAG%20Annual%20Meeting%202019/abstracts-gallery/20949
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Naming the Grand Canyon 

by Earle E. 3ÐÁÍÅÒ ɉ2ÁÖÅÎȭÓ 0ÅÒÃÈ -ÅÄÉÁȟ ςπςτɊ 

[3 MB PDF, 48 pp.] 

https://ravensperch.org/wp -content/uploads/2024/12/Naming -GC.pdf  

or 
https://www.academia.edu/126066343/Naming_the_Grand_Canyon  

ABSTRACT ɂ 4ÈÅ ÏÒÉÇÉÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ Ȱ'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎȱ ÉÓ ÕÎËÎÏ×ÎȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ 

neological invention of John Wesley Powell in 1869, as is often retold. Earlier in the 

ρωÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Ȱ"ÉÇ #ÁÎÙÏÎȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔ #ÁÎÙÏÎȟȱ ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁ-

tion of the term by which French-speaking mountain men may have described itɂun 

grand cañonȢ "ÏÔÈ ÁÐÐÅÌÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÏÆ Ȱ'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎȟȱ 

but only for a couple of decades. The earliest known non-Indigenous term, Puerto de 

Bucareli, was conferred in the diary of the Franciscan friar Francisco Garcés when he 

visited the Havasupai people in 1776, the first non-Native person known to have 

reached the Grand Canyon since a party of Spanish conquistadores arrived on the rim 

236 years earlier, in 1540 (who are not recorded as having given it a name). Ingenious 

misspellings of the puerto appeared on manuscript and printed maps in the 18th and 

ρωÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÉÅÓ ÂÕÔ ÉÔÓ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ 'ÁÒÃïÓȭÓ mountain pass for the Colorado River 

was never remembered, nor did it label an entire canyon. The origins for each 

Ȱ#ÁÎÙÏÎȱ ÎÁÍÅȟ ÔÈÏÕÇÈȟ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ mysteries, including the first known appearance of 

Ȱ'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎȱ ÉÎ ρψυχ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÉÓÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÉÎÇÌÙ ÌÁÃËÅÄ ÁÎ admission of neologism or 

credit to another source. This has not dissuaded travelers and writers from exploiting 

the name for other landscapes around the world or from exercising it in a superfluity 

ÏÆ ÁÎÁÌÏÇÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÔÁÐÈÏÒÓȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄȟ ÁÎ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȟ Ȱ7ÈÏ ÎÁÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ 

'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎȩȱ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÕÎÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌȟ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÁÔ .ÁÔÉÖÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÁÄ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÆÒÏÍ 

time immemorial that affirm long spiritual and cultural associations with the canyon. 

 

https://ravensperch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Naming-GC.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/126066343/Naming_the_Grand_Canyon
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ONLINE  map  RESOURCES 

A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER of maps can be found as digitized resources on institutional, organiza-

tional, agential, and commercial websites around the world. Bearing in mind that the content 

and accessibility of these web-based resources may continually change (or even disappear) it 

is a very worthwhile effort to spend some time (a lot of time, preferably) perusing these 

digitized offerings. 

 A substanial number of the maps cited herein were located and examined virtually. At 

no time was this more appreciated than during the COVID-19 pandemic, when many of these 

resources were key to this ongoing project, viewed comfortably from home. A surprising 

number of them were in resolutions sufficient for very close examination. Special acknow-

ledgment and thanks must be extended to the institutions and agencies who had their web-

sites up and running during that worrisome time; and more generally, to all of the reposi-

tories and online sources that over the past couple of decades have made their cartographical 

products and rare books accessible to remote users. All of it has been astonishingly helpful; a 

prospect that to meɂnow a digitally confident collections-based researcher, librarian, and 

archivistɂwas unimagined at the start of my career a half century ago when almost every-

thing was examined in person or with less agreeable photographic reproductions. 

 Some important sources of digitally accessible maps are listed belowɂit is not implied 

to be a complete list, as online searches for specific maps will reveal numerous other sources. 

The major libraries offer digital access to printed and manuscript maps from past centuries as 

well as more contemporary productions. Agencial sources can provide maps that are perti-

ÎÅÎÔ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅÎÃÉÅÓȭ ÅØÉÓÔÅÎÃÅȠ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÁÙ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÍÁÐÓ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÈÉÓ-

torical out-of-print and superseded maps, as is most dramatically shown in the U.S. Geological 

Survey sites online. 

 The websites listed here have been especially useful to my own research into maps of 

the American Southwest. 

ALL LINKS WERE VALID AS OF 9 DECEMBER 2024 
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MAJOR LIBRARIES 

Library of Congress 

https: //www.loc.gov/maps/  

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University 

https: //beinecke.library.yale.edu/  

Bibliothèque nationale de France 

https: //www.bnf.fr/fr/bnf -catalogue -general  

or more specifically the BnF digital collections 

https: //www.bnf.fr/en/gallica -bnf -digital - library  

MAJOR COLLECTIONS 

The David Rumsey Map Collection 

(at the David Rumsey Map Center, Stanford University Libraries) 

https: //www.davidrumsey.com/  

Smithsonian Institution Libraries 

https: //library.si.edu/digital - library  

or this particular boolean-search focus 

https: //www.si.edu/search?edan_q=library%2BAND%2Bmap&  

U.S. GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management maps 

https: //www.blm.gov/maps  

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) National Map 

https: //www.usgs.gov/the -national -map -data -delivery/topographic -map -access -points  

USGS Geologic Map Database 

https: //ngmdb.usgs.gov/ngmdb/ngmdb_home.html  

U.S. National Archives 

https: //catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch  

https://www.loc.gov/maps/
https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/
https://www.bnf.fr/fr/bnf-catalogue-general
https://www.bnf.fr/en/gallica-bnf-digital-library
https://www.davidrumsey.com/
https://library.si.edu/digital-library
https://www.si.edu/search?edan_q=library%2BAND%2Bmap&
https://www.blm.gov/maps
https://www.usgs.gov/the-national-map-data-delivery/topographic-map-access-points
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/ngmdb/ngmdb_home.html
https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch
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INTERAGENCY RESOURCES 

National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program 

(U.S. Geological Survey, Association of American State Geologists, and 

individual state geological surveys) 

https: //www.usgs.gov/programs/national -cooperative -geologic -mapping -program/about  

OTHER ACADEMIC RESOURCES 

Arizona State University Library, Map and Geospatial Hub 

https: //lib.asu.edu/geo  

University of Arizona 

!ÒÔÉÃÌÅ Ȱ4ÈÅ !ÒÉÚÏÎÁ %ÌÅÃÔÒÏÎÉÃ !ÔÌÁÓȡ ! .Å× 2ÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ )ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ 4ÏÏÌȱ ÂÙ *ÅÁÎÎÅ 0ÆÁÎÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ 

Danielle Carlock in Issues in Science and Technology Librarianship (Fall 2004) 

https: //journals.library.ualberta.ca/istl/index.php/istl/article/view/1996  

with the interactive text reposted to 

https: //journals.library.ualberta.ca/istl/index.php/istl/article/view/1996/1907  

The Arizona Electronic Atlas was superseded by Arizona Geospatial Data and Maps 

https: //uair.library.arizona.edu/item/292543/browse -data  

 

COMMERCIAL WEBSITES OF ANTIQUARIAN MAP DEALERS 

Some firms retain digital presentations of their past sales in addition to current offerings, 

although the illustrations of their stock are both opportunistic and perhaps short-lived. While 

a number of these websites host images at sufficient resolution for close scrutiny, other 

websites do not. WÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ȰÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ-ÂÁÓÅÄȱ as a whole like those of 

academic institutions, such sites are worthwhile sources for the inspection of particular maps 

when they show up in the market. Established firms also may have well-researched informa-

tion about the historical significance of a map with notes on cartographers and ateliers. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

https://www.usgs.gov/programs/national-cooperative-geologic-mapping-program/about
https://lib.asu.edu/geo
https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/istl/index.php/istl/article/view/1996
https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/istl/index.php/istl/article/view/1996/1907
https://uair.library.arizona.edu/item/292543/browse-data
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Egloffstein, Dutton, and Matthes  

A Bibliographical Review of Pioneer Mapping of Grand Canyon  

 
 

THREE MEN, neatly a generation apart, provided the most significant, pioneering maps of the 

Grand Canyon. 

 Friedrich Wilhelm von Egloffstein  (1824ɀ1885) delineated the first map of the canyon 

(1861), stunningly embracing its entire extent but later widely discussed for its improbable 

depiction of the main portion of the canyon (see Figure 13 [p. 94] herein). The shortcomings are 

not the tricks of geographical invention but because he was not able to properly survey the 

territory during a relatively brief dash across the northern tier of New Mexico Territory in 

1858; in fact, he never saw the eastern Grand Canyon. Egloffstein also delineated a number of 

scenic views taken during the expedition, which also have been the subject of discussion. The 

effort was nonetheless masterful. (John Strong Newberry had produced the first geological map 

ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎ ÒÅÇÉÏÎ ÕÓÉÎÇ %ÇÌÏÆÆÓÔÅÉÎȭÓ ÍÁÐ ÁÓ Á ÂÁÓÅȟ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρψφρ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ 

of the Ives expedition, but the geology thereon is superficial.) (See also herein the section on the 

Egloffstein model of the Grand Canyon map and later variants; p. 93 and following.) 

 Clarence Edward Dutton  (1841ɀ1912) is acclaimed for producing the magnificent Atlas 

that accompanied his Tertiary History of the Grand Cañon District (1882), which includes the 

first comprehensive geological maps for the canyon. 

 François Émile Matthes  (1874ɀ1948) surveyed most of the eastern portion of Grand 

Canyon in 1902ɀ1903 to produce the first large-scale topographical map quadrangles.  Particu-

larly well known to generations of geologists and map enthusiasts is the Bright Angel quad-

rangle (see Figure 34 [p. 218] herein), which with later-produced geological maps of the quad-

rangle are used to this day in introductory geology courses. 

Egloffstein  
 

Anonymous  

 

 1860  21.5084  [Notice of maps by F. W. von Egloffstein from the Ives expedition.]  In: Journal of 

Proceedings [ SECTION ] .  Academy of Science of St. Louis, Transactions , 1: 712.  

 

 1862  21.5085  [Notice of maps by F. W. von Egloffstein from the Ives expedition.]  In: Proceedings of 

the Stated Monthly M eeting, May 15, 1862.   Franklin Institute, Journal  (Philadelphia), 

Series 3, 43 (June): 414 -415.  

 

 1862  21.5086  New mode of map engraving.  Mechanicsô Magazine (London), New Series, 8 (July 25): 

49.  [Notice of maps by F. W. von Egloffstein from the Ives expedition.]  
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 1863  21.5088  New mode of map -engraving.  In: Timbs, John, The year -book of facts in science and art  

[for 1862].  London: Lockwood and Co.  [Notice of maps by F. W. von Egloffstein from 

the Ives expedition.]  

 

 1863  21.5087  New method of map construction.  In: Wells, David A. (ed.), Annual of scientific 

discovery: or, Year -book of facts in science and art for 1863 .  Boston: Gould and Lincoln, 

pp. 185 -186.  [Notice of maps by F. W. von Egloffstein from the Ives expedition.]  

 

Delesse,   AND  Laugel (Messieurs)  [Delesse, Achille,   AND  Laugel, Auguste]  

 

 1862  21.5082  Extraits de g®ologie pour lôann®e 1861.  Annales des Mines  (Paris), Series 6, Mémoires, 

2: 427 -590.  [See pp. 431 -432, ñCartes topographiquesò; maps by F. W. von Egloffstein 

from the Ives expedition.]  [In French.]  

 

 1862  21.5083  Revue de g®ologie pour lôann®e 1861.  Paris: Dunod.  [See pp. 5 -6, ñCartes 

topographiquesò; maps by F. W. von Egloffstein from the Ives expedition.]  [In French.]  

 

Demhardt, Imre Josef  

 

 2011  21.5690  Friedrich Wilhelm von Egloffstein, the Ives -expedition to the Grand Canyon (1857 -58), 

and the first shaded relief maps of a portion of the United States.  In: 25th International 

Cartographic Conference, Paris, Proceedings, 3 -8 July 2011 , paper CO -453, [5] pp.  

 

 2012  21.5725  ñAn approximation to a birdôs eye view, and is intelligible to every eye [. . .]ò.  Friedrich 

Wilhelm von Egloffstein, the exploration of the American West, and its first relief shaded 

maps.  In: Liebenberg, Elri, and Demhardt, Imre Josef (eds.), History of Cartography  : 

International Symposium of the ICA Commission, 2010.   Heidelberg, Dordrecht, London, 

and New York: Springer, pp. 57 -74.  (Volume series: Lecture Notes in Geoinformation 

and Cartography, 6; Subseries: Publications of the International Cartographic Association 

(ICA).)  [Square brackets and ellipsis are part of title.]  

 

 2013  21.6778  Die Pionierkarten des Colorado River in Schummerungsmanier von Friedrich Wilhelm von 

Egloffstein.  Cartographica Helvetica  (Fachzeitschrift für Kartengeschichte) 

(Schweizerische Gesellschaft für Kartographie, Arbeitsgruppe Geschichte der 

Kartographie) (Murten), (47): 13 -26.  [In German.]  

 

Hudson, Alice  

 

 2002  2.9541  Joseph Ivesô exploration of the Grand Canyon; von Egloffsteinôs fanciful Colorado River.  

In: Cohen, Paul E., Mapping the West  : Americaôs westward movement, 1524-1890 .  New 

York: Rizzoli International Publications, pp. 176 -177.  

 

Krygier, John B.  

 

 1990  2.11580  The landscape images of Baron Frederick W. von Egloffstein, topographic artist in the 

American West, 1853 -1859.   Masterôs thesis, University of Wisconsin at Madison, 209 pp.  

[Friedrich Wilhelm von Egloffstein.]  

 

 1997  2.9492  Envisioning the American West: Maps, the representational barrage of 19th century 

reports, and the production of scientific knowledge.  Cartography and GIS , 24(1): 27 -50.  

[ Cartography and Geographic Information Systems .]  [One of the main focuses of the 

paper is on the maps and illustrations by Friedrich W. von Egloffstein.]  

 



m a p p i n g  g r a n d  c a n y o n  

Bibl iographica l Review of Pioneer Mappers Eglof fs tein, Dutton, and Matthes  

 

 

 

17 
 

Lðw  

 

 1861  30.622  ñRio Colorado of the West, explored by Lieut. Jos. C. Ives, under the Direction of the 

Office of Explorations and Surveys A. A. Humphreys, by order of the Hon. John B. Floyd, 

Secretary of War 1858, drawn by Frhr. F. W. v. Egloffstein.  Map. No. 1. M. 1: 380,160.  

Map. No. 2. M. 1: 760,320. New -York. gr. fol.ò  Zeitschrift für Allegemeine Erdkunde , New 

Series, 10: 477 -478.  [Review of the two Egloffstein maps (see ITEM NOS .  25. 493, 25.494) 

that accompany J. C. Ives (1861, ITEM NO . 2.3584)]  [Signed, ñLðwò [ sic ] ; Oscar Loew?]  

[In German.]  

 

Madsen, Steven K.  

 

 2010  2.17061   Exploring desert stone  : John N. Macombôs 1859 expedition to the canyonlands of the 

Colorado.   Logan, Utah: Utah State University Press, 273 pp., map.  [Map reprinted in 

facsimile, loose in rear pocket: Map of explorations and surveys in New Mexico and Utah 

made under the direction of the Secretary of War by Capt. J. N. Macomb Top l. Eng rs . 

assisted by C. H. Dimmock, C. Eng r.  (Lettering by John L. Hazzard.  Ruling by Samuel 

Sartain.)  New York: Geographical Institute, Baron F. W. von Egloffstein, 1 sheet, scale 

1:760,320.]  [ NOTE: The region explored is extralimital to this Cartobibliography , but the 

map does include the region of the easternmost Grand Canyon and Marble Canyon, which 

also depicts the ñSupposed junction of the Rio Colorado & Flax Riverò (i.e.  Little Colorado 

River).  See remarks on the map in Madsenôs chapter, ñThe Bones and the Mapò (pp. 

108 -116).  The 1876  Macomb map is cited in the present volume in the ñGrand Canyonò 

section , ITEM NO . 25. 871 ).]  

 

Miller, David  

 

 2013  2.19709  Baron von Egloffstein and the first published images of Grand Canyon.  In: Quartaroli, 

Richard D. (compiler, ed.), A rendezvous of Grand Canyon historians  : ideas, arguments, 

and first -person accounts  : proceedings of the Third Grand Canyon History Symposium, 

January 2012.   Flagstaff, Arizona: Grand Canyon Historical Society, pp. 171 -177.  

[Friedrich Wilhelm von Egloffstein.]  

 

Miller, Jeremy,   AND  Herzog, Lena  

 

 2012  2.16493  The long draw; on the trail of an artistic mystery in the American West.  Harperôs 

Magazine , 324(1940) (January): 50 -59.  [Regarding the ñunrecognizableò illustrations by 

Friedrich von Egloffstein in J. C. Ivesô 1861 report on exploration of the Colorado River 

and Grand Canyon; they possibly depict Black Canyon of the Gunnison River.]  

 

Newberry, John Strong  

 

 1861  24.378  Geological Map No. 2 : prepared by J. S. Newberry M.D. geologist of the expedition .  

Accompanying:  Newberry, John S., Geological report [Newberry, 1861, ITEM NO . 21.2455].  

In: Ives, Joseph C., Report upon the Colorado River of the West, explored in 1857 and 

1858 by Lieutenant Joseph C. Ives, Corps of Topographical Engineers, under the direction 

of the Office of Explorations and Surveys, A. A. Humphreys, Captain Topographical 

Engineers, in charge.  By order of the Secretary of War.   Washington, D.C.: U.S. 

Government Printing Office, 4 maps on 1 sheet, scale 1:760,320.  (Volume: U.S. 36th 

Congress, 1st Session, Senate Executive Document [no number], Serial 1058 .)  

    NOTE: The geologic map portrays geology by Newberry, overprinted in color on 

shaded - relief map by F. W. von Egloffstein , Map No. 2, Rio Colorado of the West, 

Explored by 1 st . Lieut. Joseph C. Ives, Top l. Eng rs . under the direction of the Office of 

Explorations and Surveys, A. A. Humphreys, Capt. Top l. Eng rs . in charge, by order of 

Hon. John B. Floyd, Secretary of War.  1858.  (Egloffstein, 1861,  ITEM NO . 25.494 ) [from 

head of navigation of Colorado River to Fort Defiance, including Grand Canyon].  The 
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geologic map accompanies only the Senate Executive Document variant (Ives, 1861, ITEM 

NO. 2.3585)  ( fide  WAGNERïCAMP 375 , p. 648) . 

    NOTE on collation of maps.   Although some sources may indicate that the maps are 

laid in loose, the copy of the Senate variant held in the American Philosophical Society, 

presented by J. S. Newberry, is in its original binding, wherein the two Egloffstein 

topographic maps are fold -outs following the second free leaf of the volume, preceding 

the plate titled ñGeneral Report; Profileò and the frontispiece.  The two Newberry geologic 

maps are fold -outs following Part III.]  

 

 1876  21.2458  Geological report.  In:  Macomb, J. N., Report of the exploring expedition from Santa Fé, 

New Mexico, to the junction of the Grand and Green Rivers of the Great Colorado of the 

West, in 1859, under the command of Capt. J. N. Macomb, Corps of Topographical 

Engineers (now Colonel of Engineers) : with Geological Report by Prof. J. S. Newberry, 

geologist of the expedition.   Washington: Government Printing Office, pp. 9 -118, map 

(fold -out sheet following p. 148, scale 1:760,320).  [Farquhar (1953) gives imprint for 

volume as Government Printing Office (as denoted by imprint on title -page); U.S. 

Geological Survey, Bulletin 746 gives imprint as Washington, U.S. Army Engineer 

Department (as is denoted by masthead on the title -page).]  [The map contains a 

separate imprint: ñGeographical Institute, Baron F. W. von Egloffstein, No. 164 

Broadway, N. York.  1864.ò  The 1864 date is the date of engraving.  Publication was 

delayed until 1876, in part due to the Civil War and post -war administrative and financial 

difficulties.]  [ NOTE: The region explored is extralimital to this Cartobibliography , 

but the map does include the region of the easternmost Grand Canyon and 

Marble Canyon, which also depicts the ñSupposed junction of the Rio Colorado & 

Flax Riverò (i.e.  Little Colorado River). ]  

 

Rowan, Steven  

 

 2012  2.17340  The baron in the Grand Canyon  : Friedrich Wilhelm von Egloffstein in the West.   Columbia 

(Missouri) and London: University of Missouri Press, 208 pp.  

 

U.S. Science Advisory Board  

 

 1934  2.15317  Standards of American cartography as a graphic art need elevation.  [1st] Report of the 

Science Advisory Board, July 31, 1933 to September 1, 1934.   Washington, D.C.: U.S. 

Science Advisory Board, p. 179.  (U.S. Science Advisory Board, Report.)  [Includes note 

of Eglofstein [ sic , Egloffstein] maps and Ives Expedition.]  

 
 

Dutton  

 

Numerous contemporary notices and abstracts of Duttonôs Tertiary History  (1882) will be found in Parts 2 and 21 of 

The grand canon  Volume 1 , Part B ; and reviews of Duttonôs publication as well as its later reprintings will be found 

in Part 30. Some of the contemporary notices are by prominent American and European geologists of the day. Many of 

these likely take note of Duttonôs maps, although the citations in Volume 1 do not generally indicate the content of 

those notices. A few citations of specific interest are included in the list below.  

 

Anonymous  

 

 1885  2.19433  ñUnited States Geographical and Geological Survey of the Rocky Mountain Region.   

Contributions to North American Ethnology.  Vol. 5.ò  The Bookseller  (London), (335 ) 

(October 8) : 981.  [Includes note : ñThe series of Government publications now issuing 

from the Department of the Interior of the United States promises to form a most 

valuable and instructive national monument.  The volumes already published show that 

no pains or expense have been spared in their preparation, as may be seen in the really 



m a p p i n g  g r a n d  c a n y o n  

Bibl iographica l Review of Pioneer Mappers Eglof fs tein, Dutton, and Matthes  

 

 

 

19 
 

magnificent work of Captain Dutton on the óTertiary History of the Grand Canon District ô 

with its fine collection of plates of that region.ò] 

 

Anderson, Robert Stewart  

 

 1977  2.9517  A biography of Clarence Edward Dutton (1841 -1912), 19th century geologist and 

geographer.   Master ôs thesis, Stanford University, 126 pp.  

 

Aalto, K. R.  

 

 2017  21.7712  Clarence Duttonôs geology.  In:  Mayer, W., Clary, R. M., Azuela, L. F., Mota, T. S., and 

Woğkowicz, S. (eds.), History of geoscience : celebrating 50 years of INHIGEO.  

Geological Society (London), Special Publication 442 , pp. 229 -238.  [ International 

Commission on the History of Geological Sciences .]  

 

Coles, J.  

 

 1884  21.4115  New maps.  Royal Geographical Society, Proceedings, and Monthly Record of Geography , 

New Monthly Series, 6(4 ) ( April) : 237 -244.   [See pp. 243 -244: ñUnited States.ðAtlas to 

accompany the Monograph on the Tertiary History of the Grand Canon District, by 

Captain Clarence E. Dutton, U.S.A., Department of the Interior, United States Geological 

Survey.  J. W  . [ sic ] Powell, Director, Washington 1882.  Julius Bien and Co. L ith. New 

York.ò  Itemizes all sheets and adds (from Duttonôs ñList of Atlas Sheetsò): ñIt is to be 

regretted that the survey of this portion of the country is not yet sufficiently advanced to 

admit of the construction of two additional sheets required to complete the cartography of 

the Grand Cañon District. It was desired that this atlas should contain the two sheets 

lyin g west of sheets XXII. and XXIII.  of this atlas, but although much material has been 

obtained for their construction, much more is still required. No attempt to supply the 

defect has, therefore, been made in the present work ò.] 

 

Dana, James D.  

 

 1882  30.66  ñTertiary History of the Grand Cañon District; by Clarence E. Dutton ò.  American Journal 

of Science , Series 3 , 24 : 81 -89.  

 

Dutton, Clarence E.  

 

 1882  21.6855  The Tertiary history of the Grand Cañon district; with atlas.  U.S. Geological Survey, 

Monograph 2 , 264 pp.  [quarto ]; Atlas, 23 sheets  [double folio].  

 

Geikie, Archibald  

 

 1883  30.108  ñThe Tertiary History of the Grand Cañon District ò.  Nature  (February 15) : 357 -359.  

[Review of Dutton (1882).]  

 

Halliday, William R.  

 

 2008  21.4352  Clarence Edward Dutton (1841 -1912); geologist, major of ordnance, man of letters.  GSA 

Today  (Geological Society of America), 18(6) : 48 -49.  [Rock Stars feature.]  

 

Lakes, Arthur  

 

 1913  21.6148  Freehand sketching in the mining and engineering field.  Mining Science , 68 (August): 73, 

74 [frontispiece], 92 -96.  [See p. 95: ñHow the art of pictorial sketching may combine 

with that of geological research is well shown in the line skethes of Mr. W. H. Holmes, 

artist and geologist on the Hayden survey, who excelled in both capacities.  His drawing 
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of the Grand Canyon of the Colorado in Haydenôs atlas is the most wonderful geological 

sketch, we believe, on record.ò (ENTIRE NOTE )   Confused with Holmesô affiliation and C. E. 

Duttonôs atlas, a product of the Powell survey.] 

 

Margerie, Emm. de  [Margerie, Emmanuel de]  

 

 1883  21.4305  Sur la monographie du Grand Cañon du Colorado, par le Capitaine Dutton.  Société 

Géologique de France, Bulletin , Series 3, 11: 529 -539.  [A summary of Dutton (1882).]  

[In French.]  

 

Merrill, George P.  

 

 1889  21.6720  Report on the Department of Lithology and Physical Geology in the U.S. National Museum 

for the year ending June 30, 1886.  From: Report of the United States National Museum 

under the direction of the Smithsonian Institution for the year ending June 30, 1886.  In: 

Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, showing the 

operations, expenditures, and condition of the institution for the year ending June 30, 

1886.  Part II.   Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, pp. 239 -244.  

[Smithsonian Institution, Annual Report, 1886.]  [See pp. 243 -244: ñOther miscellaneous 

materials on exhibition are  . . . fifteen geological views, including the large plates from 

Duttonôs atlas of the Grand Ca¶on of the Colorado of the West; seventeen relief models, 

or relief maps.  These last are given in detail below:  *  *  *   XI. The Grand Cañon of the 

Colorado of the West and Cliffs of Southern Utah.  Scale: vertical, 1 inch=5,000 feet; 

horizontal, 1 inch=2 miles.  Modeled by E. E. Howell.  Size, 6 feet 6 inches by 6 feet 7 

inches.  Issued by Ward and Howell.  U.S. Geological Survey.ò]  [Regarding the model 

(relief map), see Howell (no date [1875], ITEM NO . 24.309 ).]  

 

Orme, Antony R.  

 

 2007  21.7718  Clarence Edward Dutton (1841 -1912) : soldier, polymath and aesthete.  In: Jackson, P. N. 

Wyse (ed.), Four centuries of geological travel; the search for knowledge on foot, bicycle, 

sledge and camel.  Geological Society  (London) , Special Publication s, (287):  271 -286.  

[ See also  cover of volume.]  

 

Renevier, E.  

 

 1885  21.5854  Capt Clarence E. Dutton, U.  S. A.ðAtlas accompagnant la monographie du Grand Canon 

District, Washington, 1882, publié par le U.  S. Geological Survey.  In: Bulletin Scientifique 

[ SECTION ] .  Archives des Sciences Physiques et Naturelles  (Genève), Series 3, 13: 435 -

437.  [In French.]  

 

Stegner, Wallace  

 

 NO DATE  2.5989  Clarence Edward Dutton, an appraisal.   Salt Lake City : University of Utah Press, 19, [3]  

pp.  [1935.]  [Five copies known.]  [See also 2006.]  

 

 1978  2.6003  The scientist as artist : Clarence E. Dutton and the Tertiary history of the Grand Cañon 

District.  In: ñThe most sublime of all earthly spectacles ò; the Grand Canyon and two of 

its most eminent biographers.  American West , 1 5 (May/June ) : 17 -19, 61.  

 

 2006  2.10706  Clarence Edward Dutton  : an appraisal .  (Foreword by Philip L. Fradkin .)  Salt Lake City : 

University of Utah Press, xvi, 23 pp.  [Stegner ôs text, pp. 1 -23, reproduced in facsimile.]  
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Trautschold, H.   [Trautschold, Gustav Heinrich Ludwig Hermann ]  

 

 1884  21.4943  Ueber die neuesten arbeiten der Nordamerikanischen Staatsgeologen.  Société Impériale 

des Naturalistes de Moscou, Bulletin , 58 [for 1883] (Part 2) (4): 337 -346.  [Article signed 

with date of ñApril 1884ò.]  [Overview of Dutton (1882, ITEM NO . 21.918 ).]  [In German.]  

 

Matthes  

 

Various biographical and memorial notices of Matthes, taken from Parts 2 and 4 of The grand canon  Volume 1 , Part 

B, take note of his Grand Canyon mapping work. Matthesôs own publications relate to field work during the 1902 -1903 

Grand Canyon survey.  

 

Anonymous  

 

 1902  2.13844  [Note from G. H. Matthes.]  In: News From the Classes [ SECTION ] .  The Technology 

Review  (Massachusetts Institute of Technology), 4(1) (January): 392 -393.  [ñG. H. 

Matthes [Class of 1895] writes óthat his brother, F. E. Matthes, was recently selected 

commence a topographic map of the Grand Cañon of the Colorado River in Arizona. He 

left for the cañon March 17, and is now (April 27) making good progress. His work covers 

the Grand Cañon forest Reserve, which comprises the most beautiful section of the Grand 

Ca¶on.ò (ENTIRE NOTE )   Regarding François E. Matthes.]  

 

 1902  21.17  Map of the Colorado Cañon.  American Geographical Society, Bulletin , 34 : 366 -367.   

[Regarding the topographic mapping project by François E. Matthes.]  

 

 1903  21.5128  New survey of the Grand Cañon.  The Pacific Unitarian , 11(3) (January): 100 -101.  

[François E. Matthes mapping.]  

 

 1903  21.7673  The map of the Grand Canyon.  The School Journal , 76(2) (January 10): 56.  [François E. 

Matthes mapping.]  

 

 1903  21.6620  Grand Canyon map.  The American Inventor  (Washington, D.C.), 10(6) (February 1): 99.  

[Regarding the topographic mapping project by François E. Matthes.]  

 

 1903  21.5497  Survey of the Grand Canyon.  National Geographic Magazine , 14(4) (April): 162 -163.    

[Regarding the topographic mapping project by François E. Matthes.]  

 

 1903  21.5143  Eine Neuaufnahme des Cañons des Colorado.  In: Kleine Nachrichten [ SECTION ] .  Globus  

(Illustrierte Zeitschrift  für Länder -  und Völkerkunde) (Braunschweig) , 83(14) (April 9): 

227.  [Credited to ñBull. of the American Geogr. Soc. 1902, 4.ò (i.e. , Anonymous, 1902, 

ITEM NO . 21.17).]  [Regarding the topographic mapping project by François E. Matthes.]  

[In German.]  

 

 1903  21.5068  Un nuovo rilevame to del cañon del Colorado.  In: Notizie ed Appunti [ SECTION ] .  Società 

Geografica Italiana, Bollettino , Series 4, 4(4/5) (April/May) [anno 38, volume 40]: 421.  

[Credited to ñGlobus, Brunsvik, n. 14, 1903ò (i.e. , Anonymous, 1903, ITEM NO . 21.5143).]  

[Regarding the topographic mapping project by François E. Matthes.]  [In Italian.]  

 

 1903  21.5144  Nord -Amerika.  In: Geographische Neuigkeiten [ SECTION ] .  Geographische Zeitschrift  

(Leipzig) , 9(6): 347 -348.  [New topographic map of Grand Canyon from U.S. Geological 

Survey; i.e. , the topographic mapping project by François E. Matthes.  Credited to 

National Geographic Magazine , 1903: 162 (Anonymous, 1903, ITEM NO . 21.5497).]  [In 

German.]  
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 1903  21.6123  Der Grand Canon.  In: Notizen [ SECTION ] .  Zeitschrift für Schul -Geographie , 24(12): 386.  

[New topographic map of Grand Canyon from U.S. Geological Survey; i.e. , the 

topographic mapping project by François E. Matthes.  Credited to National Geographic 

Magazine , 1903: 162 (Anonymous, 1903, ITEM NO . 21.5497) and Geographische 

Zeitschrift , 1903(6) (Anonymous, 1903, ITEM NO . 21.5144).]  [In German.]  

 

 1906  21.6635  Map of Bright Angel quadrangle, Arizona.  The Mining World  (Chicago), 25(2) (July 14): 

32 -33.  [Regarding the U.S. Geological Survey topographic sheet by F. E. Matthes.]  

 

 1906  21.7037  Map of the Bright Angel quadrangle, Grand Canyon of the Colorado River, Arizona.  

Mineral Wealth  (Redding, California), 8(9) (July 15): 4 -5.  [Regarding the U.S. Geological 

Survey topographic sheet by F. E. Matthes.]  

 

 1911  21.6612  Government geologist gives university course.  Michigan Alumnus  (University of 

Michigan), 17(8) (May): 495.  [F. E. Matthes presents twelve lectures in topographical 

mapping; ñGrand Canonò noted.] 

 

 1911  21.6613  [Note.]  In: Scientific Notes and News [ SECTION ] .  Science , New Series, 33 (May 19): 766 -

767.  [ñMr. F. E. Matthes, of the U. S. Geological Survey, is delivering a course of twelve 

illustrated lectures with accompanying laboratory work before the students of the 

University of Michigan, the subject of the lectures being, óTopographic Mapping.ô  On May 

3, by invitation of the Michigan Chapter of Sigma Xi, Mr. Matthes told in a popular lecture 

óHow the Map of the Grand Canyon was made.ô  The maps of the Grand Canyon, Yosemite 

Valley and the new Glacier National Park have all been prepared by Mr. Matthes, who is 

now engaged upon the map of the new Mt. Ranier [ sic] National Park.ò (ENTIRE NOTE ) ]  

 

 1911  21.6614  Past events.  In: Campus Calendar [ SECTION ] .  Michigan Alumnus  (University of Michigan), 

17 (June): 533 -.  [ñWednesday, 3 [May] *  *  * F. E. Matthew [ sic ], of the U.  S. Geological 

Survey, addressed Sigma Xi on óHow the Map of the Grand Canon was Made.ôò (ENTIRE 

NOTE) ]  [F. E. Matthes.]  

 

 2019  2.28439  Unlocking secrets: Old maps reveal forgotten trails. Canyon Views  (Grand Canyon 

Conservancy), 26(2) (Summer): 5.  [François Matthes topographic maps of the Bright 

Angel and Vishnu quadrangles, as studied by Dennis Foster.]  

 

Austin, Noah  

 

 2020  21.8018  Putting the Canyon on the map.  Arizona Highways , 96(1) (January): 45.  [The Bright 

Angel quadrangle by François Matthes.]  

 

Brown, E. H.  

 

 1962  2.11869  [Review of] ñFrançois Matthes and the Marks of Time.   Yosemite and the High Sierra. ò By 

Fritiof Fryxell.  Geographical Journal , 128(4) (December): 537.  [The reviewed item does 

not pertain to Grand Canyon, but the reviewer i ncludes  note  of Matthesôs Grand Canyon 

work .]  

 

Desimini, Jill,   AND  Waldheim, Charles  

 

 2016  2.29967  Cartographic grounds : projecting the landscape imaginary.   New York: Princeton 

Architectural Press, 266 pp.  [Grand Canyon, see pp. 68, 70 -71: p. 70 illustrates in color 

the 1903 1:48,000 -scale Bright Angel quadrangle (François E. Matthes et al .) ( ITEM NO . 

24.709), which actually depicts a later ed. not identified by Desimini and Waldheim; and 

p. 71 illustrates to the same scale the National Geographic map, The Heart of the Grand 
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Canyon  (see variants under ñNational Geographic Society, Cartographic Division ò in this 

Cartobibliography ).]  

 

Foster, Dennis  

 

 2020  9.1739  Old maps and forgotten trails in Grand Canyon.  In:  Quartaroli, Richard D. (compiler, 

ed.), Celebrating 100 years of Grand Canyon National Park, February 2019 : a gathering 

of Grand Canyon historians : ideas, arguments, and first -person accounts.   Grand 

Canyon, Arizona: Grand Canyon Association [and Grand Canyon Historical Society], pp. 

62 -66.  [Not guides per se , but includes reproduction of map details from the Matthes 

ñBright Angelò and Vishnuò quadrangles, with brief descriptions and notes.] 

 

Fryxell, Fritiof  

 

 1955  4.87  Memorial to Francois Emile Matthes (1874 -1948).  Geological Society of America, 

Proceedings , (July): 153 -168.  

 

Matthes, François E.  

 

 1904  21.5627  [Extracts from letter of February 29, regarding topographical mapping in Grand Canyon.]  

From: Hayden, George W., 1895 [ SUBSECTION ] .  In: News from the Classes [ SECTION ] .  The 

Technology Review  (Massachusetts Institute of Technology), 6(2) (April): 288 -290.  

 

 1904  21.2080  Topographic methods used for the new detail maps of the Grand Canyon of the Colorado 

[ ABSTRACT] .  In: 58th Congress, 3rd Session, House Document 460 , p. 801.  [ Seen also  as 

an offprint, without imprint or pagination , (1 p.).]  

 

 1905  21.2081  Mapping the Grand Canyon.  The T echnology Review  (Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology) , 7(1 ) (January): frontispiece, 1-25.  

 

 1905  21.2082  Topographic methods used for the new detail maps of the Grand Canyon of the Colorado 

[ ABSTRACT] .  In: Report of the Eighth International Geographic Congress  : held in the 

United States 1904 .  Washington, D.C. : U.S. Government Printing Office, p. 801.   [8th 

International Geographical Congress.]  

 

 1927  2.4386  Breaking a trail through Bright Angel Canyon.  Grand Canyon Nature Notes , 2(6)  

(November 21): cover, 1-4 [entire issue] . 

 

 1928  2.27578  Breaking a trail through Bright Angel Canyon.  Arizona Highways , (January):.  

 

 1935  2.4387  Breaking a trail through Bright Angel Canyon.  In: History and exploration of the Grand 

Canyon region.  Grand Canyon Natural History Association, Natural History Bulletin 2 , pp. 

18 -22.  

 

 1962  21.7624  The Grand Canyon of the Colorado River.  [ Text on verso of: Bright Angel, Ariz.   U.S. 

Geological Survey, 1 sheet, scale 1:62,500, 15Ź quadrangle.]  [NOTE: Not a reproduction 

of the 1906 Matthes map (see ITEM NO . 24.133 ); recto of 1962 ed. indicates, ñTopography 

by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs taken 1954 and 1960.   Field 

checked 1962. ò  1962 ed. available with or without shaded relief.]  [The text on the verso 

of the 1906 map is by Levi F. Noble.]  

 

 1994  2.4388  Breaking a trail through Bright Angel Canyon.  In: Lamb, Susan (ed.), The best of Grand 

Canyon Nature Notes.   Grand Canyon, Arizona : Grand Canyon Natural History 

Association, pp. 2 -4.  [Reprinted from Grand Canyon Nature Notes , November  1927 , ITEM 

NO. 2.4386 .]  
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 2018  2.27579  Breaking a trail through Bright Angel Canyon.  In:  Stieve, Robert (ed.), Grand Canyon 

National Park : 10 decades of stories and photographs from Arizona Highways : 1919 -

2019.   Phoenix: Arizona Highways, pp. 11 -18.  [Reprinting of Matthes (1928, ITEM NO . 

2.27578).]  

 

Matthes, François E. ,   AND  Evans, Richard T.  

 

 1926  21.2086  Map of Grand Canyon National Park.  The Military Engineer , 18(99) : 188 -201.   [Mapping 

in Grand Canyon.]  

 

Oppel, Alwin   [Oppel, Edmund Alwin Guido]  

 

 1905  21.5200  Der achte internationale Geographische Kongress in den Vereinigten Staaten.  Deutsche 

Geographische Blätter , 28(1): 43 -56.  [8th International Geographical Congress.  See p. 

49, note of F. E. Matthesô map of Grand Canyon.]  [In German.]  

 

Upchurch, Jonathan  

 

 2019  21.7744  Creation of the Matthes -Evans topographic map of the Grand Canyon [ ABSTRACT].  In:  

Mapping Grand Canyon Conference : February 28 -March 1, 2019 : Arizona State 

University, Tempe.   [Tempe, Arizona: Arizona State University], p. 11.  [ NOTE: Video 

recordings of each presentation at this conference were posted online at this website: 

https://lib.asu.edu/mapping -grand -canyon -conference/program  (March 2019).]  

 

 2020  21.8208  Creation of the Matthes -Evans topographic map of the Grand Canyon.  In:  Quartaroli, 

Richard D. (compiler, ed.), Celebrating 100 years of Grand Canyon National Park, 

February 2019 : a gathering of Grand Canyon historians : ideas, arguments, and first -

person accounts.   Grand Canyon, Arizona: Grand Canyon Association [and Grand Canyon 

Historical Society], pp. 136 -141.  

 

Visher, S. S.  

 

 1948  4.259  Francois Emile Matthes, 1874 -1948.  Association of American Geographers, Annals , 38(4 ) 

(December) : 301 -304.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________  

https://lib.asu.edu/mapping-grand-canyon-conference/program
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EXPLANATION OF THE ITEM NUMBERS AND CROSS - LISTINGS  

 
E X A M P L E  

Wyld , James  

 

  WHEAT II :366  

 1825  25.1217  Map of North America Exhibiting the recent Discoveries, Geographical and Nautical; Drawn 

chiefly from the Authorities of M. de Humboldt, Lieutt.  Pike, Messrs.  Lewis and Clarke, Sir 

Alexr.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  Hearne, Coll.  Bouchette, Captns.  Vancouver, Ross, Parry & Franklin, also 

describing the Boundary Lines between the Territories of Great Britain[,] the United States, 

and the Mexican and Central States.  London Published by Jas.  Wyld, (successor to W. 

Faden) No. 5, Charing Cross.  Geographer to His Majesty; and to H.R.H. the Duke of York.  

March 1st.  1825.  [ 4 sheets.]  

     ñCaliforniaò and ñSonoraò are separated by ñGulf of Californiaò.  ñRio 

Coloradoò is depicted on a more or less straight northeast -southwest course 

between the head of the gulf and the confluence of ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan 

River) and ñR. Zaguananasò.  ñR. Jaguesilaò (Little Colorado River) is a tributary 

from the east, and at its confluence with the Colorado is the label ñPuerto de 

Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  A river (not labeled; Bill Williams River) is 

tributary to the lower Colorado River from the east.  A river (not labeled) with 

headwater forks is tributary to the lower Colorado farther south.  ñR. Gilaò is 

tributary to the Colorado from the east just before the Colorado reaches the gulf.  

 

Each citation in The grand canon  has a unique, but arbitrary, serial number referred to herein as 

an ITEM NUMBER ðin the example above the number is 25.1217 . It is composed of the number of the 

part of The grand canon  in which it had been cited  (Part ñ25.ò in the example), suffixed with a 

unique number within that part (ñ1217 ò in the example).  An ITEM NUMBER  is assigned when a citation 

is added to the bibliography, or when a citation is transferred from one part to another . ITEM NUMBERS  

did not appear in the 1981 and 1990/1993 print editions of the bibliography . 

The symbol  with text in dark blue   indicates a chorographical analysis provided for some maps. In 

this example, taken from the section that focuses on Puerto de Bucareli , the name is highlighted  for 

attention. All such  highlighted  names  in the four principal sections of this special cartobibliography  are 

as published ; there variants to each name.  

CROSS - LISTINGS  to ñWheatò, which appear at the top of some citations, indicate the mapôs listing in 

the five -volume cartobiblio graphical compendium of Transmississippi West maps by Carl I. Wheat 

(1954 ï1963, and reprintings) , a definitive study and checklist on the subject.  (For more information 

see the section on Wheat  in the Introduction  [ p. 4 ] .)  

The Item Numbers displayed in the c artobibliography divulge their original topical placements in 

Volume s 1 or 2 of The grand canon . Originally, Part 25 of Volume 1 was consigned to listing 

ñgeneral mapsò, but these all were transferred to Volume 2 when the Cartobibliography of the Grand 

Canyon and Lower Colorado River Regions  was created, in 2021 . Also copied (not transferred) to 

Volume 2 were all specialized maps, such as geological maps, which also now remain in different parts 

of Volume 1, Part B (Bibliography) in order to maintain their placement in the topical parts to which 
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they belong. (See more about this in Volume 2 of The grand canon .) Thus the Item Numbers 

displayed in Mapping Grand Canyon  will also indicate their topical placement in The grand canon  

overall.  

Prefixes are:  

 2. copied from Part 2  (general works )  

 9. copied from Part 9 (travel and trail guides)  

 10. copied from Part 10 (Colorado River guides)  

 11. copied from Part 11/Section 2A (separately published geologic maps  and special topographic 

maps  in the lower Colorado River region, which complement the geology citations for the 

Lower Colorado River region separate -coverage group of the bibliography)  [some have 

overlapping coverage of the Grand Canyon region]  

 24. copied from Part 24 (separately published geologic maps  and special topographic maps  in the 

Grand Canyon region, which complement the geology citations for the Grand Canyon region)  

 25. transferred from the original Part 25 (general maps), which is now The grand canon  

Volume 2  

_________________________________________________________________________________  
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_________________________________________________________________________________  

 
NOTE REGARDING  THE  TYPOGRAPHY OF  AUTHOR NAMES AND  MAP  TITLES  

 

Among the maps of the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries, many author attributions and map 

titles appear with unusual spellings and typographical presentations. Wherever possible, the 

original typography of a mapȭÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ (or acknowledged creative source) and title have been 

reproduced precisely as printed. Some author names (as printed) vary from formulaically 

standardized names. Typographical conventions like the interchanging of certain characters 

ɉÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ȰÕȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÖȱȟ ÁÎÄ Ȱ)ȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ*ȱɊ ÁÒÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÐÒÅÃÉÓÅÌÙȠ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒÌÙ reproduced here are 

special characters, unconventional ligatures, and super- and subscripts, some with basal 

dots. However, titles in all-capital letters are not usually reproduced because reading long 

runs of words printed in that fashion is difficult and with many instances on a page is 

distracting; instead, initial capitals are employed. 

 The original context of names and titles thus displayed is historically and cartobiblio -

graphically precise. In this specialized publication it is not the intention to employ a stan-

dardized authority list nor to follow a formulaic homogeny of names and titles. The purpose 

of this is to allow readers who do not have any access to the originals, or to a satisfactory 

illustration , to discern the exact display of names, words and phrases as put to paper. 

 This device of course defeats the ability to search the digital PDF for some phrases 

using the basic keystrokes of the keyboard, but I have thought it  important to convey infor -

mation directly from the map, which is further helpful if this cartobibliography is presented 

in a non-digital medium. This format also unleashes the typographical practices used by 

cartographers and those who lettered maps over the centuries, customs that might be 

unknown (and thus novel) to some users. This may also rivet the interest of some readers 

who might become all the more fascinated by the comportment of old maps, to encourage 

them to delve more deeply into the rich histories of cartography, the cartographers, and the 

ateliers who turned out these products. 

_________________________________________________________________________________  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE ȰPUERTO DE BUCARELIȱ SECTION 

 

NOTICEABLE ON MANY maps particularly from the 19th century is a name usually placed at the 

confluence of the Colorado and Little Colorado Rivers. It originates with padre Francisco 

Tomás Garcés soon after he had visited the Havasupai on Cataract Creek in 1776. Viewing the 

expanse of the canyon carved in the plateau, he bestowed on it the name Puerto de Bucareli, 

honoring then-Viceroy of New Spain, Antonio María de Bucareli y UrsúaȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ Á ȰÐÁÓÓȱ ÆÏÒ 

ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ 2ÉÖÅÒȭÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁȢ 

 When Alexander von Humboldt worked on his geographical researches in New Spain in 

1803, he examined various maps of the territory and took up the name that had first been set 

ÄÏ×Î ÉÎ ρχχχ ÂÙ "ÅÒÎÁÒÄÏ ÄÅ -ÉÅÒÁ Ù 0ÁÃÈÅÃÏȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ 'ÁÒÃïÓȭÓ ÈÏÎÏÒÉÆÉÃȢ 

Although in the Geographical Introduction to his Political Essay on New Spain7 Humboldt 

devotes several pages of discussion to the astronometric location of the confluence of the 

Colorado and Gila Rivers, and mentions source information for specific locales in what today 

are northern Sonora and southern Arizona, he did not mention anything about places farther 

to the north, leaving such information solely to his map. He provided a lengthy annotated list 

of the maps that he had consulted, principally manuscripts, to create his entire map of New 

Spain.8 When he passed through Washington, D.C., on his way home to Europe in 1804, 

(ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȭÓ ÍÁÐ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÐÉÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ÐÅÒÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÎ ÔÕÒÎ ×ÁÓ ÐÌÁÇÉÁÒized with 

ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÅÒÒÏÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ :ÅÂÕÌÏÎ 0ÉËÅȭÓ ρψρπ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÅØÐÌÏÒ-

ations. 

 (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȭÓ ÍÁÐ of New Spain was first published in 1808 (twice pirated in London in 

1810, only once offering a credit to Humboldt) ÂÅÆÏÒÅ (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȭÓ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ-known reprint 

edition of 1811. He was the first to alter the Bucareli honorificȟ ÁÓ Ȱ0ÕÅÒÔÏ ÄÅ "ÕÃÁÒÅÌÌÉȱȢ ,ÁÔÅÒ 

copyists continued to offer up even more variant spellings (listed below). From (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȭÓ 

map of New Spain, the name was simply repeated based on the fundamental authority of 

Humboldt without knowledge of the intent of -ÉÅÒÁȭÓ ÌÁÂÅÌȟ 'ÁÒÃïÓȭÓ ÐÈÙÓÉÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃÁÌ ÎÅÏÌÏ-

gism. Even Humboldt had had no understanding of its special context. Some labels that 

appeared on subsequently copied maps were rearranged or misleadingly accompanied by 

 
7 Alexander von Humboldt, Essai politique sur le royaume de la Nouvelle Espagne : ouvrae qui 

présente des recherches sur la géographie du Mexique . . . . (Chez F. Schoell, Paris, 1808).  

(Numeous reprintings and translations.)  
8 The maps included: ñMapa de la California, carte manuscrite des pères Francisco Garces et Pedro 

Font, 1777.   Elle a aussi été gravée à  Mexico, mais avec une erreur de trois minutes en moins 

pour toutes les latitudes.  Elle est int®ressante pour la Pimeria alta et pour le Rio Colorado.ò (p. 104 

in the 1811 ed.).  ( Transl. :  óMapa de la California, manuscript map by Fathers Francisco Garces and 

Pedro Font, 1777.  It was . . . engraved in Mexico City, but with a diminution error of three minutes 

for all latitudes. It is interesting for the Pimeria alta and for the Rio Colorado. ô) 
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point place-name symbols. The result of the latter ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÍÏÎÇ -ÉÅÒÁȭÓ ÃÁÒ-

tographical plotting of many ecclesiastically named campsites of the DomínguezɀEscalante 

expedition of 1776, with Miera accompanying them, that circumambulated a good portion of 

the Colorado Plateau. 

 All variants of Puerto de Bucareli that have been found on maps (manuscript and 

published alike), and occasionally in other matter, are listed here for historical completeness 

(as compiled by Spamer): 

Bucarelli  P. Bucaretti  

Bucaretti  Puerto Bucarelli  

Bucaretty  Puerto Bucarello  

Bucuretti  Puerto de Bucareli  

de Bucareli  Puerto de Bucarelli  

P. Bacarelli  Puerto del Bacorelli  

P. Bucarette  Puerto del Bacorilli  

S. Bacarelli [perhaps thought to have been a mission, but this and other  

place names  were actually the Domínguez ïEscalante campsites as 

recorded on Mieraôs maps] 

 
 

On the following pages, Figures 1ɀ8 are details from manuscript and printed maps on which 

Puerto de Bucareli was labeled. See the full citations and notes in the chronological 

cartobibliography that follows farther below. The illustrations show principal variations of 

the puertoȭÓ ÐÌÁÃÅment. For some of these illustrations and other citations see also the 

broader-scoped Cartobibliography of the Grand Canyon and Lower Colorado River Regions in 

the United States and Mexico ɉ2ÁÖÅÎȭÓ 0ÅÒÃÈ -ÅÄÉÁȟ σÒÄ ÅÄȢȟ ςπςυȟ https://ravensperch.org ). 
  

https://ravensperch.org/
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Figure 1.  Manuscript (detail) , likely the work of Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco, ȰDerrotero hecho por Antonio 

Veléz y Escalante, Misionero para mejor conocimiento de las Misiones, pueblos de Indios y Presidios que se hallan 

en el Camino de Monterrey a Santa Fé de Nuebo Mexico. Laus deo Anno Domini 1777.ȱ 4ÈÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

label Puerto de Bucareli  is at the confluence of the Rio Colorado and Rio Jaquesita (Little Colorado River), 

amidst rocky symbols that signify encanyoned reaches of these rivers. (Library of Congress) 

ȰPuerto de Bucareliȱ seems to label a gap in the encanyoned reach of the Colorado River (see just to the left of 

ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ Ȱ0ÕÅÒÔÏȱ), an observation apparently not specifically noticed before. However, it does not convey 

'ÁÒÃïÓȭÓ ÎÏÍÅÎÃÌÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ puerto to the chasm as a whole, as a pass for the river through the 

plateau. Instead, it shows a discrete gap, such as would be familiar in mountains; here it is an interruption in 

ÃÁÎÙÏÎ ×ÁÌÌÓȢ 'ÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÁÔ -ÉÅÒÁ ×ÁÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÌÙ Á×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ 2ÉÖÅÒȭÓ ÃÁÎÙÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÓ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÓ 

with the DomínguezɀEscalante expedition of 1776, it seems odd that he would have made such an interpreta-

tionɂunless through a misunderstanding he thought that Garcés had identified a place similar to what 

became known as El Vado de los Padres (The Crossing of the Fathers) where the DomínguezɀEscalante party 

ÈÁÄ ÆÏÕÎÄ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÏ ÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÃÁÎÙÏÎÅÄ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÓÏÕÔÈern Utah, an experience that would have 

ÂÅÅÎ ÆÒÅÓÈ ÉÎ -ÉÅÒÁȭÓ ÍÅÍÏÒÙ. Note also that the positioning of the puerto ÉÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ,ÅÅȭÓ &ÅÒÒÙ 

is located, at the break between Glen and Marble Canyons, a locale visted by the expedition although they 

could not cross the river there. Miera also marked El Vado de los Padres as a gap, though without a label (see 

INSET above with pictorial symbols for campsites to either side of the river; the obvious vertical stripe is a 

crease in the map.) See also in the context of the full map in Figure 10 (p. 47).  

 
 
INSET 

EL VADO DE LOS PADRES 
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Figure 2.  !ÌÅØÁÎÄÅÒ ÖÏÎ (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȭÓ ρψρρ ÍÁÐ ɉ×ÈÉÃÈ reproduces the one originally published in 

1808).  The puerto  is neatly inscribed at the confluence of the Colorado and Little Colorado 

Rivers . Without indications of canyon topography, it already has lost its topographical 

ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ Á ȰÐÁÓÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÆÁÃÔ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÔÔÌÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ 2ÉÖÅÒȢ 

However, Figure 3 (below) may ÓÈÏ× ÔÈÁÔ (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÍÁÎÕÓÃÒÉÐÔ ÈÁÄ Á ÍÏÒÅ ÓÅÎÓÉÂÌÅ 

placement. 

(American Philosophical Society) 

 

Figure 3.  *ÕÁÎ 3ÅÇÕÒÁȭÓ 1804 ÍÁÎÕÓÃÒÉÐÔ ÃÏÐÙ ÏÆ (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÍÁÎÕÓÃÒÉÐÔ ÒÅÔÁÉÎÓ ÔÈÅ 

placement of Puertode Bucareli [sic] straddling the Color ado River  between the Little Colorado 

and Nabajoa (San Juan) Rivers. Accordingly, it is not clear whether the engravers of HumboltȭÓ map 

of 1808/1811 had any influence upon the position of the puerto label at the Little Colorado conflu-

ence. ɍ4ÈÅ ÁÄÊÁÃÅÎÔ ×ÏÒÄ Ȱinciertaȱ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÅØÔ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÉÔȢɎ 

(Biblioteca Digital Real Academia de la Historia, Madrid.  Creative Commons Public Domain Mark 1.0) 
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Figure 4.  :ÅÂÕÌÏÎ 0ÉËÅȭÓ ρψρπ ÐÌÁÇÉÁÒÉÓÍ ÏÆ (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȟ ÔÁËÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÍÁÎÕÓÃÒÉÐÔ ÃÏÐÙ ÏÆ 

(ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȭÓ Ï×Î ρψπτ ÍÁÎÕÓÃÒÉÐÔ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅÒɀgeographer was in Washington, D.C., sensibly 

shows Puerto del Bacorelli [sic] along the Colorado River, th rÏÕÇÈ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ -ÁÒÂÌÅ #anyon 

reach .  (The rubber stamp, seen as a bleed-through in reverse, is on the back side of this printed copy of 

0ÉËÅȭÓ ÍÁÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Library of Congress, indicates that it was transfered to the U.S. War Department Chief 

%ÎÇÉÎÅÅÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȢɊ 

 

Figure 5.  The commercially produced 1823 map by H. S. Tanner, A Map of North America 

ɉȰ3ÏÕÔÈ×ÅÓÔȱ ÓÈÅÅÔɊ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙÓ Puerto Bucarelli straddling the Little Colorado River confluence . 
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Figure 6.  *Ȣ $Ï×ÅÒȭÓ Mexico and Guatimala atlas sheet, [1834], squeezes Puerto Bucarelli into a 

space downstream from the Little Colorado confluence, but note also that a dot is placed 

there , supposing that the puerto is a spot-point as also are other places seen in this detail. 

 

Figure 7.  James Wyld, in this post-John Wesley Powell map from ca. ρψψπȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÌÏÔÓ ,ÅÅȭÓ &ÅÒÒÙ 

and the route of the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad, repositions Puerto de Bucarelli  to cover the 

entire region southwest of the Little Colorado River and east of Cataract Creek  (not labeled 

ÈÅÒÅ ÂÕÔ ÓÈÏ×Î ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÓÅÄ ÕÐÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÔÒÉÂÕÔÁÒÉÅÓ Ȱ0ÁÒËÅ #ÒȢȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ#ÅÄÁÒ #ÒȢȱɊȢ .ÏÔÅ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ 

that the Little Colorado is labeled differently on two branches: Ȱ2Ȣ *ÁÇÕÅÓÉÌÁȱ and Ȱ2Ȣ ÄÅ ,ÉÎÏȱ ɉÌÁÂÅÌ 

partly seen here), the latter actually being the main course of the river and on which this map labels 

ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÆÁÒÔÈÅÒ ÕÐÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÁÓ Ȱ#ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ #ÈÉÑÕÉÔÏȢȱ !ÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÎÁÍÅÓȟ ÉÎ ÖÁÒÉÁÎÔ ÓÐÅÌÌÉÎÇÓȟ ÈÁÖÅ 

historically been applied to the Little Colorado. 
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Figure 8.  The 1884 Sohr-Berghaus Hand-Atlas (published in Glogow, then a part of the German 

Empire) managed to complete obfuscate the spelling and position of the puerto, labeling it simply as 

a point -ÎÁÍÅȟ ȰBucarettyȟȱ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÌÁÂÅÌÅÄ #ÁÔÁÒÁÃÔ #ÒÅÅË with the 

Colorado River . Ironically, although the puerto was not intended to be a point-place, the 

ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÃÌÏÓÅÒ ÇÅÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÔÏ 'ÁÒÃïÓȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ he was leaving 

the Cataract Creek area en route to the Hopi mesasȢ ȰS. Bartolomeȟȱ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÔÔÌÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ ÃÏÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ 

where the puerto is often displayed, seems to be retained from maps that recorded the campsites of 

the DomínguezɀEscalante expedition as plotted originally by Mieraɂalthough here it is misplaced 

as well. .ÏÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ ÉÓ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÎÃÁÎÙÏÎÉÎÇ ÈÁÃÈÕÒÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔ ÏÆ Ȱ"ÕÃÁÒÅÔÔÙȱȟ 

while northeast of there the hachures seem to display a tableland on the northern side of the river. 

Also note that Kendrick Peak of the San Francisco Peaks has somehow been misconstrued as a 

separate mountain range, Kendricks Burge, of which the single San Francisco Burg is a part. 
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Figure 9.  Humboldt, 1811 (see also endnote to this figure legend) 

 

 

ˇ Alexander von Humboldt published what was for years the definitive atlas of New Spain (1808, 

the same published in 1811); the first editions are in French because he had settled in Paris upon 

returning from America. The map is based on a manuscript map he had prepared in 1804. The 

published map is on two double-folio sheets separating northern and southern halves of the region. 

The northwestern quadrant is reproduced here. The region shown is the present-day Four Corners 

region of Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, and Utah, and the upper Gulf of California principally in 

3ÏÎÏÒÁȢ ɉ4ÈÅ Ȱ2ÉÏ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏȱ ÉÓ ÁÔ ÌÅÆÔȠ ÔÈÅ Ȱ2ÉÏ ÇÒÁÎÄÅ ÄÅÌ .ÏÒÔÅȱ ÁÔ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 2ÉÏ 'ÒÁÎÄÅȢɊ 4ÈÉÓ ÍÁÐ 

is especially significant as including the Grand Canyon by name, although the canyon itself is not 

ÏÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÄÅÆÉÎÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÐȢ (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔ ÍÉÓÌÁÂÅÌÅÄ Ȱ0ÕÅÒÔÏ ÄÅ "ÕÃÁÒÅÌÌÉȟȱ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ 

ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÂÙ ÐÁÄÒÅ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓÃÏ 'ÁÒÃïÓ ÉÎ ρχχφ ÁÓ Ȱ0ÕÅÒÔÏ ÄÅ "ÕÃÁÒÅÌÉȱ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÓÁ× ÔÈÅ 'ÒÁÎÄ 

Canyon during his missionary visit to the Havasupai and Hopi people (see 'ÁÒÃïÓȭÓ ÄÉÁÒÙ ÉÎ Elliott 

Coues, On the trail of a Spanish pioneer (Francis P. Harper, New York, 1900). With that name Garcés 

had honored his patron, Antonio María Bucareli y Ursúa, then the viceroy of New Spain. 

 

ˆ (detail)  4ÈÉÓ ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÔÈ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÑÕÁÄÒÁÎÔ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÔÈÅ ÌÁÂÅÌ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÒȟ Ȱ0ÕÅÒÔÏ 

ÄÅ "ÕÃÁÒÅÌÌÉȟȱ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ confluence of the Rio Colorado (a name that appears farther to 

the south on the map [see the whole quarter at left ]  and Rio Jaquesila (which is the Little 

Colorado River) Ȣ ɉȰ2ÉÏ .ÁÂÁÊÏÁȱ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎ *ÕÁÎ 2ÉÖÅÒ.) 
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ENDNOT E FOR FIGURE 9 . 

 

2ÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȭÓ Ȱ#ÁÒÔÅ 'ïÎïÒÁÌÅ ÄÕ 2ÏÙÁÕÍÅ ÄÅ ÌÁ .ÏÕÖÅÌÌÅ %ÓÐÁÇÎÅȟȱ 3ÔÏÎÙ "ÒÏÏË 

University (State University of New York) Map Librarian (emeritus) David Y. Allen (2014, p. 

78, note 1) ascertains that 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÓÔ ÐÒÉÎÔÅÄ ÅÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÐ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÅÄ ÉÎ ρψπψȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÁÓ 

two sheets of his Atlas géographique et physique du royaume de la Nouvelle-Espagne, 

fondé sur des observations astronomiques, des mesures trigonométriques et des nivel-

lemens barométriques (Paris: F. Schoell and Tubingen: J.G. Cotta). The 1808 edition is 

available online from the University Complutense (Madrid) at 

http: //dioscorides.ucm.es/proyecto_digitalizacion/index.php?doc=b23177585&y=2

010&p=1. An 1811 printing of the atlas by Schoell, which is sometimes cited as the 

first edition of this work, is available in its entirety from the David Rumsey 

#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

(The link given by Allen is no longer valid; the volume has been relocated (accessed 19 

March 2024; last accessed 24 December 2024), at 

https://patrimoniodigital.ucm.es/s/patrimonio/item/83651 .)9 

 Regarding the 1804 manuscript map of Humboldt, copied in Washington, D.C., 

Hébert and Mullan (1999, no. 540) noted, Ȱ7Å ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÐ ×ÁÓ ÔÒÁÃÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÁȢ ρψτφ 

by J. G. Bruff from an 1804 original by Alexander von (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȢȱ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ 

further documentary remark and they do not comment on the disposition of the original 

ÃÏÐÙȢ 4ÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÏÆ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓȭÓ ÃÁÔÁÌÏÇ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÐ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÎÎÏÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÆÆÅÃÔȢ 

There also are no pertinent records in LOC online under Joseph Goldsborough Bruff.  Allen 

(2014, p. 81, note φɊȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÉÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÌÅÁÒȡ Ȱ)Î ρψπτ (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ Á ÃÏÐÙ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ 

map to Thomas Jefferson, but that manuscript appears to be lost. The Library of Congress 

has a copy of Humboldt's map dated 1804 on its Web site . . . , but this appears to be a 

manuscript copy of the printed 1811 version of Humboldt's map made during the Mexican-

!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ×ÁÒ ÂÙ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÃÁÒÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÒ *ÏÓÅÐÈ 'ÏÌÄÓÂÏÒÏÕÇÈ "ÒÕÆÆȢȱ 7ÈÅÁÔ 

(1959, Volume III, p. 97) ÎÏÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÍÁÐÓ "ÒÕÆÆ ÄÒÅ× ÌÁÎÇÕÉÓÈÅÄ ÕÎÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ 

archives . . . Ȣȱ "ÒÕÆÆ ÈÁÄ ÇÏÎÅ 7ÅÓÔ ÉÎ ρψτω ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÌÄ ÆÉÅÌÄÓȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ËÅÐÔ ÄÉÁÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ 

made maps, so his interest and involvement in this region is documented (see Wheat, pp. 

97-102). Perhaps he also recopied the 1804 Washington, D.C., copy of Humboldt (a 

 
9 I  referred to  the 1811 edition in the American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, where I  was 

Reference Archivist. While after discovering the link in Allenôs paper was outdated , the 1808 

digitized edition in Madrid was located again online early in 2024 at another link ðone which in 

turn is also not now valid ðbut it was not in a resolution satis factory for detailed examinations. 

The newest link to the 1808 edition provided in the text above does now provide higher  resolution 

for closer exam ination  (advance to image 8 [of 23] ); loading is slow and very fine details remain 

blurred. (Allen also refers to the David Rumsey Map Collection , https://www.davidrumsey.com , 

which is in the Stanford University Library. )  

https://patrimoniodigital.ucm.es/s/patrimonio/item/83651
https://www.davidrumsey.com/
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postulation added hereȠ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓȟ ÉÆ (ïÂÅÒÔ ÁÎÄ -ÕÌÌÁÎȭÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔɊȢ (ÁÒÖÅÙ 

(2020, pp. 69, 81 note ρςςɊ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÓȟ Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ Ô×Ï ÃÏÐÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÐȟ 

one commissioned by [Albert] Gallatin from Mr. Kraft [sic, identified only as a Washington, 

$Ȣ#Ȣȟ ÃÁÒÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÒȠ ÌÉËÅÌÙ &Ȣ #Ȣ ÄÅ +ÒÁÆÆÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÏÆ #ÏÌÕÍÂÉÁ 3ÕÒÖÅÙÏÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȠ ÔÈÉÓ 

×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ρψπτ ÃÏÐÙ ÏÆ (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌɎ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÍÁÄÅ ÓÕÒÒÅÐÔÉÔÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÂÙ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 

*ÁÍÅÓ 7ÉÌËÉÎÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÕÓÅ ÂÙ :ÅÂÕÌÏÎ 0ÉËÅȢȱ 

 (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔ ×ÁÓ Á×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÓÁÎÃÔÉÏÎÅÄ ρψρπ ÃÏÐÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ȰÇÒÅÁÔ ÍÁÐ ÏÆ .Å× 

3ÐÁÉÎȱ ɉ(ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȟ ρψπψɊȢ (Å ÃÒÉÔÉÃÉÚÅÄ !ÒÒÏ×ÓÍÉÔÈȭÓ ρψρπ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ɉ(ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȟ ρψρρȟ 

1812; see also Allen, 2016, 2017), where he appended remarks on the Pike copy. In 1814, 

specifically noting his manuscript map, he commented on the pirated editions by 

!ÒÒÏ×ÓÍÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ 0ÉËÅȟ ×ÈÅÒÅÉÎ ÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÎÏÔÅÄ 0ÉËÅȭÓ ÍÁÐȟ Ȱ,ÅÓ ÃÁÒÔÅÓ ÄÕ -ÅØÉÑÕÅ ÑÕÉ ÓÅ 

trouvent annexées à la relation de son voyage, sont des réductions de ma grande carte de la 

Nouvelle-%ÓÐÁÇÎÅȟ ÄÏÎÔ ÕÎÅ ÃÏÐÉÅ ïÔÏÉÔ ÒÅÓÔïÅ ÅÎ ρψπτ Û ÌÁ 3ÅÃÒïÔÁÉÒÅÒÉÅ ÄȭOÔÁÔ ÄÅ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇ-

ÔÏÎȢȱ The comment was also noted in English translation (1814, p. xxx [second series]; 

1815, p. xxi noteɊȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÍÁÐÓ ÏÆ -ÅØÉÃÏȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÒÅ ÁÎÎÅØÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÒÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙȟ 

are reduced from my great map of new Spain, of which I left a copy, in 1804, at the 

ÓÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÁÔ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎȢȱ (ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÍÁÒË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ρψρπ ÍÁÐ 

produced by the London firm of Longman, Hurst, Rees, Oreme and Brown, which although 

it, too, includes errors, does credit Humboldt. 

References for the Endnote: 

Allen, David Y.  

 2014  Alexander von Humboldt and the mapping  of Mexico.  e-Perimetron , 9(2): 79 -96.  

 2016  Alexander von Humboldtôs critique of Aaron Arrowsmithôs 1810 map of Mexico.  Imago Mundi , 68(2): 

232 -236.  

 2017  Mapping in Humboldtôs shadow: Aaron Arrowsmith and the cartogra phy of Mexico, 1802 -1825.  

Terrae Incognitae , 49(1) (April): 50 -67.  

Arrowsmith, A.  [Arrowsmith, Aaron]  

 1810  A new map of Mexico and adjacent provinces compiled from original documents By A. Arrowsmith 

1810.  London.  Published 5 th.  October 1810. by A. Arrowsmith 10 Soho Squ e.   Hydrographer to H.R.H. 

the Prince of Wales.  Engraved by E. Jones.  

Harvey, Eleanor Jones  

 2020  Alexander von Humboldt in the United States : Art, Nature, and Culture.   Washington D.C.: 

Smithsonian American Aert Museum, in association with  Princeton University Press, Princeton (New 

Jersey), and Oxford, 442 [444] pp.  

Hébert, John R., and  Mullan, Anthony P.  

 1999  The Luso -Hispanic world in maps : a selective guide to manuscript maps to 1900 in the collections of 

the Library of Congress.   Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 282 pp.  [This resource  is also online 

at https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/luso/  (last accessed 9 December 2024 ).  

https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/luso/
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Humboldt, Alexander von  

 1808  Carte G®n®rale du Royaume de la Nouvelle Espagne depuis la Parallele de 16Á jusquôau Parellele de 

38Á (Latitude Nord) Dress®e Sur des Observations Astronomiques et sur lôensemble des Mat®riaux qui 

existoient ¨ Mexico, au commencement lôan®e 1804.  Par Alexandre de Humboldt.  [2 sheets]  I n:  

Atlas géographique et physique du Royaume de la Nouvelle -Espagne, fondé sur des observations 

astronomiques, des mesures trigonométriques et des nivellemens barométriques.   Paris , Chez Fr. 

Schoell, rue des Fossés -S.-Germain -lôAuxerrois, No. 29; et a Tübingue, chez J. G. Cotta, libraire , folio . 

 1810  A map of New Spain, from 16°. to 38°. North latitude reduced from the large map : drawn from 

astronomical observations at Mexico in the year 1804, by Alexandre de Humboldt, and 

comprecending the whole of the information contained in the original map, except the heights of the 

Mountains.   [London]: ñPublished as the Act directs, Octr. 25, 1810, by Longman, Hurst, Rees, Oreme 

and Brown, Paternoster Row.ò 

 1811  Carte G®n®rale du Royaume de la Nouvelle Espagne depuis la Parallele de 16Á jusquôau Parellele de 

38Á (Latitude Nord) Dress®e Sur des Observations Astronomiques et sur lôensemble des Mat®riaux qui 

existoient ¨ Mexico, au commencement lôan®e 1804.  Par Alexandre de Humboldt.  (ñLs.  Aubert pere 

Scripsitò.)  I n:  Atlas géographique et physique du Royaum de la Nouvelle -Espagne, fondé sur des 

observations astronomiques, des mesures trigonométriques et des nivellemens barométriques.   Paris: 

Chez F. Schoell, folio.  

 1811  Sur une carte de la Nouvelle -Espagne: publiée par Mr. Arrowsmith, en 1810.   Paris: [no imprint].  

[Critique of Arrowsmithôs pirated copy of Humboldt (1808).] 

 1812  Über eine Karte von Neuspanien, herausgegeben von Hrn. Arrowsmith, im J. 1810.  Montatliche 

Correspondenz zur beförderung der Erd -  nd Himmels -Kunde , 25 (March): 265 -272.  [Critique of 

Arrowsmithôs pirated copy of Humboldt (1808).] 

 1814  Voyage aux régions équinoxiales du nouveau continent, fait en 1799, 1800, 1801, 1802, 1803 et 

1804, par Al. de Humboldt et A. Bonpland, rédigé par Alexandre de Humboldt; avec un atlas 

géographique et physique.  Tome Premier.   Paris: Chez F. Schºll, 643 pp.  [Authorôs name published 

as Alexandre de Humboldt.]  

 1814  Personal narrative of travels to the equinoctial regions of the new continent, during the years 1799 -

1804.  By Alexander de Humboldt, and Aimé Bonpland; with maps, plans, &c.  Written in French by 

Alexander de Humboldt, and translated into English by Helen Maria Williams.  Vol[.] I.   London: 

Printed for Longman, Hurst, Rees, Oreme, and Brown; J. Murray; and H. Colburn, xi, li, 289 [291] pp.  

 1815  Personal narrative of travels to the equinoctial regions of the new continent, during the years 1799 -

1804.  By Alexander de Humboldt and Aimé Bonpland.  Written in French by Alexander de Humboldt, 

and translated into English by Helen Maria Williams.   Philadelphia: M. Carey.  Dec. 23 1815, pp. i -

xxxii, 33 -432.  

Pike, Zebulon  

 1810  An account of expeditions to the sources of the Mississippi, and through the western parts of 

Louisiana, to the sources of the Arkansaw, Kans, La Platte, and Pierre Jaun, rivers  : performed by 

order of the government of the United States during the years 1805, 1806, and 1807. And a tour 

through the interior parts of New Spain, when conducted through these provinces, by order of the 

Captain -General, in the year 1807.   Philadelphia: C. and A. Conrad, and Co.; Petersburgh (New 

York): Somervell and Conrad; Norfolk (Virginia): Bonsal, Conrad, and Co; and Baltimore (Maryland): 

Fielding Lucas, J r. (John Binns, Printer.)  

Wheat, Carl Irving  

 1959  Mapping the Transmississippi West, 1540 -1861. Volume Three. From the Mexican War to the 

boundary surveys, 1846 -1854.  San Francisco: Institute of Historical Cartography, xiii, 349 pp.  
 

__________________________   
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PUERTO DE BUCARELI CARTOBIBLIOGRAPHY (1777 ï1884)  

 

Variant ñPuerto de Bucareli ò labels  on maps are indicated by  bold red  lettering  in the chorographical 

notes . 

 

 

1777 
 

Font, Pedro  

  WHEAT I:169  

 1777  25.1046  Mapa del viage que hizo el P.F. Pedro Font á Monterey y Puerto de San Francisco; y del 

viage que hizo el P.F. Francisco Garces por el rio Colorado hasta su desemboque, y para 

arriba hasta el Moqui.  (ñP.F. Petrus Font fecit. Tubutama anno 1777.ò)  [I n Spanish .]  

    MANUSCRIPT , Archivo General de Indias, MP-MEXICO,53 7; digitized online at 

http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/21492  (© MECD. Archivos 

Estatales (España) ; last accessed 9 December 2024 ).  

    Å As a manuscript this would not be cited in this Cartobibliography , but it is of 

importance to  the history of the Grand Canyon and the Southwest.  Charles E. 

Chapman, Catalogue of materials in the Archivo General de Indias for the history of 

the Pacific coast and the American Southwest  (University of California Press, Berkeley, 

1919), p. 441, notes that this map had accompanied Charlesô item-no. 3001 [square 

brackets are part of the quotation], ñ1775. Oct.1 [21?]-Jan.3. 1777.  Fr.Francisco 

Garcésò. 

    Å Compare also the manuscript maps cited herein, by Garcés (1777, ITEM NO . 

25.1045 ), Veléz y Escalante (1777, ITEM NO . 25.602 ), Font (1778, ITEM NO . 25.1047 ), 

and Miera y Pacheco (1777, ITEM NO . 25.1115 ; 1778, ITEM NO . 25.1048 ).  As a result of 

varied citations made of these maps over the years, all are cited in this 

Cartobibliography  with clarified information provided as closely as possible based on 

examinations of all of these maps and information with their catalog records.  

     On this map is figured one of the first notations of what we know now 

as the Grand Canyon: ñPuerto de Bucareli ò is labeled at the confluence of ñRio 

Coloradoò and ñR. Jaquesitaò (i.e. , Little Colorado River).  This earliest non -

Indigenous name for the canyon was given by Padre Francisco Garcés in 1776 

during his visit to the Havasupai, honoring the Viceroy of New Spain, Antonio 

María Bucareli y Ursúa .  Garc®sôs journal was not published until 1900 (see  Elliott 

Coues, On the trail of a Spanish pioneer [ Francis P. Harper, New York, 1900 ] ).  

See also as well the published woodcut  map by Manuel Villavicencio (1781,  ITEM 

NO. 25.510 ), which, credited to Garcés and Font in 1777, likewise includes  ñPuerto 

de Bucareliò and which is the first printed map to include a name for the Grand 

Canyon.  The Colorado River is shown with its outlet at a somewhat broadened 

head of ñMar de Californiaò. 

    NOTE: The diary mentioned here is ñExpediente sobre la expedici·n del padre 

fray Francisco Garcés y su compañero fray Pedro Font, desde la misión de San Javier 

del Bac  hasta los r²os Colorado y Gila, por la provincia del Moquiò, Archivo General de 

Indias, GUADALAJARA,516,N.36, digitized  online at 

http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/12788670  (©MECD. Archivos 

Estatales (España) ; last accessed 9 December 2024 ); cataloged with a note reading in 

part, ñIniciado por carta fray Diego Jim®nez P®rez, padre guardi§n del Colegio de 

Santa Cruz de  Querétaro.  Incluye:  Copia del Diario de fray Francisco Garcés del viaje 

que hizo junto con fray Pedro Font hasta la junta de los ríos Colorado y Gila, y 

provincia del Moqui , escrito en Tubutama, el 3 de enero de 1777. Comprende desde 

el 1 de octubre de 1775 al 17 de septiembre de 1776.ò 

 

 

http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/21492
http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/12788670
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Garcés, Francisco Tomás Hermenegildo  

  WHEAT I:170  [with illustration facing  p. 92 ]  

 1777  25.1045  Mapa formado sobre el diario de viage que hizo el P.F. Franco Garcés al Rio Colorado, Sn.  

Gabriel y Moqui en 1777.  Baquioba.  [I n Spanish .]  

    MANUSCRIPT , Archivo General de Indias, MP -MEXICO,535; digitized online at 

http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/21490  (© MECD. Archivos 

Estatales (España) ; last accessed 9 December 2024 ).  

    Å As a manuscript this would not be cited in this Cartobibliography , but it is of 

importance to  the history of the Grand Canyon and the Southwest.  Charles E. 

Chapman, Catalogue of materials in the Archivo General de Indias for the history of 

the Pacific coast and the American Southwest  (University of California Press, Berkeley, 

1919), p. 441, notes that this map had accompanied Charlesô item no. 3527, ñ1777. 

Apr. 18. Queretaro.  Fr. Diego Ximenez Perez to [Jos® de G§lvez].ò [square brackets 

are part of the quotation].   This map includes the paths of journeys taken by Padre 

Francisco Gar c®s.  (Garc®sôs journal was not published until 1900; see  Elliott Coues, 

On the trail of a Spanish pioneer [ Francis P. Harper, New York, 1900] .)  

    Å Compare also the manuscript maps cited herein, by Font (1777, ITEM NO . 

25.1046 ; 1778, ITEM NO . 25.1047 ), Veléz y Escalante (1777, ITEM NO . 25.602 ), and 

Miera y Pacheco (1777, ITEM NO . 25.1115 ; 1778, ITEM NO . 25.1048 ).  As a result of 

varied citations made of these maps over the years, all are cited in this 

Cartobibliography  with clarified information provided as closely as possible based on 

examinations of all of these maps and information with their catalog records.  

     The map includes one of the first notations of what we know now as the 

Grand Canyon: ñPuerto de Bucareli ò is labeled at the confluence of ñR. Coloradoò 

and ñR. Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River).  This earliest non- Indigenous name for 

the canyon was given by Garcés in 1776 during his visit to the Havasupai, 

honoring the Viceroy of New Spain, Antonio María Bucareli y Ursúa .  

Interestingly, the confluence is shown west -northwest of ñOraibiò, with ñR. 

Jaquesilaò passing by the ñMoquiò pueblos just to their northwest, dipping 

southwestward before turning northwestward to reach the Colorado along a 

west - trending reach of that river. It is there that the Colorado, having come 

generally from the northeast, again resumes a southwesterly course at the 

entrance to a very mountainous region.  Just to southwest of the confluence 

another, shorter tributary (not labeled) reaches the Colorado from the southeast; 

this is Cataract Creek, Garc®sôs path is shown reaching it not far upstream from 

its confluence with the Colorado.  The only other tributaries to the Colorado are 

(upstream from the Little Colorado) and unlabeled river from the northeast that 

is likely the San Juan River; ñR. de Sta.  Mariaò (Bill Williams River) from the east-

northeast; and ñR. Gilaò from the east-northeast.  Between the Gila confluence 

and the somewhat broadened head of ñMar de Californiaò, the Colorado follows a 

southwesterly course.  To the west of the mouth of the Colorado is an 

interestingly shown embayment with hints of several tributaries reaching it from 

the north and northwest.  

    See also as well the published woodcut  map by Manuel Villavicencio  (1781, ITEM 

NO. 25.510 ), which, credited to Garcés and Font in 1777, likewise includes  ñPuerto de 

Bucareliò and which is the first printed map to include a name for the Grand Canyon. 

    NOTE: The diary noted in the map title is ñExpediente sobre la expedici·n del 

padre fray Francisco Garcés y su compañero fray Pedro Font, desde la misión de San 

Javier del Bac  hasta los r²os Colorado y Gila, por la provincia del Moquiò, Archivo 

General de Indias, GUADALAJARA,516,N.36, digitized  online at 

http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/12788670  (©MECD. Archivos 

Estatales (España) ; last accessed 9 December 2024 ); cataloged with a note reading in 

part, ñIniciado por carta fray Diego Jim®nez P®rez, padre guardi§n del Colegio de 

Santa Cruz de Querétaro.   Incluye:  Copia del Diario de fray Francisco Garcés del viaje 

que hizo junto con fray Pedro Font hasta la junta de los ríos Colorado y Gila, y 

provincia del Moqui , escrito en Tubutama, el 3 de enero de 1777. Comprende desde el 

1 de octubre de 1775 al 17 de septiembre de 1776.ò 

http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/21490
http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/12788670
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Miera y Pacheco, Bernardo de  

  WHEAT I:173  

 1777  25.1115  Plano Geografico de la tierra descubierta, y demarcada, por Dn.  Bernardo de Miera y 

Pacheco al rumbo del Noroeste, y oeste del nuevo Mexico, quien fue en compañia de los 

RRs.   PPs.   Fr. Franco.   Atanacio Dominguez, Visitador Comisario y Custodia de esta, y Fr. 

Silvestre. Velez de Escalante, siendo una del numero de las diez personas que 

acompañaron a dichos RR. PPs.   . . . .  [I n Spanish .]  

     MANUSCRIPT , British Museum, Additional Manuscripts 17661 -C. 

     A photographic reproduction of this map is in the University of California at 

Berkeley, digitized online at https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/maps/g4300 -1777 -

m5.html  (last accessed 9 December 2024).  

     Å As a manuscript this would not be cited in this Cartobibliography , but it is of 

importance to  the history of the Grand Canyon and the Southwes t.   Puerto de 

Bucareli is not  indicated on this map , but the map  is cited here because of its 

significant cross - references and contemporary overlapping of geographical 

coverage.  

     Compare also the manuscript maps cited herein, by Garcés (1777, ITEM NO . 

25.1045 ), Font (1777, ITEM NO . 25.1046 ; 1778, ITEM NO . 25.1047 ), and Veléz y 

Escalante (1777, ITEM NO . 25.602 ).  As a result of varied citations made of these maps 

over the years, all are cited in this Cartobibliography  with clarified information 

provided as closely as possible based on examinations of all of these maps and 

information with their catalog records.  

      On the British Museum copy cited here, ñRio Grande Coloradoò is 

depicted to the confluence of ñRio de Nabojoò, north of which the river is labeled 

ñR. de los Saguaganasò (with some apparent correction to its course).  The 

southwestern part of the map adjacent to the Colorado bears the notation, ñEste 

Rio Colorado desde la fuenta de los dos Riuos de Zaguaganas, y Nabajo para 

abajo vamui encasonado de Redra colorada, y mui profundo, y escarpado su 

cajon sin Arboles.ò 

     Å Note that there are variants of Mieraôs map from the Dom²nguez-Escalante 

expedition; this one is cited as an example without getting into the issues of historical 

cartography, which are beyond the purpose of this Carto bibliography.  For a helpful 

commentary, refer to Wheat (1957, Volume I, pp. 94 -116), who devotes an entire 

chapter to the Miera manuscript variants produced during 1777 -1778, noting (p. 99) 

that there are ñat least six distinct manuscript copies, each exhibiting some 

differences from the othersò.  The map referred to in this citation (25.1115) is Wheatôs 

ñType Aò, specifically ñ1777 Miera, Iò.  Wheat further observes that the British 

Museum manuscript, ñAdditional Manuscripts No. 17,661 -C .  . . bears at least some 

evidence of being the original map that accompanied Escalanteôs Diario Derrotero  

when in May of 1777 it was sent on its way from Santa Fe to the Viceroy of New Spain 

at the direction of Colonel Pedro Ferm²nde Mindinueta, then Governor of New Mexicoò 

(p. 100).  (This was acquired by the British Museum in 1848, listed then as ñóPlano 

geografico de la tierra descubierta y demarcada por Don Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco 

al rumbo del Noroeste y Oeste del Nuevo Mexicoô [1771-1779]ò (square brackets are 

part of quotation; in Catalogue of Additions to the Manuscripts in the British Museum, 

in the years MDCCCXLVIII -MDCCCLIII  (Printed by Order of the Trustees, 1868), p. 

43.)  See also a fuller description in Catalogue of the Manuscript Maps, Charts, and 

Plans, and of the Topographical Drawings in the British Museum. Volume III.  (Printed 

by Order of the Trustees, 1871), p. 504: ñóPlano geografico de la tierra descubierta y 

demarcada por Don Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco, al rumbo de noroeste y oeste del 

Nuevo Mexico, quien fue en compania de los RR. PP. Fr. Francisco Atanacio 

Dominguez, visitador comisario y custodio de esta, y Fr. Silvestre Velez de Escalante, 

siendo uno del numero de las diez personas que acompañaron a dicho RR.  PP.;ô drawn 

on a scale of 6¾ leagues (of 20 to a degree) to an inch: 2 f. 8 in. × 2 f. 4 in. [ Add.  

   17,661. c.]ò (square brackets are part of quotation).  The item title as given in the 

present bibliography is as read precisely from the map itself.  

https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/maps/g4300-1777-m5.html
https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/maps/g4300-1777-m5.html
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Veléz y Escalante, Antonio  

 

 1777  25.602  Derrotero hecho por Antonio Veléz y Escalante, Misionero para mejor conocimiento de las 

Misiones, pueblos de Indios y Presidios que se hallan en el Camino de Mon-terrey a Santa 

Fé de Nuebo Mexico.  Laus deo Anno Domini 1777.  [I n Spanish .]  

    MANUSCRIPT , Library of Congress, map collection, call number G4300 1777.V4, 

1 sheet, pen -and - ink and watercolor; digitized online at 

https://www.loc.gov/item/96686648/  [ last accessed 9 December 2024; see also 

illustration on next page].  

    On this map is figured the first ever nomenclatural notation of 

what we know now as the Grand Canyon.   See Figure 10  (next page) . The 

map is likely the work of Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco . 

    Å As a manuscript thi s would not be cited in this Cartobibliography , but it is of 

importance to the history of the Grand Canyon and the Southwest.  

    Å Compare also the manuscript maps cited herein, by Garcés (1777, ITEM NO . 

25.1045 ), Font (1777, ITEM NO . 25.1046 ; 1778, ITEM NO . 25.1047 ), and Miera y 

Pacheco (1777, ITEM NO . 25.1115 ; 1778, ITEM NO . 25.1048 ).  As a result of varied 

citations made of these maps over the years, all are cited in this Cartobibliography  

with clarified information provided as closely as possible based on examinations of all 

of these maps and information with their catalog records.  

      ñPuerto de Bucareli ò is labeled at the confluence of Rio Colorado and 

Rio Jaquesita ( i.e. , Little Colorado River).  This earliest non - Indigenous name for 

the canyon was given by Padre Francisco Garcés in 1776 during his visit to the 

Havasupai, honoring the Viceroy of New Spain, Antonio María Bucareli y Ursúa .  

Garc®sôs journal was not published until 1900 (see  Elliott Coues, On the trail of a 

Spanish pioneer [ Francis P. Harper, New York, 1900] ).  See also as well the 

woodcut map by Manuel Villavicencio (1781,  ITEM NO . 25.510 ) , which, credited to 

Garc®s and Font in 1777, likewise includes ñPuerto de Bucareliò and which is the 

first printed map to include a name for the Grand Canyon.  10  

 
10 Special note is made here that relates to other important manuscript holdings, in the Archivo General de Indias 

(Seville), that place this map in contemporary perspective (see in Chapman, Charles E., Catalogue of materials 

in the Archivo General de Indias for the history of the Pacific coast and the American Southwest  (University of 

California Press, Berkeley, 1919). These could indicate the possibility of timely communication of information 

during and after Garc®sôs expedition to Hopi. Chapmanôs calendar includes the following seven items (all items 

quoted thus; square brackets are Chapmanôs; ellipses , and notes within {braces}  are introduced here ):  

 (p. 422)  3265.  1776.  July 3.  Moqui.  Fr. Francisco Garcés to the missionary at Zuñi.  [Announces his journey from the 

Colorado River to Moqui .  .  .  . ]   Cer. of Cer. Dec. 27, 1776, Mexico.  3pp. 1.  104 -6-18.  Enc. w. 3416.  

 (p. 439)  3416.  1776.  Dec. 27.  México.  Antonio Bucarely y Ursua to Josef de Glaves.  No. 2640.  .  .  . y acompaña copia de 

carta del P. Fr. Francisco Garces que acredita haber hallado camino á la del Moqui por los Rios Gila y Colorado.  Or. 6pp. 1.   

104 -6-18.  Acc. 3518.  Enc. 3265.  

 (p. 441)  3432.  1777.  Baquioba.  Mapa formado sobre el Diario del viage que hizo el P. F. Francisco Garcés al Rio Colorado,  S. 

Gabriel y Moqui.  C. 1p. 46 by 31 cm.  104 -6-18.  Enc. w. 3527.  {See p. 450.}  { NOTE: This manuscript map is WHEAT I:170 

(also illustrated in Wheat, Vol. 1, facing p. 92); also online from Spanish government website, Portal de Archivos Españoles,  

webpage  http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/21490  ( last accessed 9 December 2024 ), credited to Archivo 

General de Indias.}   {Cited in this cartobibliography, ITEM NO .  25.1045 }  

 (p. 444)  3465.  1777.  Jan. 27.  México.  Antonio Bucarely y Ursua to Joseph de Galves.  No. 2705.  Remite copia de carta del 

Padre Fr. Francisco Garcés en que describe sus últimas peregrinaciones por entre Naciones desconocidas y la situación industr ia 

y manejo de los Moquinos con otras noticas apreciables.  Or. 6 pp. 1.  104 -6-18.  Acc. 3540.  Enc. 3110.  

 (p. 450)  3527.  1777.  Apr. 18.  Queretaro.  Fr. Diego Ximenez Perez to [José de Gálvez].  [Forwarding 3001 and 3432 {see p. 

441} ]  Or. 2pp. 1.  104 -6-18.  Enc. 2001, 3432.  

 (p. 454)  3562.  1777.  May 27.  México.  Antonio Bucarely y Ursua to Joseph de Galvez.  No. 2968.  Remite copia del Diario d e 

las ultimas preregrinaciones del P. Fr. Francisco Garces hasta la Provincia del Moqui, acompaña Plano que demuestra las 

naciones exploradas.  Or. 7pp. 1.  104 -6-18.  Acc. 3463.  Enc. 3001.  

 (p. 461)  3630.  1777.  Aug. 14.  S. Ildefonso.  [José de Gálvez] to Fr. Diego Ximenez Perez.  He recivido el Diario y Mapa d e 

las peregrinaciones del Padre Garcés desde S. Juan del Bac, en la Primería alta, hasta la población de Oraive en el Moqui.  

Dft.1p. 1.  104 -6-18.  Acc. by 3527.  

https://www.loc.gov/item/96686648/
http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/21490
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    (Library of Congress) 

Figure 10 

ñDerrotero hecho por Antonio Veléz y Escalante, Misionero para mejor conocimiento de las Misiones, 

pueblos de Indios y Presidios que se hallan en el Camino de Mon-terrey a Santa Fé de Nuebo 

Mexico.  Laus deo Anno Domini 1777ò. The map is likely the work of Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco. 

The meandering pale red line delineates the route followed by the Domínguez-Escalante expedition of 

1776 which departed from and returned to Santa Fé (not shown on this map). (Solid-lined box 

delineates detail area shown in Figure 10a. Red dashed-lined box delineates the unlabeled El Vado de 

los Padres [refer to inset on Figure 1 [p. 33] and notes with the legend for Figure 10a.) 
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Figure 10a  (detail  of map shown on previous page ) 

The name, ñPuerto de Bucareliò, appears at the confluence of the Colorado and Little Colorado Rivers. 

The markings alongside the streams delineate canyons.  This is the first appearance on any map of the 

name given to the Grand Canyon by padre Garcés in 1776.  

ñPuerto de Bucareli ò seems to label a gap in the encanyoned reach of the Colorado River (see just to the left of the 

word ñPuertoò), an observation apparently not specifically noticed before. However, it does not convey Garc®sôs 

nomenclatural application of the puerto  to the chasm as a whole, as a pass for the river through the plateau. 

Instead, it shows a discrete gap, such as would be familiar in mountains; here it is an interruption in canyon walls. 

Given that Miera was personally aware of some of the Colorado Riverôs canyons from his travels with the 

Domínguez ïEscalante expedition of 1776, it seems odd that he would have made such an interpreta tionðunless 

through a misunder standing he thought that Garcés had identified a place similar to what became known as El 

Vado de los Padres  (The Crossing of the Fathers) where the Domínguez ïEscalante party had found a place to cross 

the encanyoned Colorado in todayôs southern Utah, an experience that would have been fresh in Mieraôs memory. 

Note also that the positioning of the puerto  is about where todayôs Leeôs Ferry is located, at  the break between 

Glen and Marble Canyons, a locale visted by the expedition although they could not cross the river there. Miera 

also marked El Vado de los Padres  as a gap, though without a label  (see inset on Figure 1 [p.  33] ).  
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1778 
 

Font, Pedro  

  WHEAT I:171  [attributed to Garcés, 1777]  

 1778  25.1047  Plano Que contie.  las Provincias de Sonora, Pimerías, Papaguería, Apacheria, Rios Gila y 

Colorado y tierras descubierts.  hasta el Puerto de Sn.  Franco.  en la California Septemtrional y 

hasta el Pueblo de Oraybe enla Provincia de el Moqui, con arreglo alos diarios de el Coronel 

Dn.  Anto Crespo y de los P.P. Misionero.  Fr Pedro Font y Fr Franco. Garces deqn.   los viajes 

desde la nacion Jabajaba enel Rio Colorado hasta la mision de Sn.  Gabriel, alas Naciones 

que estan al Norte de esta Mision, su regreso alos Jamajabas, y camino que hizo al Moqui 

están Señalados con lineas de puntos: con cuia Señal se manifiesta tambien la linea de 

Presidios de esta frontera.  [I n Spanish .]  

   [Plano que conti[en]e las Provincias de Sonora, Pimerías, Papaguería, Apachería, Rios 

Gila y Colorado y tierras descubiert[a]s hasta el Puerto de S[a]n Fran[cis]co en la 

California Septentrional y jasta el Pueblo de Oraybe en la Provincia de el Moqui, con 

arreglo á los diarios de el Coronel D[o]n Ant[oni]o Crespo y de los P.P. Misioneros 

Fr[ray] Pedro Font y Fr[ay] Francisco Garcés de q[uie]n, los viajes desde la nación 

Jabajaba en el Río Colorado hasta la misión de S[a]n Gabriel, a las Naciones que están 

al Norte de esta Misión, su regreso á los Jamajabas y camino que hizo al Moqui, están 

señalados con lineas de puntos: con cuia señal se manifiesta también la línea de 

Presidios de esta frontera.]  

    MANUSCRIPT , Archivo General de Indias, MP-MEXICO, 349; digitized online at 

http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/21218  (© MECD. Archivos 

Estatales (España) ; last accessed 9 December 2024 ).  

    The catalog records notes, ñEl autor es fray Pedro Font. La menci·n de autor²a 

se localiza en la documentaci·n asociada.ò 

    Å As a manuscript this would not be cited in this Cartobibliography , but it is of 

importance to the history of the Grand Canyon and the Southwest .  Even though 

Puerto de Bucareli is no t indicated on this map , it is included herein 

because of its significant cross - references and contemporary overlapping of 

geographical coverage.   
    Å Compare also the manuscript maps cited herein, by Garcés (1777, ITEM NO . 

25.1045 ), Font (1777, ITEM NO. 25.1046 ), Veléz y Escalante (1777, ITEM NO . 25.602 ), 

and Miera y Pacheco (1777, ITEM NO . 25.1115 ; 1778, ITEM NO . 25.1048 ).  As a result of 

varied citations made of these maps over the years, all are cited in this 

Cartobibliography  with clarified information provided as closely as possible based on 

examinations of all of these maps and information with their catalog records.  

     While this map portrays much of the same region as the other two 

maps, it notably omits the notation of Puerto Bucareli at the confluence of ñR. 

Coloradoò and ñR. de S. Pedro Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River).  Somewhat 

confusingly, just to the south of that confluence is another, that of ñR. de S. 

Anton o.  Jabesuaò from the southeast, and just to the north of the Jaquesila is a 

short tributary (not labeled), also from the southeast.  There are numerous other 

variations between the maps.  The Colorado River is shown with its outlet at a 

somewhat broadened head of ñGolfo de Californiasò. 

 

Miera y Pacheco, Bernardo de  

 

 1778  25.1048  Plano Geografico de los Descubrimientos hecho por Dn.  Bernardo Miera y Pacheco y los RRs.  

Ps.   Fr. Francisco Atanasio Dominguez y Fr. Silvestre Veles.  S. Felipe Rl.  de Chiguagua  Año 

de 1778.  [I n Spanish .]  

     MANUSCRIPT , Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University, WA 

MSS S -2856; digitized online at  

   https://brbl -dl.library.yale.edu/vufind/Record/3432520  (last accessed 9 December 

2024).  

http://pares.mcu.es/ParesBusquedas20/catalogo/show/21218
https://brbl-dl.library.yale.edu/vufind/Record/3432520
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     Å As a manuscript this would not be cited in this Cartobibliography, but it is of 

importance to the history of the Grand Canyon and the Southwest.   Puerto de 

Bucareli is not  indicated  on this map , but it is included herein because of its 

significant cross - references and contemporary overlapping of geographical 

coverage.  

     On the Beinecke Library copy cited here:  

      ñRio Coloradoò is depicted to the confluence of ñRo.  Nabajooò, north of 

which the river is labeled ñrio de los Zaguaganasò.  The southwestern part of the 

map displays the confluence of ñRio de las Coninasò. 

     Å  Note that there are variants of Mieraôs map from the Dom²nguez-Escalante 

expedition; this one is cited as an example without getting into the issues of historical 

cartography, which are beyond the purpose of this Cartobibliography .  See examples 

cited in Wheat (1957, Volume 1, pp. 94 -116), who notes that there are ñat least six 

distinct manuscript copies, each exhibiting some differences from the othersò (p. 99).  

Wheat further observes (p. 100, WHEAT I:173 ) that the British Museum manuscript, 

ñAdditional Manuscripts No. 17,661-C .  . . bears at least some evidence of being the 

original map which accompanied Escalanteôs Diario Derrotero ò when it was sent to the 

Viceroy of New Spain in May 1777.  (This was acquired in 1848, listed then as ñóPlano 

geografico de la tierra descubierta y demarcada por Don Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco 

al rumbo del Noroeste y Oeste del Nuevo Mexicoô [1771-1779]ò (square brackets are 

part of quotation; in Catalogue of Additions to the Manuscripts in the British Museum, 

in the years MDCCCXLVIII -MDCCCLIII  (Printed by Order of the Trustees, 1868), p. 

43.)  See also a fuller description in Catalogue of the Manuscript Maps, Charts, and 

Plans, and of the Topographical Drawings in the British Museum. Volume III.  (Printed 

by Order of the Trustees, 1871), p. 504: ñóPlano geografico de la tierra descubierta y 

demarcada por Don Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco, al rumbo de noroeste y oeste del 

Nuevo Mexico, quien fue en compania de los RR. PP. Fr. Francisco Atanacio 

Dominguez, visitador comisario y custodio de esta, y Fr. Silvestre Velez de Escalante, 

siendo uno del numero de las diez personas que acompa¶aron a dicho RR. PP.;ô drawn 

on a scale of 6¾ leagues (of 20 to a degree) to an inch: 2 f. 8 in. × 2 f. 4 in. [ Add.  

17,661. c.]ò (square brackets are part of quotation). 

     Compare also the manuscript maps cited herein, by Garcés (1777, ITEM NO . 

25.1045 ), Font (1777, ITEM NO . 25.1046 ; 1778, ITEM NO . 25.1047 ), and Veléz y 

Escalante (1777, ITEM NO . 25.602 ).  As a result of varied citations made of these maps 

over the years, all are cited in this Cartobibliography  with clarified information 

provided as closely as possible based on examinations of all of these maps and 

information with their catalog records.  

 

 

1781 
 

Villavic o , Manuel  [Villavicencio, Manuel]   [Villavicencio, Manuel de]  

 

 1781  25.510  (SCULPSIT) Carta geographica de la costa, y parte de la peninsula de la California naciones 

que comprehende hasta el Nuevo Mexico, y vi¨ge qô hizieron Fr. Franco Garces, y Fr. Pedro 

Font al Rio Colorado[,] S. Gabriel, y Moqui el año de 1777.  [México] : [no imprint], 1 

sheet, ñEscala de 60 Leguas de ¨ 5000. baras.ò [scale ca.  1:9,000,000].   [In Spanish.]  

     Map labels the lands of Native American groups.  ñR. Coloradoò is 

delineated up into present -day Utah, passing through a mountainous terrain in 

the vicinity of Grand Canyon.  The river enters the Gulf of California (not labeled) 

at its northeastern head.  The routes of travel followed by Padres Francisco 

Garcés and Pedro Font are delineated.  

    Notes found in descriptions of this map indicate that it may have been 

prepared for a book that was never published.  This is the first map to portray 

the landscape of the entire lower Colorado River (with the expected geographical 

faults).  Also of note is the label, ñPuerto de Bucareli ò at the confluence of ñR. 

Coloradoò and ñR. Jaquesiaò (Little Colorado River).  This is the first printed  
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map to label what later became known as the Grand Canyon.   (The first 

manuscript map to note a name appears to have been the one specially cited 

herein as Veléz y Escalante [ 1777,  ITEM NO .  25.602 ] ; and see also that ma p 

illustrated there]. )  
 

  Brown University, John Carter Brown Library; 
https://jcb.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/workspace/handleMediaPlayer?lunaMediaId=JCBMAPS~1~1~2621~101204 

(last accessed 9 December 2024)  

Figure 11  

https://jcb.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/workspace/handleMediaPlayer?lunaMediaId=JCBMAPS~1~1~2621~101204
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1804 
 

Humboldt, Alexander von  11    (citations begin on  next page)  

 
11  Regarding the 1804 manuscript map of Humboldt, copied in Washington, D.C., Hébert and Mullan (1999, no. 

540) noted, ñWe believe that this map was traced in ca. 1846 by J. G. Bruff from an 1804 original by Alexander 

von  Humboldt.ò However, there is no further documentary remark and they do not comment on the disposition 

of the original copy. The Library of Congressôs catalog record for the map is not annotated to this effect. There 

also are no pertinent records in LOC online under Joseph Goldsborough Bruff.  Allen (2014, p. 81, note  6), 

however, is more clear: ñIn 1804 Humboldt presented a copy of his map to Thomas Jefferson, but that manu-

script appears to be lost. The Library of Congress has a copy of Humboldt's map dated 1804 on its Web 

site  . . . , but this appears to be a manuscript copy of the printed 1811 version of Humboldt's map made during 

the Mexican -American war by American military cartographer Joseph Goldsborough Bruff.ò  Wheat, 1959, 

Volume III, p. 97, notes that ñmaps Bruff drew languished unused in government archives . .  . .ò Bruff had gone 

West in 1849 to the gold fields, where he kept diaries and made maps, so his interest and involvement in this 

region is documented (see Wheat, pp. 97 -102). Per haps he also also made a copy of the 1804 copy of 

Humboldt (a postulation added here; that is, if H®bert and Mullanôs supposition is correct). Harvey (2020, pp. 

69, 81 note  122) observes, ñThere appear to have been two copies of the map, one commissioned by [Albert] 

Gallatin from Mr. Kraft [ sic , identified only as a Washington, D.C., cartographer; likely F. C. de Krafft of the 

District of Columbia Surveyorôs Office; this would be the 1804 copy of Humboldtôs original] the other made 

surreptitiously by General James Wilkinson for use by Zebulon Pike.ò 

 Humboldt was aware of the unsanctioned 1810 copies of his ñgreat map of New Spainò (1808). He criticized 

Arrowsmithôs 1810 production (Humboldt, 1811, 1812; see also Allen, 2016, 2017), where he appended 

remarks on the Pike copy. In 1814, specifically noting his manuscript map, he commented on the pirated 

editions by Arrowsmith and Pike, wherein he specially noted Pikeôs map, ñLes cartes du Mexique qui se trouvent 

annexées à la relation de son voyage, sont des réductions  de ma grande carte de la Nouvelle -Espagne, dont 

une copie ®toit rest®e en 1804 ¨ la Secr®tairerie dô£tat de Washington.ò The comment was also noted in English 

translation (1814, p. xxx [second series]; 1815, p. xxi note): ñThe maps of Mexico, which are annexed to the 

narrative of his journey, are reduced from my great map of new Spain, of which I left a copy, in 1804, at the 

secretary of stateôs office at Washington.ò Humboldt did not remark on the 1810 map produced by the London 

firm of Longman, Hurst, Rees, Oreme and Brown, which although it, too, includes errors, does credit Humboldt.  

Allen, David Y.  

 2014  Alexander von Humboldt and the mapping of Mexico.  e-Perimetron , 9(2): 79 -96.  

 2016  Alexander von Humboldtôs critique of Aaron Arrowsmithôs 1810 map of Mexico.  Imago Mundi , 

68(2): 232 -236.  

 2017  Mapping in Humboldtôs shadow: Aaron Arrowsmith and the cartogr aphy of Mexico, 1802 -1825.  

Terrae Incognitae , 49(1) (April): 50 -67.  

Arrowsmith, A.  [Arrowsmith, Aaron]  

 1810  A new map of Mexico and adjacent provinces compiled from original documents By A. Arrowsmith 

1810.  London.  Published 5 th.  October 1810. by A. Arrowsmith 10 Soho Squ e.   Hydrographer to 

H.R.H. the Prince of Wales.  Engraved by E. Jones.  

Harvey, Eleanor Jones  

 2020  Alexander von Humboldt in the United States : Art, Nature, and Culture.   Washington D.C.: 

Smithsonian American Aert Museum, in association with  Princeton University Press, Princeton (New 

Jersey), and Oxford, 442 [444] pp.  

Hébert, John R., and Mullan, Anthony P.  

 1999  The Luso -Hispanic world in maps : a selective guide to manuscript maps to 1900 in the collections of 

the Library of Congress.   Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 282 pp.  [This resource is also 

online at https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/luso/ ; last accessed 9 December 2024. ]  

Humboldt, Alexander  

 1808  Carte G®n®rale du Royaume de la Nouvelle Espagne depuis la Parallele de 16Á jusquôau Parellele de 

38Á (Latitude Nord) Dress®e Sur des Observations Astronomiques et sur lôensemble des Mat®riaux 

qui existoient ¨ Mexico, au commencement lôan®e 1804.  Par Alexandre de Humboldt.   2 sheets.  

In:  Atlas géographique et physique du Royaume de la Nouvelle -Espagne, fondé sur des observations 

astronomiques, des mesures trigonométriques et des nivellemens barométriques.   Paris: Chez Fr. 

Schoell, rue des Fossés -S.-Germain -lôAuxerrois, No. 29; et a Tübingue, chez J. G. Cotta, libraire.  

 1810  A map of New Spain, from 16°. to 38°. North latitude reduced from the large map : drawn from 

astronomical observations at Mexico in the year 1804, by Alexandre de Humboldt, and 

https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/luso/
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Humboldt, Alexander von  [Humboldt, Friedrich Alexander von]   [Humboldt, Alexander de]  [Humboldt, 

Alexandre de]  

 

 1804  25.1877  [Carta geográfica general del reino de Nueva España.]  [Copy by Juan Segura, 1804?]   

[In Spanish.]  

     MANUSCRIPT , Real Academia de la Historia, Madrid; digitized online at 

https://bibliotecadigital.rah.es/es/consulta/registro.do?id=12462  (last accessed 9 

December 2024).    

     Å As a manuscript this would not be cited in this Cartobibliography , but it is of 

importance to  the history of the Grand Canyon and the Southwest.  This is a copy of 

Humboldtôs manuscript map, which copy was made apparently by Juan Segura of of 

Guanajuato  while Humboldt was working in Mexico.  

      This map portrays the name, ñPuerto de Bucareli ò, labeled at the 

confluence of unlabeled rivers, but obviously the Colorado and Little Colorado 

Rivers. (The Colorado is not labeled anywhere on the map; upstream from the 

puerto is the confluence of ñRio Saguananasò and ñRio de los Animasò, as shown 

here.)  

     Compare this map against the 1804 manuscript copy made in Washington, D.C.  

( ITEM NO . 25.627 ); and notes therewith . Another copy, in the University of Texas at 

Arlington, is titled ñCarta Geografica Gral del Reyno N.E. Sacada de la Orignal hecha 

en 1803 por el Sor. Baron de Humboldt. Y Dedicada al Sor. Conde de la Valencianaò, 

 
comprecending the whole of the information contained in the original map, except the heights of the 

Mountains.   [London]: ñPublished as the Act directs, Octr. 25, 1810, by Longman, Hurst, Rees, 

Oreme and Brown, Paternoster Row.ò 

 1811  Sur une carte de la Nouvelle -Espagne: publiée par Mr. Arrowsmith, en 1810.   Paris: [no imprint].  

[Critique of Arrowsmithôs pirated copy of Humboldt (1808).] 

 1812  Über eine Karte von Neuspanien, herausgegeben von Hrn. Arrowsmith, im J. 1810.  Montatliche 

Correspondenz zur beförderung der Erd -  nd Himmels -Kunde , 25 (March): 265 -272.  [Critique of 

Arrowsmithôs pirated copy of Humboldt (1808).] 

 1814  Voyage aux régions équinoxiales du nouveau continent, fait en 1799, 1800, 1801, 1802, 1803 et 

1804, par Al. de Humboldt et A. Bonpland, rédigé par Alexandre de Humboldt; avec un atlas 

géographique et physique.  Tome Premier.   Paris: Chez F. Schºll, 643 pp.  [In French.  Authorôs 

name published as Alexandre de Humboldt.]  

 1814  Personal narrative of travels to the equinoctial regions of the new continent, during the years 1799 -

1804.  By Alexander de Humboldt, and Aimé Bonpland; with maps, plans, &c.  Written in French by 

Alexander de Humboldt, and translated into English by Helen Maria Williams.  Vol[.] I.   London: 

Printed for Longman, Hurst, Rees, Oreme, and Brown; J. Murray; and H. Colburn, xi, li, 289 [291] 

pp.  

 1815  Personal narrative of travels to the equinoctial regions of the new continent, during the years 1799 -

1804.  By Alexander de Humboldt and Aimé Bonpland.  Written in French by Alexander de 

Humboldt, and translated into English by Helen Maria Williams.   Philadelphia: M. Carey.  Dec. 23 

1815, pp. i - xxxii, 33 -432.  

Pike, Zebulon  

 1810  An account of expeditions to the sources of the Mississippi, and through the western parts of 

Louisiana, to the sources of the Arkansaw, Kans, La Platte, and Pierre Jaun, rivers  : performed by 

order of the government of the United States during the years 1805, 1806, and 1807. And a tour 

through the interior parts of New Spain, when conducted through these provinces, by order of the 

Captain -General, in the year 1807.   Philadelphia: C. and A. Conrad, and Co.; Petersburgh (New 

York): Somervell and Conrad; Norfolk (Virginia): Bonsal, Conrad, and Co; and Baltimore (Maryland): 

Fielding Lucas, Jr. (John Binns, Printer.)  

Wheat, Carl Irving  

 1959  Mapping the Transmississippi West, 1540 -1861. Volume Three. From the Mexican War to the 

boundary surveys, 1846 -1854.  San Francisco: Institute of Historical Cartography, xiii, 349 pp.  

https://bibliotecadigital.rah.es/es/consulta/registro.do?id=12462
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which ñis possibly the earliest surviving version of Alexander von Humboldtôs personal 

manuscript map of New Spainò. 12  

 

 1804  25. 627  General Chart of the Kingdom of New Spain Betn parallels of 16 & 38° N. From materials in 

Mexico at commencement of year 1804. by Humboldt. 

     MANUSCRIPT , Library of Congress, map collection, call number G4410 1804.H8 , 

1 sheet; digitized online a t https://www.loc.gov/item/2001622416/ . 

     Å  As a manuscript this would not be cited in this Cartobibliography , but it is of 

importance to  the history of the Grand Canyon and the Southwest.  This is a copy of 

Humboldtôs manuscript map, which copy was made (or ordered made) by Albert 

Gallatin, then Secretary of the Treasury under President Thomas Jefferson when 

Humboldt passed through Washington, D.C., en route to Europe after his Central 

American tour.  The copy now in the Library of Congress seems to be a separate copy 

probably made by Joseph Goldsborough Bruff  later in the 19th century, the Gallatin 

copy apparently no longer extant.  

      This map portrays the name, ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò, labeled at the 

confluence of Rio Colorado and Rio Jaquesita (Little Colorado River).  The name 

was noted in contemporary correspondence, but Garc®sôs journal was not 

published until 1900 ( see  Elliott Coues, On the trail of a Spanish pioneer [ Francis 

P. Harper, New York, 1900] ).  Also, a river without defined headwater or 

confluence runs parallel to and west of the Colorado between the San Juan and 

Little Colorado, labeled ñRio de las Piramides Sulfureas ò. 

     Humboldt did not publish this map until 1808 , and  redrawn versions were 

published in 1810 by two  London publisher s and in the U.S. by Zebulon Pike  (1810, 

ITEM NO . 25.560 , copied from the Gallatin copy of Humboldtôs manuscript map without 

credit).   Note that the woodcut map by Manuel Villavicencio  (1781, ITEM NO . 25.510 ), 

which, with credit to Padres Garc®s and Font in 1777, likewise includes ñPuerto de 

Bucareliò and is the first printed map to include a name for the Grand Canyon. 

 
 

1808 
 

Humboldt, Alexander von  [Humboldt, Friedrich Alexander von]  [Humboldt, Alexander de]  [Humboldt, 

Alexandre de]  

 

 1808  25. 2104  Carte G®n®rale du Royaume de la Nouvelle Espagne depuis la Parallele de 16Á jusquôau 

Parellele de 38° (Latitude Nord) Dressée Sur des Observations Astronomiques et sur 

lôensemble des Mat®riaux qui existoient ¨ Mexico, au commencement lôan®e 1804.  Par 

Alexandre de Humboldt.  [2 sheets]   [In French.]  

    I n:  Atlas géographique et physique du Royaume de la Nouvelle -Espagne, fondé 

sur des observations astronomiques, des mesures trigonométriques et des 

nivellemens barométriques.   Paris: Chez Fr. Schoell, rue des Fossés -S.-Germain -

lôAuxerrois, No. 29; et a Tübingue, chez J. G. Cotta, libraire.  

     Includes ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli) at the confluence of 

Rio Colorado and Rio Nabajoa [ sic , duplicate name on this map, which on the 

manuscript map and in other reproductions is correctly ñR. Jaquesilaò (Little 

Colorado River).  

    In this edition, author given on title -page as ñAl. de Humboldtò. 

    This atlas is digitized online at Universidad Complutense Madrid, 

https://patrimoniodigital.ucm.es/s/patrimonio/item/83651  ( last accessed 9 December 

 
12  Paula Rebert, ñA Map Meeting at the University of Texas at Arlington, October 2008ò, Investigaciones 

Geográficas  (Instituto de Geografíca, México), no. 68 (2009), pp. 149 -152 .  For details regarding the collection 

of Humboldt maps in the Real Academia de la Historia, see Carmen Manso Porto, ñLa colecci·n cartogr§fica de 

Am®rica de Alexander von Humboldt conservada en la Real Academia de la Historiaò, Real Academia de la 

Historia, Boletín  (Madrid), Vol. 205, no. 3 (September -December 2008), pp. 537 -589 . 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2001622416/
https://patrimoniodigital.ucm.es/s/patrimonio/item/83651
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2024 ).  The digital copy of the map is not at a sufficient resolution to examine very 

fine details.  

 

1810 
 

Arrowsmith, A.  [Arrowsmith, Aaron]  

  WHEAT II:295  

 1810  25.1054  A new map of Mexico and adjacent provinces compiled from original documents By A. 

Arrowsmith 1810.  London.  Published 5th.  October 1810. by A. Arrowsmith 10 Soho Sque.   

Hydrographer to H.R.H. the Prince of Wales.  Engraved by E. Jones. 

    This map is copied without credit from Humboldt (1808) , showing ñRio 

Coloradoò generally, and at the confluence of ñR. Jaguesilaò the label ñPuerto de 

Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

 

Clark, William  

 

 1810  25.1882  A Map of part of the Continent of North America. 

    MANUSCRIPT , Yale University , last accessed 9 December 2024  

(https://collections.library.yale.edu/catalog/2012144?child_oid=1053073 ).  

    Å As a manuscript this would not be cited in this Cartobibliography , but it is of 

importance to  the history of the Grand Canyon and the Southwest.  

    This is a draft  of an 1811 manuscript map of the Lewis & Clark expedition by 

William Clark, which in its published version did not embrace the Colorado River 

headwaters (in History of the Expedition Under the Command of Captains Lewis and 

Clark: To the Sources of the Missouri, thence Across the Rocky Mountains and down 

the River Columbia to the Pacific Ocean , Prepared for the Press by Paul Allen, Esquire 

[ historically known to have been edited by  Nicholas Biddle], Bradford and Inskeep, 

Philadelphia, 1814).  

     The 1810 draft map includes ñRio Coloradoò to the ñG of Californiaò, 

which includes along the Colorado River between the confluences of ñRio 

Languananusò and ñRio Jasquevillaò the label ñPuerto del Bacorilli ò (Puerto de 

Bucareli)  and its position  that belie its having been copied, at least in this part, 

from Pikeôs 1810 map, which was there mislabeled as ñPuerto del Bacorelliò.) 

 

Humboldt, Alexander von  [Humboldt, Friedrich Alexander von]   [Humboldt, Alexander de]  [Humboldt, 

Alexandre de]  

  WHEAT I: 273*, II:303*  [which refers back to I :27 3* ]  

 1810  25. 567  A map of New Spain, from 16°. to 38°. North latitude reduced from the large map : drawn 

from astronomical observations at Mexico in the year 1804, by Alexandre de Humboldt, and 

comprecending the whole of the information contained in the original map, except the 

heights of the Mountains.  [London]: ñPublished as the Act directs, Octr. 25, 1810, by 

Longman, Hurst, Rees, Oreme and Brown, Paternoster Row.ò, 1 sheet.  (ñAlex. 

MacPherson, del.ò  ñCooper Sculp.ò) 

    Reproduced from Humboldt 1808.  

     Includes ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli) at the confluence of 

Rio Colorado and Rio Nabajoa [ sic , duplicate name on this map, which on the 

manuscript map and in other reproductions is correctly ñR. Jaquesilaò (Little 

Colorado River).  

 

Pike, Z. M.  [Pike, Zebulon Montgomery]  

  WHEAT II:299  [with illustration facing p. 25]  

 1810  25. 560  A Map of the Internal Provinces of New Spain.  The Outlines are from the Sketches of but 

corrected and improved by Captain Zebulon M. Pike, who was conducted through that 

Country, in the Year 1807, by Order of the Commandant General of those Provinces. 

    In:  Pike, Z. M., An account of expeditions to the sources of the Mississippi, and 

through the western parts of Louisiana, to the sources of the Arkansaw, Kans, La 

Platte, and Pierre Jaun, rivers  : performed by order of the government of the United 

https://collections.library.yale.edu/catalog/2012144?child_oid=1053073
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States during the years 1805, 1806, and 1807.  And a tour through the interior parts 

of New Spain, when conducted through these provinces, by order of the Captain -

General, in the year 1807.   Philadelphia: C. and A. Conrad, and Co.; Petersburgh 

(New York): Somervell and Conrad; Norfolk (Virginia): Bonsal, Conrad, and Co; and 

Baltimore (Maryland): Fielding Lucas, Jr.  (John Binns, Printer .)  

    Cartographic historians understand that this map was taken largely from 

Humboldt, without credit.  

     ñAncient Californiaò is separated from ñProvince of Senoraò [ sic ]  by 

ñGulf of Californiaò.  ñRio Coloradoò is shown on a mostly direct course from the 

northeast, from the confluence of ñRio Zanguananosò and an unlabeled river (San 

Juan River), arriving at the head of the gulf with ñRio Gilaò.  En route it receives 

ñRio Jasquevillaò (Little Colorado River, misspelling Humboldtôs Rio Jaquesila) 

from the east and ñRio Sn.  Mariaò (Bill Williams River) from the east.  A river 

without defined headwater or confluence runs parallel to and west of the 

Colorado between the San Juan and Little Colorado, labeled ñRio de los Panami 

des surfurcas on ignore l[ô]Embouchureò (mispelling and making even more 

nonsensical Humboldtôs ñRio de las Piramides Sulfureasò); and ñRio de los 

Martiresò, another river that often appears tangled in some fashion with the 

Colorado on some maps, is shown to the west of the confluence of the Bill 

Williams, striking west -southwestward off the map.  Of note is the label ñPuerto 

del Bacorelli ò (misspelling Humboldtôs ñPuerto de Bucarelliò, which is correctly 

Garc®sôs original Puerto de Bucareli).  Pikeôs map thus has significance as the 

first American -published map to apply a name to what we know as the Grand 

Canyon, despite having been taken without credit from Humboldt.  

 
 

1811 
 

Humboldt, Alexander von  [Humboldt, Friedrich Alexander von]  [Humboldt, Alexander de]  [Humboldt, 

Alexandre de]  

 

  [ 1] :  WHEAT I: 272*  (ñCarte Générale ò; with illustrat ion  between pp. 134/135) ,  

II:302*  [which refers back to I :272 * ]  

  [ 2] :  WHEAT I:275 *, II:305*  [which refers back to I :27 5* ]  (ñCarte du Mexiqueò) 

 1811  25.547  Carte G®n®rale du Royaume de la Nouvelle Espagne depuis la Parallele de 16Á jusquôau 

Parellele de 38° (Latitude Nord) Dressée Sur des Observations Astronomiques et sur 

lôensemble des Mat®riaux qui existoient ¨ Mexico, au commencement lôan®e 1804.  Par 

Alexandre de Humboldt.  (ñLs.  Aubert pere Scripsitò.)  [In French.]  

    In:  Atlas géographique et physique du Royaum de la Nouvelle -Espagne, fondé 

sur des observations astronomiques, des mesures trigonométriques et des 

nivellemens barométriques.   Paris: Chez F. Schoell, folio.  

    One map on two double - folio plates, which depict northern and southern 

halves).  The bottom - left of the southern -half sheet notes: ñDessin® ¨ Mexico par 

lôAuteur en 1804, perfectionn® par le m°me, par MM. Friesen, Oltmanns et Thuilier 

1809.ò; and in the lower-right: ñGrav® par Barriereðet lôEcriture par L. Aubert pere, ¨ 

Paris.ò 

    In this edition, author given on title -page as ñAl. de Humboldtò.  This folio atlas 

complemented the Political Essay  on New Spain that had been published in sections 

during 1808 -1811 (see Humboldt, 1808, ITEM NO .  2.21363  in Volume 1, Part B  of The 

grand canon ); the original editions are in French.  The first English translation 

made by John Black, 1811; German edition, 1809 -1814; Spanish edition, 1822; and 

numerous others thereafter.  

     ñVieja Californiaò is separated from ñIntendencia de Sonoraò by ñGolfe 

de Californie ou Mar de Cortes (Mer Vermeille)ò.  ñRio Coloradoò is depicted 

following a generally uniform southwesterly course from the confluence of ñRio 

Zaguananasò and ñRio Nabajoaò (San Juan River) to the head of ñMer de Cortesò.  

Of note : On the northern half (specifically, the northwestern quadrant), the 
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confluence of Rio Colorado and Rio Jaquesila is marked, ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò 

(Puerto de Bucareli).  It is this map that is occasionally mis -cited as the first to 

portray this name for the Grand Canyon (see instead Manuel Villavicencio, 1781, 

ITEM NO. 25.510).  Also on this map is the first appearance of a disjointed river to the 

west of the Rio Colorado, paralleling it between the confluences of the Nabajoa 

and Jaquesila, which is labeled ñR. de las Pyramides Sulfureasò, as well as 

another disjointed river west of and paralleling the lower Colorado, here 

somewhat separated by mountains, ñR. de los Martiresò.  What is further 

significant in this map and its contemporaries is that it publishes the geography 

of the Domínguez -Escalante expedition of 1776, before known only in manuscript 

by the cartographer Miera y Pacheco as redrawn by others.  

    See also  Carte du Mexique et des Pays Limitrophes Situ®s au Nord et ¨ lôEst, 

Dress®e dôapr¯s la Grande Carte de la Nouvelle-Espagne de Mr.  A. de Humboldt, et dôautres 

Matériaux, par J. B. Poirson.  1811.  The bottom -left of the sheet notes, ñGrav® par 

Barriereò; bottom-right notes, ñet lô®criture. [large space ] par L. Aubert.ò 

     This broader view of southern North America is less detailed in the 

Southwest and does not label ñPuerto de Bucarelliò at the confluence of ñR. 

Jaquesila.  ñVieja Californiaò is separated from ñIntendencia de Sonoraò by ñMer 

de Cortesò.  ñRio Coloradoò is depicted following a generally uniform 

southwesterly course from the confluence of ñRio Zaguananasò and ñR. Nabajoaò 

(San Juan River) to the head of the gulf.  

    NOTE: This second map also appears at the end of Volume 1 of Humboldtôs 

(1811) Essai politique sur le royaume de la nouvelle Espagne  (Paris: Chez F. Schoell ).  

 
 

1817 
 

John Thomson and Co.  

  WHEAT II:320  [with 1814 date]  

 1817  25.1200  Spanish North America.  (ñDrawn and Engraved for Thomsons New General Atlas 

1814.ò) 

    In:  A new general atlas, consisting of a series of geographical designs, on 

various projections, exhibiting the form and component parts of the globe; and a 

collection of maps and charts, delineating the natural and political divisions of the 

empires, kingdoms, and states in the world.  Constructed from the best systematic 

works, and the most authentic voyages and travels.  With a memoir of the progress of 

geography, a summary of physical geography, and a consulting index to facilitate the 

finding out of places.   Edinburgh: Printed by George Ramsay and Co. for John 

Thomson and Co., Edinburgh; Baldwin, Cradock, and Joy, London; and John 

Cumming, Dublin.  

    The 1817 ed. is the first ed. of this completed atlas.  

     This map is adapted from Humboldt and Pike.  The Colorado River 

region is decidedly different from the portrayal on the ñNorth Americaò map in 

this atlas.  ñCaliforniaò is separated from ñSonoraò by ñGulf of Californiaò.  

ñColorado R.ò is portrayed between the head of the gulf and the confluence of ñR. 

Nabajoaò (San Juan River) and ñR. Zaguananasò.  At the confluence of ñR. 

Jasquesilaò is the label ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  ñR. Gila is a 

tributary from the east directly to the northeastern part of the gulf.  

 
 

1818 
 

Pinkerton, John  

 

 1818  25. 1919  Spanish Dominions in North America  Northern Part.  (ñDrawn under the direction of Mr. 

Pinkerton by L. Hebert.ò  ñPublished by Dobson Philada.ò  ñNeele sculpt. 352 Strand.ò) 
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     In:  Pinkerton, John, A modern atlas : from the latest and best authorities 

exhibiting the various divisions of the world, with its chief empires, kingdoms, and 

states : in sixty maps, carefully reduced fr om the largest and most authentic sources.   

Philadelphia: Thomas Dobson and Son.  

      ñColorado R.ò is depicted between the head of ñGulf of Californiaò and 

the confluence of ñR. Zaguananasò (Green River, from the north) and ñR. 

Nabajoaò (San Juan River, from the east), having followed a generalized 

southwestward course.  The confluence with ñR. Jasquesilaò (Little Colorado 

River, from the east) is labeled ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  The 

only confluences downstream are ñR. de S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River) from the 

east and ñR. Gilaò from the east.  Also depicted in the area of interest are two 

rivers, both without defined headwaters or confluence: ñR. de los Pyramides 

sufurcasò, which runs parallel to and west of the Colorado, and ñR. de los 

Martinesò, which runs for a short distance west of and about parallel to the lower 

Colorado River .  
 
 

1819 
 

Arrowsmith, A.  [Arrowsmith, Aaron]  

 

 1819  25. 1993  A New Map of Mexico and Adjacent Provinces Compiled from Original Documents by A. 

Arrowsmith 1810.  (ñLondon.  Published 5th. October 1810. by A. Arrowsmith 10 Soho 

Squ e.  Hydrographer to H.R.H. the Prince of Wales.ò)  (ñEngraved by E. Jonesò.) 

    In:  Arrowsmith, A., Atlas to Thompsonôs Alcedo; or dictionary of America and 

West Indies; collated with all the most recent authorities, and composed chiefly from 

scarce and original documents, for that work, by A. Arrowsmith, Hydrographer to His 

Royal Highness the Prince Regent.   London: Printed by George Smeeton.  

     ñRio Coloradoò is depicted between the Gulf of California and the 

confluence of ñR. Zaguananasò and ñR. Nabajoaò, following an effectively straight 

southwesterly course until shortly before reaching the gulf, where it turns to the 

south -southeast where it also receives ñR. Gilaò from the east.  At the confluence 

of ñR. Jaguesilaò (Little Colorado River) is the label ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò (Puerto 

de Bucareli).  It also receives ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River) in its lower 

course.  Paralleling part of the lower course, with an arrow indicating a 

north eastward flow, is ñR. de los Martires, without source or confluence. 

 
 

1822 
 

H. C. Carey and I. Lea   [firm]  [Henry Charles  Carey and Isaac Lea ]  

 

 1822  25.710  Geographical, Historical, and Statistical Map of Mexico. 

    In:  A complete historical, chronological, and geographical American Atlas : 

being a guide to the history of North and South America, and the West Indies , 

exhibiting an accurate account of  . . . their various kingdoms  . . . together with the 

wars, celebrated battles, and remarkable events, t o the year 1822.  According to the 

plan of Le Sageôs Atlas and intended as a companion to Lavoisneôs improvement of 

that celebrated work.   Philadelphia: H. C. Carey and I. Lea, [143] pp., 53 maps.   [This 

is map 38.]  

     ñMouth of the R. Coloradoò is labeled at the head of ñGulf of Californiaò; 

the river is labeled ñRio Coloradoò between there and the confluence of ñRio 

Zaguananasò (Green River) and ñRio Nabajoaò (San Juan River).  The Little 

Colorado River is mis -labeled ñRio Nabajoaò (again); at its confluence with the 

Colorado is the label ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 
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Tanner, H. S.  [Tanner, Henry Schenck]  

 

  WHEAT II:350  [with cropped illustration facing p. 81 ]  

 1822  25.552  A map of North America, constructed according to the latest information.  Philadelphia: H. 

S. Tanner, 1 sheet.  

     Includes ñPuerto Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli)  straddling the 

confluence of the Rio Colorado and Rio Jaquesila.  Paralleling the main stream 

some 80 miles westward is a fragmentary portrayal of ñR. of the Sulphurous 

Pyramidsò, which may (or may not) connect farther southwest with ñR. de los 

Martires ò that goes to the Pacific north of San Diego.  Both the Colorado and the 

Rio Gila converge at the very head of the Gulf of California.  

 
 

1823 
 

Tanner, H. S.  [Tanner, Henry Schenck]  

 

 1823  25. 2018  A map of North America, constructed according to the latest information: by H. S. Tanner.  

(ñN. America S. W. Sheet.ò)  (ñAmerican Atlasò.) 

    In:  A new American atlas containing maps of the several states of the North 

American Union .  . . .  Philadelphia: H. S. Tanner.  

     ñRio Coloradoò is delineated alolng an essentially direct southwesterly 

course from the confluence of ñR. Zaguananasò-ñRio Nabajoaò and the head of 

the Gulf of California.  Includes ñPuerto Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli)  straddling 

the confluence of the Rio Colorado and Rio Jaquesila.  ñR. S. Mariaò is a tributary 

from the east.  Paralleling the main stream some 80 miles westward is a 

fragmentary portrayal of ñR. of the Sulphurous Pyramidsò, which may (or may 

not) connect farther southwest with ñR. de los Martiresò that goes to the Pacific 

north of San Diego.  Both the Colorado and the Rio Gila converge at the very 

head of the Gulf of California.  

 

Wyld, James  

 

 1823  25. 2065  Map of North America from 20 to 80 Degrees North Latitude Exhibiting the recent 

Discoveries, Geographical and Nautical; Drawn chiefly from the Authorities of M. de 

Humbolt, Lieutt. Pike, Messrs. Lewis and Clarke, Sir Alexr. Mackenzie, Mr. Hearne, Coll. 

Bouchette, Captns. Vancouver, Ross, Parry & Franklin. also describing the Boundary Lines 

between the Territories of Great Britain & Spain with the United States.  London  Published 

by Jas. Wyld, successor to W. Faden. No. 5 Charing Cross. Geographer to His Majesty; and to 

H.R.H. the Duke of York.  June 1st. 1823. 

     ñCaliforniaò and ñSonoraò are separated by ñGulf of Californiaò.  ñRio 

Coloradoò is depicted on a more or less straight northeast-southwest course 

between the head of the gulf and the confluence of ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan 

River) and ñR. Zaguananasò.  ñR. Jaguesilaò (Little Colorado River) is a tributary 

from the east, and at its confluence with the Colorado is the label ñPuerto de 

Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  A river (not labeled; Bill Williams River) is 

tributary to the lower Colorado River from the east.  A river (not labeled) with 

headwater forks is tributary to the lower Colorado farther south.  ñR. Gilaò is 

tributary to the Colorado from the east just before the Colorado reaches the gulf.  
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1825 
 

Tanner, H. S.  [Tanner, Henry Schenck]  

 

 1825  25.553  A map of North America, constructed according to the latest information : improved to 1825.  

Philadelphia : H. S. Tanner, 1 sheet.  

     Includes ñPuerto Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli) straddling the 

confluence of the ñRio Coloradoò and ñRio Jaquesilaò.  Both the Colorado and the 

Rio Gila converge at the very head of the Gulf of California.  

 

Wyld , James  

 

  WHEAT II :366  

 1825  25.1217  Map of North America Exhibiting the recent Discoveries, Geographical and Nautical; Drawn 

chiefly from the Authorities of M. de Humboldt, Lieutt.  Pike, Messrs.  Lewis and Clarke, Sir 

Alexr.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  Hearne, Coll.  Bouchette, Captns.  Vancouver, Ross, Parry & Franklin, also 

describing the Boundary Lines between the Territories of Great Britain[,] the United States, 

and the Mexican and Central States.  London Published by Jas.  Wyld, (successor to W. 

Faden) No. 5, Charing Cross.  Geographer to His Majesty; and to H.R.H. the Duke of York.  

March 1st.  1825.  [ 4 sheets.]  

     ñCaliforniaò and ñSonoraò are separated by ñGulf of Californiaò.  ñRio 

Coloradoò is depicted on a more or less straight northeast-southwest course 

between the head of the gulf and the confluence of ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan 

River) and ñR. Zaguananasò.  ñR. Jaguesilaò (Little Colorado River) is a tributary 

from the east, and at its confluence with the Colorado is the label ñPuerto de 

Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  A river (not labeled; Bill Williams River) is 

tributary to the lower Colorado River from the east.  A river (not labeled) with 

headwater forks is tributary to the lower Colorado farther south.  ñR. Gilaò is 

tributary to the Colorado from the east just before the Colorado reaches the gulf.  

 
 

1826 
 

Tanner, H. S.  [Tanner, Henry Schenck]  

  WHEAT II:364  [ñ1825ò cited]  

 1826  25.1055  A map of the United States of Mexico, As organized and defined by the several Acts of the 

Congress of that Republic, Constructed from a great variety of Printed and Manuscript 

Documents, by H. S. Tanner.  1826.  Philadelphia: H. S. Tanner, 1 sheet.  (ñEntered 

according to Act of Congress, the 10 th.  day of June, 1825, by H.S. Tanner, of the State 

of Pennsylvania. ò) 

     The northwestern portion of the country (todayôs American Southwest) 

is simplified from Humboldtôs maps (without specific credit).  ñRio Coloradoò is 

shown generally, and at the confluence of ñRio Jaquesilaò is the label, ñPuerto 

Bucarello ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

 
 

1827 
 

Vandermaelen, Ph.  [Vandermaelen, Philippe]  

  WHEAT II:378  

 1827  25.584  Atlas universel de geographie physique, politique, statisique et mineralogique, sur lôechelle 

de 1/1641836 ou dôune ligne par 1900 toises, dresse par Ph. Vandermaelen . . . .  Quatrieme 

partie.  Amér. sept.  Bruxelles: Ph. Vandermaelen.  [An atlas issued by subscription, in 

76 parts, 1825 -1827.]  Tableau Provisoire dôAsemblage dôune Partie de lôAm®rique seple. & 

dôune Partie de lôAm®rique Meridionale.  [I n French.]  



M A P P I N G  G R A N D  C A N Y O N  

Puerto de Bucare l i (1777ɀ1884)  

 
 

 

61 
 

     The southwestern part of North America is clearly reproduced from the 

map by Alexander von Humboldt (see for example Humboldt, 1811,  ITEM NO. 

25.547).  The confluence of ñRio Colorado de Occidenteò and ñRio Jaquesilaò (Little 

Colorado River) is labeled ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

    See also map 53, ñAmér. Sep. Partie de la vieille Californieò, which displays the 

region bounding the upper Gulf of California.  The map displays ñRio Colorado de 

Occidenteò and ñRio Gilaò converging at the head of the gulf, which is labeled 

ñEmb. de Rio Coloradoò.  Also shown is ñR. de los Martiresò paralleling the 

Colorado to the west and striking southwestward to the Pacific.  

 
 

1830 
 

Brué, A. H.  [Brué, Adrien -Hubert]  

  WHEAT II:361  

 1830  25. 1682  Carte Générale des États-Unis Mexicains et des Provinces-Unies De lôAm®rique Centrale.  

Redig®e par Bru® G®ographe.  Paris.  1825.  Chez LôAuteur Rue des Maons-Sorbonne No.  9. 

et chez les principaux Md. s de cartes Géographiques.  (ñGrav®e sous la direction de 

lôAuteur.ò  ñAtlas, en 65 feuilles No.  59.ò)  [In French.]  

    In:  Atlas universel de géographie physique, politique, ancienne et moderne 

contenant les cartes générales et particulières de toutes les parties du monde : rédigé 

conform®ment aux progr¯s de la science pour servir ¨ lôintelligence de lôhistoire, de la 

géographie et des voyages.   Paris: LôAuteur, 2nd ed., 1830. 

     ñVieille Californieò is separated from ñSonoraò by ñGolfe de Californie ou 

Mer de Cortesò.  ñR. Colorado de Occidente ò follows a generally northeast-

southwest course from headwaters to the head of the gulf.  Among the 

headwaters neither the Green nor Grand rivers are portrayed.  Tributaries en 

route to the gulf are ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from the east (with 

tributaries to it in turn from the northeast), ñR. Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) 

from the east -northeast, ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River) as a minor tributary 

from the east, and ñR. Gila, the confluence of which is in the Colorado north of 

the head of the gulf.  At the confluence of Jaquesila is the label ñPuerto 

Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  Paralleling the Colorado to its west, between 

headwaters at the latitude of R. Nabajoa and eventually reaching the Pacific at 

ñS. Luis Reyò is a river labeled in its headwater ñR. de las Piramidesò, joined by a 

dotted line to ñR. de los Martiresò farther downstream, which then is depicted by 

another dotted line progressing toward the coast before being drawn again as a 

solid line without label.  

 

Hall, Sidney  

  WHEAT II:381  [with date 1828]  

 1830  25.1219  Mexico. and Guatimala.  Corrected from original information communicated by Simon A. G. 

Bourne Esq.  By Sidney Hall.  (ñLondon, Published by Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown & 

Green, Paternoster Row, March, 1828.ò) 

    In:  A new general atlas, with the divisions and boundaries carefully coloured: 

constructed entirely from new drawings, and engraved by Sidney Hall.   London: 

Printed for Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown and Green.  [ This is map 46/XLVI .]  

     ñCaliforniaò and ñSonoraò are separated by ñGulf of Californiaò.  ñR. 

Coloradoò is drawn on a mostly straight northeast-southwest course between the 

gulf and confluence of ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) and ñR. Zaguanasò.  ñR. 

Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) is a tributary from the east, with at its 

confluence the place marker for ñPuerto Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  ñR. S. 

Mariaò (Bill Williams River) is a tributary from the east, and ñR. Gilaò joins the 

Colorado just above the head of the gulf .  
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1832 
 

Colton, J. H.   [Colton, Joseph Hutchins]  

 

 NO DATE  25.2215  Mexico & Guatimala.  (ñLondon: Published by Orr and Smith, Amen Corner, Paternoster 

Row.ò)  (ñDrawn and Engraved by J. Dower, Pentonville, London.ò) 

    In:  Higgins, W. M., A general descriptive atlas of the earth, containing separate 

maps of the various countries and states, from original drawings.  With a short 

account of each country, descriptive of its geographical features, chief towns and 

cities, populaton, and general statistics.   London: W. S. Orr and Co.; and Edinburgh: 

W. and R. Chambers.  [1832.]   [Map no. 40.]  

     ñR. Coloradoò is delineated between the head of ñGulf of Californiaò and 

headwaters; its course is effectively straight to the southwest to the head of the 

gulf; enroute it receives ñRiv. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from the east, 

ñJaquesila Riv.ò (Little Colorado River) from the east (at the confluence of which 

is the label ñPuerto Bucarelli ò [Puerto de Bucareli]), ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams 

River) from the ast, and ñR. Gilaò from the east.  West of and parallel to the 

Colorado is ñR. de las Piramidesò, which is continued by a dotted line that joins 

with ñR. de los Martiresò that is implied by solid and dotted lines to continue 

southwestwardly to the Pacific.  
 

Tanner, H. S.  [Tanner, Henry Schenck]  

 

 1832  25.1736  Map of the United States and Mexico, Drawn & Engraved under the direction of H. S. Tanner.  

For the Atlas, to accompany Thos.  T. Smileyôs Easy Introduction to the Study of Geography.  

1832.  (ñEngraved for the Atlas, to accompnay Smileyôs Easy Introduction to the Study 

of Geography.  1832ò.)  (ñEntered according to act of Congress. Feby.  1st.  1830, by 

Thomas T. Smiley of the State of Pennsylvania.ò) 

    In:  Smiley, Thomas T., A new atlas, exhibiting the elevation of mountains, 

length of rivers, and population of cities, to accompany An Easy Introduction to the 

Study of Geography, for the Use of Schools .  . . .  Philadelphia: Printed for the Author, 

and for sale at Grigg and Elliottôs Bookstore, No. 9, North Fourth Street, and by 

Booksellers and Country Merchants generally in the United States.  (J. Harding, 

Printer.)  

     ñLower Californiaò is separated from ñSonora and Sinaloaò by ñGulf of 

Californiaò.  ñRio Coloradoò is depicted between the head of the gulf and the 

confluence of ñR. Zaguanasò (the upper Colorado) and ñRio Nabajoaò (San Juan 

River).  Its course is essentially directly to the southwest, turning due south just 

before striking the head of the gulf.  Not far below the San Juan it receives ñRio 

Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) from the east; at that confluence is the label 

ñPuerto Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  West of the Colorado at the latitude of 

the San Juan and Little Colorado, ñR. of the Sulphurs.  Pyramidsò, without 

defined headwater or confluence, parallels the Colorado.  West of the lower 

Colorado, ñR. de los Martiresò begins without definite headwater, flowing 

southwest, before becoming depicted by a dotted line passing to the west -

southwest.  ñRio Gilaò enters the head of the gulf independently, from the east, 

just below the mouth of the Colorado.  
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1834 
 

Arrowsmith, J.  [Arrowsmith, John]  

 

 1834  25.1211  Mexico, by J. Arrowsmith.  (ñLondon, Pubd.  15 Feb y.  1834, by J. Arrowsmith, 33 East S t.  

Red Lion Square.ò)  [An atlas sheet, no. ñ44ò.] 

     ñR. Coloradoò is depicited on a more or less straight northeast -

southwest course between the head of ñGulf of Californiaò and headwaters east 

of ñYouta or G. Salt L.ò  Tributaries are ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River), ñJ. 

Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River), a short tributary (not labeled) from the 

northwest between the San Juan and Little Colorado, ñPyramid or Adams R.ò 

from the north and northwest, ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River), and ñR. Gilaò, 

which reaches the head of the gulf independently of the Colorado.  At the 

confluence of the Little Colorado is the label ñP t o.  Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  
 
 

1836 
 

Dower, J.   [Dower, John James]  

 

 1836  25.2285  Mexico and Guatimala.  (ñLondon, Published by Henry Teesdale & Co. 302 High Holborn.ò 

[apparently reengraved on an earlier notation])  (ñDrawn & Engraved by J. Dower, 

Pentonville, London.ò) 

    In:  A new general atlas of the world, compiled fr om the latest authorities both 

English and foreign; contaiining separate maps of its various countries and states, and 

exhibiting their boundaries and divisions, also the chains of mountains, rivers, lakes 

and other geographical fetures, comprehended in forty -sev n. maps, including ancient 

maps of Greece, the Roman and Persian empires and Palestine, from drawings made 

expressly for this work.   London: Henry Teesdale and Co.  [Map no. 38.]  

     ñR. Coloradoò is delineated between the head of ñGulf of Californiaò and 

the confluence of ñR. Zaguanasò (Green River) and ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan 

River); enroute tributaries are ñR. Jacquesitaò (Little Colorado River), at the 

confluence of which is labeled ñPuerto Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli), an 

unlabeled tributary from the east (Bill Williams River), and ñGila R.ò from the 

east.  Paralleling the Colorado to its west is a river system delineated first at its 

headwater by a solid line labeled ñR. de la Pirmaidesò, which becomes a dotted 

line before reaching a solid line labeled ñR. de los Martiresò, after which the line 

is dotted again and heads off toward the Pacific Ocean.  

 
 

1837 
 

Rosa  

 

  WHEAT II :429  

 1837  25.739  Mapa de los Estados Unidos Mejicanos arreglado a la distribucion que en diversos decretos 

ha hecho del territorio el Congreso General Mejicano.  Paris, 1837.  Publicado por Rosa.  

[No imprint], 1 sheet.   [In Spanish.]  

    Wheat (1958, Volume II, p. 248) calls this map a ñpalpable plagiarism of 

Tannerôs Mexico, translated into the Spanish Language.ò  Refers to Tanner (1826, ITEM 

NO. 25.1055 ).  

     Mexico includes that portion of what is now the southwestern United 

States, its northern border with ñOregon Tierraò.  ñRio Coloradoò is portrayed 

along a fairly straight course between ñGolfo de Californiaò and the confluence of 

ñRio Zaguananasò (Green River) and ñRio Nabajoaò (San Juan River).  At the 

confluence of ñRio Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) and the Colorado is labeled 
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ñPuerto Bucarello ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  Not far to the west of this confluence is 

a disconnected river, without headwater or confluence, running parallel to the 

Colorado, ñC. de las Pyramides Sulfureasò.  Southwest from there, at the latitude 

of the tributary ñR. Sta.  Mariaò (Bill Williams River), is another disconnected river, 

ñR. de los Martiresò. 

 
 

1840 
 

Arrowsmith, J.  [Arrowsmith, John]  

 

 1840  25.1212  Mexico, by J. Arrowsmith.  (ñLondon, Pubd.  15 Feb y.  1840, by J. Arrowsmith, 10 Soho 

Square.ò) 

     ñR. Coloradoò is depicited on a more or less straight northeast-

southwest course between the head of ñGulf of Californiaò and headwaters east 

of ñYouta or G. Salt L.ò  Tributaries are ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River), ñJ. 

Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River), a short tributary (not labeled) from the 

northwest between the San Juan and Little Colorado, ñPyramid or Adams R.ò 

from the north and northwest, ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River), and ñR. Gilaò, 

which reaches the head of the gulf independently of the Colorado.  At the 

confluence of the Little Colorado is the label ñP t o.  Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

 

Brué, A. H.  [Brué, Adrien -Hubert]  

 

 1840  25.1332  Carte Générale des États-Unis Mexicains de la République du Texas et des Etats de 

lôAm®rique Centrale.  par A. Bru® G®ographe du Roi.(1825).  Revue et augment®e par Ch. 

Picquet, Géographe du Roi et de Mgr.  le Duc DôOrl®ans.  Paris, 1840.  Chez Ch. Piquet, Quai 

Conti, 17, près du Pont des Arts.  (ñAtlas, en 65 feuilles No.  59.ò)  [In French.]  

    In:  Atlas universel de géographie physique, politique, ancienne & moderne, 

contenant les cartes générales et particulièrea de toutes les parties du monde; rédigé 

conform®ment aux progr¯s de la science pour servir ¨ lôintelligence de lôhistoire, de la 

Géographie et des Voyages.  Nouvelle Édition composée de Soixante cinq feuillea.  Par 

A. Brué, Géographe du Roi. revue et augmentée par Ch les.  Picquet, Géographe du Roi 

et de M gr.  le Duc dôOrl®ans.  Paris: Chez Ch. Piquet Géographe du Roi et de S.A.R. Mgr. 

le Duc dôOrl®ans, propri®taire des cartes et atlas de fonds de Mr.  Brué.  

     ñVieille Californieò is separated from ñSonora et Cinaloaò by ñGolfe de 

Californie ou Mer de Cortesò.  The remainder of the area of interest to this 

Cartobibliography  is the same as that described in Bru®ôs 1825 ed. (ITEM NO . 

25.1330  in THE GRAND CANON  Volume 2 ), with the exception of the course of 

ñR. de los Martiresò: ñR. Colorado de Occidente ò follows a generally northeast-

southwest course from headwaters to the head of the gulf.  Among the 

headwaters neither the Green nor Grand rivers are portrayed.  Tributaries en 

route to the gulf are ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from the east (with 

tributaries to it in turn from the northeast), ñR. Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) 

from the east -northeast, ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River) as a minor tributary 

from the east, and ñR. Gila, the confluence of which is in the Colorado north of 

the head of the gulf.  At the confluence of Jaquesila is the label ñPuerto 

Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  Paralleling the Colorado to its west, is a river 

labeled in its headwater ñR. de las Piramidesò, joined by a dotted line to ñR. de 

los Martiresò farther downstream, which then is depicted by another dotted line 

that turns to the southeast to reach the lower Colorado River north of the 

confluence of the Gila . 
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1841 
 

Hall, Sidney  

 

 1841  25.2280  Mexico.  (ñEngraved by S. Hall, Bury Str.t  Bloomsb .yò) 

    In:  Blackôs general atlas: A series of fifty- four maps from the latest and most 

authentic sources.  Engraved on steel, ini the first style of the art, by Sydney  [sic]  

Hall.   Edinburgh: Adam and Charles Black; London: Longman & Co., Simpkin, 

Marshall, & Co., Whittaker & Co., and Hamilton, Adams, & Co.; and Dublin: John 

Cumming.  Map XLIX.  

     ñR. Coloradoò follows an effectively straight southwesterly course from 

headwaters to the head of ñGulf of Californiaò, receiving en route ñR. Nabajoaò 

(San Juan River) from the east, ñR. Jaquesilaò from the east (at the confluence of 

which is a place -name, ñP. Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli), and ñPyramid R.ò 

from the northwest.  ñR. Gilaò arrives independently at the head of the gulf from 

the northeast.  

 
 

1842 
 

Arrowsmith , J.  [Arrowsmith, John]  

  WHEAT II:459  

 1842  25.1213  Mexico, by J. Arrowsmith.  (ñLondon, Pubd.  15 Feb y.  1842, by J. Arrowsmith, 10 Soho 

Square.ò) 

    In:  The London Atlas of Universal Geography, Exhibiting the Physical and 

Political Divisions of the Various Countries of the World, Constructed from Original 

Materials.  Is most respectfully dedicated to his venerable Friend John Middleton Esq r.  

As a testimony of Gratitude and Esteem, By his much Obliged & Humble Servant, John 

Arrowsmith, F.R.G.S[.] & R.A.S.  10, Soho Square, London.   (ñLondon, Pubd.  by J. 

Arrowsmith, 10 Soho Square, 1842.ò) 

     ñR. Coloradoò is depicited on a more or less straight northeast-

southwest course between the head of ñGulf of Californiaò and headwaters east 

of ñYouta or G. Salt L.ò  Tributaries are ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River), ñJ. 

Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River), a short tributary (not labeled) from the 

northwest between the San Juan and Little Colorado, ñPyramid or Adams R.ò 

from the north and northwest, ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River), and ñR. Gilaò, 

which reaches the head of the gulf independently of the Colorado.  At the 

confluence of the Little Colorado is the label ñP t o.  Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

 

Chapman and Hall   [firm]  

  WHEAT II:460  

 1842  25.1369  Central America  II . Including Texas, California and the Northern States of Mexico.  

(ñPublished under the Superintendence of the Society for Diffusion of Useful 

Knowledgeò.)  (ñPublished by Chapman & Hall 186 Strand 15 Oct. 1842.ò)  (ñJ. & C. 

Walker Sculp t. ò) 

    The same map as Charles Knight and Co. (1842, ITEM NO . 25.1367 ).  

     ñCalifornia Viejaò is separated from ñSonoraò by ñGulf of California 

Discovered in 1534 and called the Sea of Cortesò.  ñR. Coloradoò is depicted most 

generally on an essentially straight northeast - to -southwest course between 

headwater and the head of the gulf.  The only tributaries are ñR. Nabajoaò (San 

Juan River) from the east, ñR. Yaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) from the east, 

ñPyramid or Adams R.ò (Virgin River) from the northwest, ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill 

Williams River) from the northeast, and ñR. Gilaò from the east.  At the 

confluence of the Little Colorado is the place name ñP t o.  Bucarelli ò (Puerto de 

Bucareli).  
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Charles Knight and Co.  

 

 1842  25.1367  Central America  II . Including Texas, California and the Northern States of Mexico.  

(ñPublished under the Superintendence of the Society for Diffusion of Useful 

Knowledgeò.)  (ñJ. & C. Walkerò.) 

    The same map as Chapman and Hall [firm] (1842, ITEM NO . 25.1369 ).  

     ñCalifornia Viejaò is separated from ñSonoraò by ñGulf of California 

Discovered in 1534 and called the Sea of Cortesò.  ñR. Coloradoò is depicted most 

generally on an essentially straight northeast - to -southwest course between 

headwater and the head of the gulf.  The only tributaries are ñR. Nabajoaò (San 

Juan River) from the east, ñR. Yaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) from the east, 

ñPyramid or Adams R.ò (Virgin River) from the northwest, ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill 

Williams River) from the northeast, and ñR. Gilaò from the east.  At the 

confluence of the Little Colorado is the place name ñP t o.  Bucarelli ò (Puerto de 

Bucareli).  

    NOTE: Map does not include publisherôs information.  A variant of this map 

includes at bottom: ñLondon.  Chas.  Knight & Co. 22, Ludgate Street.ò and ñJ. & C. 

Walker Sculp t. ò 

 
 

1844 
 

Dower, J.  [Dower, John James]  

 

 1844  25. 2014  Mexico and Guatimala.  (ñLondon, Published by Henry Teesdale & Co.ò)  (ñDrawn & 

Engraved by J. Dower. Pentonville. London.ò) 

    In:  A new general atlas of the world, compiled and constructed with the 

greatest care from the latest government and other approved modern surveys and 

authorities, both English and foreign; containing separate maps of its various 

countries and states, and exhibiting their boundaries and divisions, chains of 

mountains, rivers, lakes, also the British and foreign railways, completed and 

projected: comprehended in forty -seven maps, including ancient maps of Greece, the 

Roman and Persian empires, and Palestine, from drawings made expressly for this 

work by the most eminent draftsmen, and executed by first - rate engravers.   London: 

Henry Teesdale and Co.  [This is map no. 38.]  

    The same as Dower (1836).  

     ñR. Coloradoò is delineated between the head of ñGulf of Californiaò and 

the confluence of ñR. Zaguanasò (Green River) and ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan 

River); enroute tributaries ae ñR. Jacquesitaò (Little Colorado River), at the 

confluence of which is labeled ñPuerto Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli), an 

unlabeled tributary from the east (Bill Williams River), and ñGila R.ò from the 

east.  Paralleling the Colorado to its west is a river system delineated first at its 

headwater by a solid line labeled ñR. de la Pirmaidesò, which becomes a dotted 

line before reaching a solid line labeled ñR. de los Martiresò, after which the line 

is dotted again and heads off toward the Pacific Ocean.  

 

Falconer, Thomas  

   WHEAT II:479  [1845 ed. = II:493]  

 1844  25.1089  North America.  Published under the Superintendence of the Society for the Diffusion of 

Useful Knowledge.  (ñLondon, Chas.  Knight & C o.  22, Ludgate Street.ò  ñEngraved by J. 

& C. Walker.ò) 

    In:  On the discovery of the Mississippi, and on the south -western, Oregon, and 

north -western boundary of the United States.  With a translation from the original ms. 

of memoirs, etc. relating to the discovery of the Mississippi, by Robert Cavelier de la 

Salle and the Chevalier Henry de Tonty.   London: Samuel Clarke, pp. i - iv, 5 -96, 1 -

100, 97 -99 [ sic ], [1], map.  
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     ñR. Coloradoò is depicted mostly along a straight line between the ñGulf 

of Californiaò and headwaters in ñSierra Madreò east of ñL. Youlaò (Great Salt 

Lake).  The only tributaries along its entire length are ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan 

River), ñR. Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River), ñR. Pyramidò (the Virgin River, also 

confused with the so -called, misrepresented and mistranslated, river of the 

ñsulfurous pyramidsò), ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River), and ñR. Gilaò.  At the 

confluence of the Jaquesila is a place marker for ñP t o.  Bucarelli ò (Puerto de 

Bucareli) .  
 
 

1845 
 

Morse, Sidney E.,   AND  Breese, Samuel  

   WHEAT II:4 69  

 1845  25.1328  Mexico. 

    In:  Morse, Sidney E., and Breese, Samuel, The cerographic atlas of the United 

States.   New -York: Sidney E. Morse and Co.  (ñSupplement to the New-York 

Observer.)  Notation on title -page, in square brackets: ñ[Entered, according to act of 

Congress, in the year 1841, by Sidney E. Morse and Samuel Breese, in the Clerks 

Office of the Southern District of New -York.]ò 

    Wheat (Volume 2, p. 270) remarks: ñ[The] Atlas  was published in sheets, 

showing various copyright dates. *  *  * This shows how misleading these dates can 

be.ò 

     ñOld Californiaò is separated from ñSonoraò by ñGulf of Californiaò.  ñR. 

Coloradoò is depicted between the head of the gulf and headwaters at the 

northern boundary of ñNew California  Generally called Upper Californiaò. 

Through its entire course the Colorado follows a generally and continuously direct 

southwesterly course before gently arcing to the south -southeast at the gulf.  It 

receives en route a tributary (not labeled) from the east (apparently the San 

Juan River), ñR. Yaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) from the east, a tributary (not 

labeled) from the northwest and northeast (Virgin River), ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill 

Williams River) from the northeast), and ñR. Gilaò with its confluence some 

distance north of the gulf.  At the confluence of the Little Colorado is the place 

name ñP t. o Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  The river that is identified here as the 

Virgin River has a tributary (not labeled) from the west, heading in a lake, which 

may be taken for Las Vegas Wash and the springs area of ñVegasò, a place name 

identified on other maps.  
 
 

1846 
 

Charles Knight and Co.  

 

 1846  25.1368  Central America  II . Including Texas, California and the Northern States of Mexico.  

(ñPublished under the Superintendence of the Society for Diffusion of Useful 

Knowledgeò.)  (London.  Chas.  Knight & Co. 22, Ludgate Street.ò)  (ñJ. & C. Walker 

Sculp t. ò) 

     ñCalifornia Viejaò is separated from ñSonoraò by ñGulf of California 

Discovered in 1534 and called the Sea of Cortesò.  ñR. Coloradoò is depicted most 

generally between the head of the gulf and the confluence of ñGreen R.ò and ñR. 

Grandò.  The only tributaries are ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from the east, 

ñR. Yaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) from the east, ñSevier R.ò from the north 

(after having looped from a north - flowing course some distance to the west, and 

with its middle part depicted by a dashed line labeled ñProbable Courseò), ñRio 

Virgenò from the northwest with headwaters shared with the Sevier, ñR. S. Mariaò 

(Bill Williams River) from the northeast, and ñR. Gilaò from the east.  At the 
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confluence of the Little Colorado is the place name ñP t o.  Bucarelli ò (Puerto de 

Bucareli).  

 

Disturnell, J.  [Disturnell, John]  

 

 1846  25.1714  Mapa de los Estados Unidos de Méjico, segun lo organizado y definido por las varias actas 

del Congreso de dicha República: y construido por las mejores autoridades.  Lo publican J. 

Disturnell, 102 Broadway.  Nueva York.  1846.  Revised Edition.  [In Spanish.]  

     ñRio Coloradoò is drawn unsteadily along a generally southwesterly 

course between ñGolfo de Californiaò and the confluence of ñGreen R.ò and ñRio 

de N a Sa.  de los Doloresò, where the headwaters of the Green and other 

tributaries are peculiarly depicted.  Upstream from the confluence with Rio 

Nabajoa (San Juan River) the Colorado is labeled ñRio Zaguananasò.  The only 

other tributaries to the Colorado are ñRio Jaquesitaò (Little Colorado River) from 

the east, ñRio Virginò from the west-northwest, ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River) 

from the east, and ñRio Gilaò from the east-northeast.  A short stream without 

defined headwater or confluence, ñR. de los Martiresò flows southwest some 

distance west of the lower Colorado.  Within the area of interest to this 

Cartobibliography , only minor points vary in this Revised Edition compared to the 

earlier ed. of 1846 ( ITEM NO . 25.1067  in THE GRAND CANON  Volume 2 ), including 

the  addition here of the  label ñP. Bucaretti ò (Puerto de Bucareli) at the Little 

Colorado confluence, and the place name ñS. Pedroò at the Gila confluence. 

 

Tanner, H. S.  [Tanner, Henry Schenck]  

   WHEAT III:528  

 1846  25.1068  A map of the United States of Mexico, As organized and defined by the several Acts of the 

Congress of that Republic, Constructed from a great variety of Printed and Manuscript 

Documents, by H. S. Tanner.  Second edition, 1846.  Philadelphia: H. S. Tanner, 1 sheet.  

(ñEntered according to Act of Congress, the 2nd.  day  of April, 1832 , by H.S. Tanner, of 

the State of Pennsylvania. ò) 

     The northwestern portion of the country (todayôs American Southwest) 

is simplified from Humboldtôs maps (without specific credit).  ñRio Coloradoò is 

shown generally, and at the confluence of ñRio Jaquesilaò is the label, ñPuerto 

Bucarello ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

    NOTE: The principal features of the frequent new editions of this map were to 

display changing political boundaries.  

 

 1846  25.1069  A map of the United States of Mexico, As organized and defined by the several Acts of the 

Congress of that Republic, Constructed from a great variety of Printed and Manuscript 

Documents, by H. S. Tanner.  Third edition, 1846.  New York: H. S. Tanner, 1 sheet.  

(ñEntered according to Act of Congress  in the year 1846 , by H.S. Tanner, in the Clerks 

Office of the District Court for the Southern District of New York .ò)  (ñPublished by H. 

S. Tanner,ò [Philadelphia address mostly obliterated on plate ].)  

     The northwestern portion of the country (todayôs American Southwest) 

is simplified from Humboldtôs maps (without specific credit).  ñRio Coloradoò is 

shown generally, and at the confluence of ñRio Jaquesilaò is the label, ñPuerto 

Bucarello ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

    NOTE: The principal features of the frequent new editions of this map were to 

display changing political boundaries.  
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Wyld, James  

 

 1846  25. 2066  Mexico[,] the British Possessions in North Ameica and the United States.  London.  

Published by Jas. Wyld, Geographer to the Queen, Charing Cross East.  1846.  (ñJames 

Wyld, Geographer to the Queen and to H.R.H. Prince Albert, Charing Cross, East, four 

doors fr om Trafalgar Square, Londonò.)  (London, James Wyld  Charing Cross.ò)  

(ñLondon, James Wyld, 5 Charing Cross.ò) 

     ñCaliforniaò and ñSonoraò are separated by ñGulf of Californiaò.  ñRio 

Coloradoò is depicted on a more or less straight northeast-southwest course 

between the head of the gulf and the confluence of ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan 

River) and ñR. Zaguananasò.  ñR. Jaguesilaò (Little Colorado River) is a tributary 

from the east, and at its confluence with the Colorado is the label ñPuerto de 

Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  A river (not labeled; Bill Williams River) is 

tributary to the lower Colorado River from the east.  A river (not labeled) with 

headwater forks is tributary to the lower Colorado farther south.  ñR. Gilaò is 

tributary to the Colorado from the east just before the Colorado reaches the gulf.  

Unusually, ñR. de las Pyramidesò is depicted as a southwest- flowing stream (west 

of ñR. Jaguesilaò), turning to the west to become ñR. de St. Felippeò that enters 

one of the ñTule Lakesò west of the ñCalifornian Mountainsò, although the lakes 

seem to be added without much correcting or removal of preexisting stream 

courses.  

 
 

1847 
 

Disturnell, J.  [Disturnell, John]  

   WHEAT III :540  

 1847  25.36  Mapa de los Estados Unidos de Méjico, segun lo organizado y definido por las varias actas 

del Congreso de dicha República: y construido por las mejores autoridades.  Lo publican J. 

Disturnell, 102 Broadway.  Nueva York.  1847.  Revised Edition.  [In Spanish.]  

     ñRio Coloradoò is drawn in uncertainly; upstream from the confluence 

with ñRio Jaquesitaò (Little Colorado River) its name is shown as ñRio 

Zaguananasò.  At the confluence of Jaquesita is a place symbol labeled ñP. 

Bucaretti ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  Between Jaquesita and ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill 

Williams River), the Coloradoôs course is foreshortened along a south-southwest 

heading and receives mid -way ñRio Virginò, which flows some distance from the 

west -northwest to the Colorado (after having turned from a southwesterly course 

at the confluence of an unnamed tributary (Las Vegas Wash) that heads at 

ñVegasò.  At the latitude of the confluence of ñR. S. Mariaò and some distance 

west of it, a short, disjointed river, without definite headwater or confluence, ñR. 

de los Martiresò, flows parallel to the Colorado. 

 

Doolittle  and Munson   [firm]  [Doolittle, Curtis Miller,   AND  Munson, Samuel Bishop]  

   WHEAT III:542  

 1847  25.1292  New map of the United States and Mexico exhibiting the whole country from the Atlantic to 

the Pacific Ocean together with the Canadas & West India Islands.  Published by Monk & 

Sherer  College Buildings  Cincinnati.  1847.  (ñDrawn & Engraved by Doolittle and 

Munson.  Lettering by Ed. O. Reed [Edwin O. Reed], Cincinnati, O.ò) 

     The Gila River boundary between the U.S. and Mexico is shown.  The 

head of the ñGulf of Californiaò is drawn on a north-south line, tapering as like a 

simple estuary with the ñRio Coloradoò coming directly to it on a straight course 

from the north.  A very prominent, north -south oriented ñI. de Ignacioò is shown 

at the head of the gulf.  The Colorado is depicted from the confluence of ñR. Gilaò 

along a slightly meandering course crossing the Southwest from the northeast, 

from the confluence of the ñGreen R.ò and a short river (not labeled) coming 

from the south and east.  ñGrand R.ò is shown as a tributary to the Green coming 

due west from ñOld Parkò in northern ñTexasò.  The Colorado receives as 
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tributaries ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) and ñJaquesila R.ò (Little Colorado 

River), with at the confluence of the latter is the place name ñP. Bacarelli ò 

(Puerto de Bucareli).  Between that confluence and the confluence of ñVirgin R.ò 

(which comes to the Colorado from the northwest) are a short river (not labeled) 

from the north -northwest and a short river (not labeled) from the east.  ñR. 

Mariaò (Bill Williams River) is also shown. 

 

Ensigns and Thayer   [firm]  

 

 1847  25.2221  Pictorial Map of the United States  1847  Published by Ensigns, & Thayer, 36 Ann Street, 

New York.  (ñDrawn & Engraved by J. M. Atwood, New York.ò)  (ñEntered according to 

Act of Congress in the year 1847 by Phelps, Ensigns & Thayer, in the Clerks Office of 

the District Court for the southern District of New York.ò) 

    BROADSIDE  format wall map, with the map centered and pictorial vignettes of 

U.S. history surrounding it.  The sheet notes, ñPrinted by Miller & Boyle, No. 102[?] 

Broadway, N.Y.ò 

     ñRio Coloradoò (labeled on its lower course) and ñRio Colordo of 

Californiaò (labeled on its upper course) is delineated between the head of ñGulf 

of Californiaò and the confluence of ñGreen R.ò and ñGrand R.ò  Its course follows 

an effectively straight southwest course, receiving the tributaries ñR. San Juanò 

from the east, ñSevier R.ò from the north-northwest, ñRio Jaguesitaò (Little 

Colorado River) from the east (with ñBucaretti ò [Puerto de Bucareli] positioned 

as a point -place at the confluence, which was so shown presumably mistaking it 

as one of the campsites of the Dom ínguez -Escalante expedition in as much as ñSt 

Bartolomoò is shown as a point-place jsut upstream and ñconcepcionò at the San 

Juan confluence).  Farther downstream the Colorado receives ñRio Virginò from 

the north and northwest, an unlabeled river fr om the east (Bill Williams River), 

ñMohave R.ò from the west-northwest, and ñR. gila from the east and northeast.  

At the confluence of the Gila are ñS. Pedroò on the west and ñS. Pabloò on the 

east.  

 

Hutawa , Julius  

  WHEAT III:547  

 1847  25.1304  Map of Mexico[,] New Mexico, California & Oregon  Compiled for Chambers & Knapp from 

the latest authorities and revised and corrected by Officers of the U.S. Army, engaged in the 

various expeditions against Mexico, and Litho.  expressly for the Missouri Republican, by 

Juls Hutawa  Lithographic Estblt.  Second St N 45  St. Louis, Mo.  (ñSupplement to the 

Missouri Republican Oct. 1 st.  1847  S t.  Louis, Moò.) 

     ñLower Californiaò is separated from ñSonoraò and ñSinaloaò by ñGulf of 

Californiaò.  ñRio Coloradoò is shown between the head of the gulf and headwater 

rivers, the only one of which labeled is ñGreen R.ò  After receiving two tributaries 

(not labeled), one of them being the Grand River, the Colorado turns sharply to 

the south and follows a mostly south -southeastward course to the confluence of 

a river from the east (not labeled; Bill Williams River?, although depicted as 

heading near the pueblo of Zuni) before turning southwestward directly to the 

gulf.  ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) and ñR. Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado Riverò are 

shown as tributaries from the east.  At the confluence of R. Jaquesila is the label 

ñPuerto Bucarello ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  ñRio Virgenò is shown as a disjointed 

stream without definite headwater or confluence, and a stream (not labeled) 

heading at ñVegasò (Las Vegas Wash) is shown on an eastward course gbefore 

turning north toward the Rio Virgen and for a while flowing parallel to it.  Both of 

these latter streams are a considerable distance from the Colorado.  Between 

them and the Colorado is another short, disjointed stream on a northeast -

southwest course, likewise without definite headwater or confluence.  ñRio Gilaò 

is a tributary from the east some distance north of the head of the gulf.  
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Tanner, H. S.  [Tanner, Henry Schenck]  

   WHEAT III :554  

 1847  25.1231  A Map of the United States of Mexico, As organized and defined by the several Acts of the 

Congress of that Republic, Constructed from a great variety of Printed and Manuscript 

Documents by H. S. Tanner.  Fourth edition, 1847.  New York: H. S. Tanner.  

      ñLower Californiaò and ñSonoraò are separated by ñGulf of Californiaò.  

ñRio Coloradoò is depicted between the head of the gulf and the confluence of ñR. 

Zaguananasò and ñRio Nabajoaò (San Juan River).  Other tributaries are ñRio 

Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River), ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River), and ñRio 

Gilaò.  The confluence of the Little Colorado is marked ñPuerto Bucarello ò 

(Puerto de Bucareli).  

     NOTE: The principal features of the frequent new editions of this map were to 

display changing political boundaries.  

 

   WHEAT III :555  

 1847  25.1232  A Map of the United States of Mexico, As organized and defined by the several Acts of the 

Congress of that Republic, Constructed from a great variety of Printed and Manuscript 

Documents by H. S. Tanner.  Fifth edition, 1847.  New York: H. S. Tanner.  

      ñLower Californiaò and ñSonoraò are separated by ñGulf of Californiaò.  

ñRio Coloradoò is depicted between the head of the gulf and the confluence of ñR. 

Zaguananasò and ñRio Nabajoaò (San Juan River).  Other tributaries are ñRio 

Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River), ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River), and ñRio 

Gilaò.  The confluence of the Little Colorado is marked ñPuerto Bucarello ò 

(Puerto de Bucareli).  

     NOTE: The principal features of the frequent new editions of this map were to 

display changing political boundaries.  

 
 

1848 
 

Colton, J. H.   [Colton, Joseph Hutchins]  

 

 1848  25.2213  Map of the United States of America, the British Provinces, Mexico and the West Indies.  

Showing the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.  Published by J. H. ColtonNo. 86 Cedar St. New 

York 1848.  (ñDrawn and Engraved by Sherman & Smith New-Yorkò.)  (ñEntered 

according to Act of Congres, Decmeber, in the year 1846, by Joseph H. Colton, in the 

Clerks Office of the District Court for the Southern District of New York.ò) 

    Case map.  

     The Colorado River, labeled ñR. Coloradoò on its lower course, ñRio 

Colorado of the Gulf of Californiaò on its upper course, is delineated in an 

effectively stratight course between the ñGulf of Californiaò and the confluence of 

ñGreen R.ò and ñGrand or Colorado R.ò, although by the labeling it is difficult to 

ascertain that the Green continues through the reaches where it receives 

numerous tributaries, the larger ones of which could be construed to be the main 

stream that meets the Grand.  En route to the gulf from the Green ïGrand 

confluence the Colorado receives an unlabeled tributary from the north -

northwest, ñSevier Riverò from the northwest, ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River_ 

from the east, ñR. Yaquisillaò from the east (with at its confluence the label ñP t .o  

Bacarelli ò [Puerto de Bucareli ]), an unlabeled tributary from the north (which 

has a tributary to it in turn that extends from an unlabeled lake to the west), ñR. 

San Mariaò (Bill Williams River) from the east-northeast, ñRio Virgenò from the 

north and northwest (the confluence far too far south), and ñR. Gilaò from the 

east -northeast.  
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1849 
 

Colton, J. H.   [Colton, Joseph Hutchins]  

 

 1849  25.1547  Map of the United States of America, The British Provinces, Mexico, the West Indies and 

Central America with part of New Granada and Venezuela.  New York, Published by J. H. 

Colton, No. 86 Cedar St. 1849.  (ñMap Drawn by Geo. W. Colton.}  Engraved by John M. 

Atwood. }  Border Desig d.  & Eng d.  by W. S. Barnard. }  New York.ò [George Woolworth 

Colton, Joseph Hutchins Colton, William S. Barnard].)  (ñEntered according to Act of 

Congress in the year 1848 by J. H. Colton in the Clerks Office of the District Court for 

the Southern District of New York.ò) 

     ñRio Colorado of the Gulf of Californiaò is depicted effectively on a 

straight southwesterly course through ñUpper or New Californiaò, from the 

confluence of ñGreen R.ò (though labeled only on its farthest headwater) and 

ñGrand or Colorado R.ò to the head of ñGulf of Californiaò that separates 

ñCaliforniaò from ñSonoraò.  ñR. Gilaò arrives independently from the east-

northeast at the same point as which the Colorado arrives at the gulf.  The head 

of the gulf there is depicted rather peculiarly, with two heads to accommodate 

the two rivers, between which is a small ñI. Tomasò.  The narrow gulf then 

reaches a short distance to the south -southwest before turning due east for a 

short distance before reaching ñI. Goreò and ñMontagu I.ò at the proper mouth of 

the Colorado.  The gulf itself correctly extends northwest -southeast.  En route to 

the gulf, the Colorado receives the tributaries ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from 

the east -southeast, ñR. Yaquisillaò (Little Colorado River) from the east, a river 

(not labeled) from the northwest (which in turn shows two forks, one fromthe 

north -northeast, the other from the west that heads in a lake), ñR. San Mariaò 

(Bill Williams River) from the east -northeast, and (downstream from the Bill 

Williams) ñRio Virgenò from the north and northwest (which itself receives three 

tributaries from the northwest).  At the Yaquisilla confluence is the label ñP t o.  

Bacarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

 

Ensigns and Thayer   [firm]  

WHEAT II:609  [with illustration  facing p. 69 ]  

 NO DATE  25.698  Map of the Gold Regions of California.  Showing the Routes via Chagres and Panama, Cape 

Horn, &c.  (ñPublished by Ensigns & Thayer, 50 Ann Street New-York.ò)  [1849.]  

     This is a large sheet with much textual material in its lower part.  The 

map area is divided between a map of the Americas and a detail map of the 

western portion of the continental United States.  In ñUpper or New Californiaò, 

which embraces much of todayôs California, Nevada, Utah, and Arizona, the 

Colorado River is shown only generally, tracing northeast to southwest; in its 

lower course it is labeled ñRio Coloradoò, in its upper course below the confluence 

of ñGreen R.ò and ñGrand R.ò it is labeled ñRio Colorado of Californiaò.  The 

Colorado passes off the map to the south at the confluence of ñR. Gilaò at ñS. 

Pedroò and ñS. Pabloò.  ñR. San Juanò and ñRio Jaquesitaò (Little Colorado River) 

are tributaries from the east.  Between these two confluences is the confluence 

of ñSevier Rò, which is shown striking the Colorado from the northeast after 

having looped wholly around from where it is shown as a north - flowing river with 

headwaters at ñVegas de Sa. Claraò.  These headwaters are also the headwaters 

of the southwest -flowing ñRio Virginò, which in turn arcs to the southeast to join 

the Colorado.  At the confluence of ñRio Jaquesitaò is the place name, ñBucuretti ò 

(Puerto de Bucareli).  On the separate map of the Americas, in ñCaliforniaò, ñR. 

Coloradoò is shown very generally on a southwesterly flowing course; its only 

headwater is ñS. Raphael R.ò, with tributaries ñR. Nabajoaò, ñR. Jaguesilaò, and 

ñR Gilaò (labeled in its headwater ñGila R.ò 
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Lowry, J. Wilson  

 

 1849  25. 2020  Central America.  (ñEngraved by J. Wilson Lowryò.)  (ñLondonðPublished by Chapman 

and Hall 186 Strand ð1848ò.)  (ñContinental Seriesò.) 

    In:  Sharpeôs corresponding atlas, comprising fifty- four maps, constructed upon 

a system of scale and proportion, from the most recent authorities.  Engraved on steel 

by Joseph Wilson Lowry.  With a copious consulting index.   London: Chapman and 

Hall.  [Map No. 44. ]  

    Despite its title, the map also includes the entirety of the (modern) United 

States and southernmost Canada.  

     ñR. Coloradoò is delineated between ñG. of Californiaò and a single-

streamed headwater southwest of ñUtah L.ò; its course is effectively straight to 

the south -southwest.  Enroute it receives the tributaries ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan 

River) from the east, ñR. Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) from the east, ñR. 

Pyramidò from the northwest (with ñR. Virgenò a tributary to it in turn with the 

Virginôs lower course depicted by a dashed line), ñR. S. Martinò (Bill Williams 

River) from the east -northeast, and ñR. Gilaò from the east-northeast.  At the 

confluence of the Little Colorado is a labeled place -name, ñP. Bucarelli ò (Puerto 

de Bucareli).  Regarding the Rio Pyramid, this is a most unusual depiction even of 

that mythical stream, the so -called and misunderstood river of the sulfurous 

pyamids , made all the more peculiar in that the Virgin River is supposed to be a 

tributary to it.  

 

Rapkin, J.  [Rapkin, John]  

 

 NO DATE  25. 1656  Mexico, California and Texas.  (ñThe Illustrations by H. Warren, & Engraved by J. 

Rogers.ò)  (ñJ. & E. Tallis, London, Edinburgh & Dublin.ò)  (ñThe Map Drawn & 

Engraved by J. Rapkin.ò)  [1849. ]  

     The peninsula, ñLower Californiaò, is separated from ñSonoraò by ñGulf 

of Californiaò.  ñR. Coloradoò is depicted between the head of the gulf and the 

confluence of ñGreen R.ò and ñR. Grandò, although the Green is labeled only on a 

headwater branch.  From the confluence of ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from 

the east, the river follows a southwestward course to the supposed confluence of 

the ñSevier R.ò (depicted by a dotted line) from the north-northeast, where it 

turns south -southwest to the confluence of ñR. Yaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) 

from the east, following that course to the confluence of ñR. Virgenò from the 

northwestò, then turning more southward toward the gulf, receiving en route ñR. 

S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River) from the east-northeast and, closer to the gulf, the 

supposed course of the ñMohave R.ò (depicted by a dashed line) from the 

northwest, the finally ñR. Gilaò from the east-northeast.  At the confluence of 

Yaquesila is a place -name symbol labeled ñP t o.  Bucarelli ò(Puerto de Bucareli).  

    NOTE: There are variants of this map, which although different only in 

notational elements and ornamental vignettes, may be noted in catalogs or online 

offerings as 1849, 1850, or 1851, not always with assurance that the cited version is 

the correct date.  

 

Schmölder, B.   [ Schmölder, B runo]  

WHEAT III : 566  [1848]  

 NO DATE  25.1018  Neueste Special-Karte der westlichen u. südlichen Theile von Nord Amerika.  Die neuesten 

Gebiete der Union und die Vereinigten Staaten von Mexico. aus den neuesten Quellen 

veröffentlicht durch Mo.  Landrath Capt.  B. Schmölder in Californien.  (ñLithogr. bei M. 

Frommann in Darmstadt.ò)  [In German.]  

    Caption: ñZumpract. Wegweiser für Auswanderernach Nord-Amerika. Zuhaben-in 

Darmstadt bei M. Frommann, in Worms bei Steinkühl & Schmith, in New-York in der 

Redaction der ĂDeutschen Schmellpost  in New-Orleans i. d. R. d. ĂDeutschen Couriers  in 

St.  Louis i. d. R. d. ĂAnzeiger des Westen  und bei Franksen & Wösselhöf in San Francisco  

Ober Californien bei der Germania-Compagnie.ò]  [1849.]  
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    This map accompanied various eds. of Schmºlderôs Neuer praktischer 

Wegweiser für Auswanderer nach Nord -Amerika in drei Abtheilung mit Karten, Plänen 

und Ansichten  (Mainz: Le Rouxôsche Hofbuchhandlung). 

     ñRio Coloradoò is depicted along an essentially straight course between 

ñGolf von Californienò and ñRio Jaquesitoò (Little Colorado River).  Upstream from 

that confluence the river is labeled ñRio Zaguunanasò [ sic ], to which ñGreen R.ò is 

a tributary.  The confluence of the Little Colorado and Colorado is labeled ñP. 

Bucaretti ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  ñRio Virginò is depicted as a tributary to the 

Colorado from the west.  ñRio de los Martiresò is depicted west of and nearly 

parallel to the Colorado as a short river without headwater or confluence.  

 

Tanner, H. S.  [Tanner, Henry Schenck]  

WHEAT III :647  [ with illustration facing p. 85 ]  

 1849  25.700  Map of California[,] New Mexico[,] Texas &c.   New York: H. S. Tanner, folded map in case 

with case title, Tannerôs Travelling Map of California &c[.] 

     ñRio Coloradoò is labeled for that part of the river between ñGulf of 

Californiaò and the confluence of either ñRio Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) or 

ñRio Nabajoaò (San Juan River).  Between Rio Nabajoa and the confluence of 

ñGreen R.ò and ñGrand R.ò the river is labeled ñR. Zaguananasò.  At the 

confluence of Rio Jaquesila is marked ñPuerto Bucarello ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

 

Wilkes, Charles  

WHEAT II:458  [ with illustration  between pp. 176/177]   

 1849  25.947  Map of Upper California by the U.S.Ex.Ex. and best authorities 1841.  In:  United States 

Exploring Expedition.  During the years 1838, 1839, 1840, 1841, 1842.  Vol. V.   

Philadelphia: [Lea and Blanchard], 558 pp., plates.  [ Map faces p. 151.]  

     This map portrays the ñR. Coloradoò imaginatively and notes ñPto. 

Bucarelli ò (i.e.  Puerto de Bucareli) at the confluence of ñR. Yaquesilaò (i.e.  Little 

Colorado River).  Below the confluence of ñR. Gilaò the river divides to pass 

around ñAlgodones I.ò (i.e.  at the river delta) but the gulf is not shown.  

 

Wyld, James  

WHEAT III :657  

 1849  25.699  Map of the gold regions of California compiled from original surveys by James Wyld 

geographer to the Queen and Prince Albert.  London: James Wyld.  

     ñRio Coloradoò is shown only conjecturally between an area north of ñR. 

Nabajoaò (San Juan River) and the head of the Gulf of California (not labeled).  

Near the confluence of ñR. Yaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) is labeled ñP t o.  

Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

 
 

1850 
 

Colton, J. H.   [Colton, Joseph Hutchins]  

 

 1850  25.1548  Map of the United States of America, The British Provinces, Mexico, the West Indies and 

Central America with part of New Granada and Venezuela.  New York, Published by J. H. 

Colton, No. 86 Cedar St. 1850.  (ñMap Drawn by Geo. W. Colton.}  Engraved by John M. 

Atwood. }  Border Desig d.  & Eng d.  by W. S. Barnard. }  New York.ò [George Woolworth 

Colton, Joseph Hutchins Colton, William S. Barnard].)  (ñEntered according to Act of 

Congress in the year 1848 by J. H. Colton in the Clerks Office of the District Court for 

the Southern District of New York.ò) 

      This map is significantly revised from the 1849 ed.  ( ITEM NO . 25.1547).  

ñRio Coloradoò is shown between the head of ñGulf of Californiaò (that separates 

ñCaliforniaò from ñSonoraò) and the confluence of ñRio Virgenò following an 

effectively due south course until reaching the confluence of ñR. Gilaò (from the 

east), whereafter it flows southeast to the head of the gulf.  The head of the gulf 
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remains the same as in the 1849 ed.: The head of the gulf there is depicted 

rather peculiarly, with two heads, between which is a small ñI. Tomasò.  The 

narrow gulf then reaches a short distance to the south -southwest before turning 

due east for a short distance before reaching ñI. Goreò and ñMontagu I.ò at the 

proper mouth of the Colorado.  The gulf itself correctly extends northwest -

southeast.  In the area more toward headwaters, the principal confluence of the 

Grand and Green Rivers is confused by correctly labeling ñGrand R.ò but labeling 

the Green as ñRio Coloradoò, even though the label ñGreen R.ò still appears on its 

farthest headwater.  The Colorado still flows through the area labeled ñUpper or 

New Californiaò.  En route to the gulf, the Colorado receives the tributaries ñSt.  

Johns R. from the east (San Juan River, of which one of its two headwater forks 

is labeled ñR. S. Juan), ñR. Yaguisillaò (Little Colorado River) from the east (the 

label for Puerto de Bucareli has been removed ), a river (not labeled) from the 

northwest that at its headwater comes from a lake to the west, ñRio Virgenò 

(which flows southward before turning due east to the Colorado, still receiving 

tributaries from the northwest), and ñR. San Mariaò (Bill Williams River) from the 

northeast.  

 
Disturnell, J.  [ Disturnell , John]  

WHEAT III :669  

 1850  25.1325  Mapa de los Estados Unidos de Méjico, California &c.  Segun lo organizado y definido por 

las varias actas del Congreso de dicha República: y construido por las mejores 

autoridades.  Lo publican J. Disturnell, 157 Broadway. (Nueva York.)  1850.  Revised Edition.  

[In Spanish.]  

     ñRio Coloradoò is drawn in uncertainly; upstream from the confluence 

with ñRio Jaquesitaò (Little Colorado River) its name is shown as ñRio 

Zaguananasò.  At the confluence of Jaquesita is a place symbol labeled ñP. 

Bucaretti ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  Between Jaquesita and ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill 

Williams River), the Coloradoôs course is foreshortened along a south-southwest 

heading and receives mid -way ñRio Virginò, which flows some distance from the 

west -northwest to the Colorado (after having turned from a southwesterly course 

at the confluence of an unnamed tributary (Las Vegas Wash) that heads at 

ñVegasò.  At the latitude of the confluence of ñR. S. Mariaò and some distance 

west of it, a short, disjointed river, without definite headwater or confluence, ñR. 

de los Martiresò, flows parallel to the Colorado.]  [Note that this map, in the area 

of interest here, replicates the 1847 Disturnell ed. ( ITEM NO . 25.36) but varies 

substantially from the 1850 Disturnell map  cited as ITEM NO . 25.1324 in THE 

GRAND CANON  Volume 2.  

 

Magnus, Charles  

WHEAT III:679  

 1850  25.1322  Map of the United States of America[,] The British Provinces, Mexico, the West Indies and 

Central America.  Published by Charles Magnus.  New York. 

     ñRio Coloradoò is depicted very generally between the head of ñGulf of 

Californiaò and the confluence of ñGreenò and ñGrand R.ò (likely mislabeled).  

South of that confluence, to a tributary coming from the east labeled ñRed R.ò, 

the main stream is labeled both ñZaguunanasò [ sic ]  and ñRio Coloradoò.  South of 

there the San Juan River enters from the east, labeled both ñNabajoaò and ñSt.  

Juan R.ò  South of there in turn is the tributary ñJaquesitoò (Little Colorado 

River), and a short distance downstream from that point is a place marker 

labeled ñP. Bucarette ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  The Colorado turns from the Little 

Colorado to the southwest until receiving ñVirgin R.ò and turning again southward 

and follows an effectively straight course to the gulf, receiving on the way ñR. S. 

Mariaò (Bill Williams River), which comes from the northeast, and ñRio Gilaò. 
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Rapkin, J.  [Rapkin, John]  

 

 NO DATE  25. 1960  Mexico, California and Texas.  (ñThe Illustrations by H. Warren, * Engraved by J. 

Rogers.ò)  (ñThe Map Drawn & Engraved by J. Rapkin.ò)  (ñJohn Tallis & Company, 

London & New York.ò)  [1850 .]  

     The peninsula, ñLower Californiaò, is separated from ñSonoraò by ñGulf 

of Californiaò.  ñR. Coloradoò is depicted between the head of the gulf and the 

confluence of ñGreen R.ò and ñR. Grandò, although the Green is labeled only on a 

headwater branch.  From the confluence of ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from 

the east, the river follows a southwestward course to the supposed confluence of 

the ñSevier R.ò (depicted by a dotted line) from the north-northeast, where it 

turns south -southwest to the confluence of ñR. Yaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) 

from the east, following that course to the confluence of ñR. Virgenò from the 

northwestò, then turning more southward toward the gulf, receiving en route ñR. 

S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River) from the east-northeast and, closer to the gulf, the 

supposed course of the ñMohave R.ò (depicted by a dashed line) from the 

northwest, the finally ñR. Gilaò from the east-northeast.  At the confluence of 

Yaquesila is the label ñPto.  Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

    NOTE: There are variants of this map, which although different only in 

notational elements and ornamental vignettes, may be noted in catalogs or online 

offerings as 1849, 1850, or 1851, not always with assurance that the cited version is 

the correct date.  

 

Tanner , H. S.  [Tanner, Henry Schenck]  

WHEAT III :695  

 1850  25.1233  A Map of the United States of Mexico, As organized and defined by the several Acts of the 

Congress of that Republic, Constructed from a great variety of Printed and Manuscript 

Documents by H. S. Tanner.  No. 201 Broadway, N. York.  1850. 

     ñLower Californiaò and ñSonoraò are separated by ñGulf of Californiaò.  

ñRio Coloradoò is depicted between the head of the gulf and the confluence of ñR. 

Zaguananasò and ñRio Nabajoaò (San Juan River); farther north, ñGrand R.ò is a 

tributary to the Zaguananas, and ñGreen R.ò seems to be a tributary to the 

Grand.  Other tributaries are ñRio Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River), ñR. S. Mariaò 

(Bill Williams River), and ñRio Gilaò.  The confluence of the Little Colorado is 

marked ñPuerto Bucarello ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

 

Wyld, James  

 

 NO DATE  25.2219  Map of North America Exhibiting the recent Discoveries, Geographical and Nautical; Drawn 

chiefly from the Authorities of M. de Humbolt, Lieutt. Pike, Messrs. Lewis and Clarke, Sir Alexr. 

Mackenzie, Mr. Hearne, Coll. Bouchette, Captns. Vancouver, Ross, Parry, Franklin & Back. also 

describing the boundary lines between the Territories of Great Britain[,] the United States, 

and the Mexican and Central States.  London  Published by Jass. Wyld, (successor to W. 

Faden) No. 5 Charing Cross.  Geographer to Her Majesty.  [ Ca.  1850.]  

     ñRio Coloradoò is delineated between the head of the ñGulf of Californiaò 

and the confluence of ñR. Zaguananosò (Green River) and ñR. Nabajoaò (San 

Juan River).  From there it receives the tributaries ñR. Jaguesilaò (Little Colorado 

River) from the east (at the confluence of which is labeled ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò 

(Puerto de Bucareli), an unlabeled tributary from the east (Bill Williams River?), 

an unlabeled tributary from the west -northwest (the supposed Mohave River?), 

and ñR. Gilaò from the east -northeast.  At the confluence of the Gila are the place 

names ñS. Pabloò on the west and ñS. Parbloò [ sic ]  on the east, just downstream 

from which is labeled ñFordò, with a line crossing the Colorado.  The map includes 

the route and campsites of the Domínguez -Escalante expedition.  
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1851 
 

George Philip and Son   [firm]  

 

 1851  25.1019  Mexico & Texas.  (ñPrinted by J. Gellatly, Edinr. ò)  In:  Philipsô new general atlas : 

comprehending seventy four maps and charts, delineating the natural and political 

divisions of the empires, kingdoms, and states of the world : constructed from most 

recent authorities.   Liverpool: George Philip and Son.  [ This is map 58.]  

     ñColorado R.ò is depicted more or less in a straight course between the 

ñGulf of Californiaò and the confluence of ñR. Nabojoa S. Juanò.  At the confluence 

of ñR. Jaquesilaò the Colorado is labeled ñR. Coleradoò, where also is the label 

ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  ñVirgin R.ò is shown as a tributary 

from the west, and, near its confluence with the Colorado, ñR. de los Martyres is 

shown as a tributary to the Virgin.  In the lower reach of the Colorado, a dashed 

line represents a tributary from the west labeled ñInconstant R.ò 

 

Rapkin, J.  [Rapkin, John]  

 

 NO DATE  25. 1657  Mexico, California and Texas.  (ñThe Illustrations by H. Warren, & Engraved by J. 

Rogers.ò)  (ñJ. & E. Tallis, London, Edinburgh & Dublin.ò)  (ñThe Map Drawn & 

Engraved by J. Rapkin.ò)  [185 1. ]  

     The peninsula, ñLower Californiaò, is separated from ñSonoraò by ñGulf 

of Californiaò.  ñR. Coloradoò is depicted between the head of the gulf and the 

confluence of ñGreen R.ò and ñR. Grandò, although the Green is labeled only on a 

headwater branch.  From the confluence of ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from 

the east, the river follows a southwestward course to the supposed confluence of 

the ñSevier R.ò (depicted by a dotted line) from the north-northeast, where it 

turns south -southwest to the confluence of ñR. Yaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) 

from the east, following that course to the confluence of ñR. Virgenò from the 

northwestò, then turning more southward toward the gulf, receiving en route ñR. 

S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River) from the east-northeast and, closer to the gulf, the 

supposed course of the ñMohave R.ò (depicted by a dashed line) from the 

northwest, the finally ñR. Gilaò from the east-northeast.  At the confluence of 

Yaquesila is the label ñPto.  Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

    NOTE: There are variants of this map, which although different only in 

notational elements and ornamental vignettes, may be noted in catalogs or online 

offerings as 1849, 1850, or 1851, not always with assurance that the cited version is 

the correct date.  

 

Rosa  

 

 1851  25.740  Mapa de los Estados Unidos Mejicanos arreglado a la distribucion que en diversos decretos 

ha hecho del territorio el Congreso General Mejicano.  Paris, 1837.  Publicado por Rosa.  

[No imprint], 1 sheet.   [In Spanish.]  

     Mexico includes that portion of what is now the southwestern United 

States, its northern border with ñOregon Tierraò.  ñRio Coloradoò is portrayed 

along a fairly straight course between ñGolfo de Californiaò and the confluence of 

ñRio Zaguananasò (Green River) and ñRio Nabajoaò (San Juan River).  At the 

confluence of ñRio Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River) and the Colorado is labeled 

ñPuerto Bucarello ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

    In the area pertinent to this Cartobibliography , the geography on this map is 

identical to the 1837 ed. ( ITEM NO . 25.739 ) 
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1852 
 

Grässl, J.  

 

 1852  25.1081  Vereinigte Staaten von Nord-America: Californien, Texas und die Territorien New Mexico u. 

Utah Nach den neuesten Hülfsmitteln gezeich. von J. Grässel.  1852.  [In German.]  

    Map caption: ñMeyers Zeitungs-Atlasò, ñNo 120ò. 

     ñRio Coloradoò is depicted only generally between ñG. of Californiaò (in 

English) and headwaters.  Its upper reach is labeled ñRio Zagagnanasò, to which 

ñGreen R.ò is a tributary from the north and east.  A minor tributary (not labeled) 

to the Green from the east may be the Grand River.  At the confluence of the 

ñRio Jaquesitaò (Little Colorado River) is a place marker for ñP. Bucaretti ò 

(Puerto de Bucareli).  A very prominent, but confused and unlabeled tributary to 

the Colorado from the northwest is the Virgin River; and trapped between it and 

the Colorado/Zagagnanas is a straight - lined river without discernable headwater 

or outlet, labeled ñR. of the Sulphurous Pyramidsò (in English). 

 

Monk, Jacob  

WHEAT III :757  

 1852  25.1268  New map of that portion of North America, exhibiting the United States and territories, the 

Canadas, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Mexico, also, Central America, and the West 

India Islands.  Compiled from the most recent surveys, and authentic sources.  Baltimore, 

Maryland: Jacob Monk.  

      ñRio Coloradoò is depicted between ñGulf of Californiaò and confluence of 

ñGreen Riverò and ñGrand Riverò, passing almost due-North/South between the 

confluence of ñR. Virgenò and the gulf, and shown along a generalized arc 

through the Grand Canyon region between the Virgen and ñRed Riverò (Little 

Colorado River).  Just south of the confluence of the Little Colorado is the label, 

ñS. Bacarelli ò, which is Puerto de Bucareli and which seems to have been 

relegated to the missionary place names that appear on many of the maps of this 

and earlier periods.  

 

Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge  

 

 1852  25.1073  North America  Sheet XV  Utah, New Mexico, Texas, California, &c. and the northern states 

of Mexico.  (ñPublished under the Superintendence of the Society for Diffusion of 

Useful Knowledgeò.  ñJ. & C. Walker Sculpt. ò) 

     Labels include ñGulf of California Discovered in 1534, and called the Sea 

of Cortesò.  ñR. Coloradoò is shown conjecturally between the gulf and the 

confluence of ñGreen R.ò and ñR. Grandò.  Tributaries to the Colorado are, from 

north to south, ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from the east, ñSevier R.ò 

(imaginary, reaching the Colorado from the north, including a dotted - line reach 

in its mid -course labeled ñProbable Courseò), ñR. Yaquesilaò (Little Colorado 

River, from the east), ñRio Virginò (from the northwest), ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill 

Williams River, from the northeast), and ñR. Gilaò (from the east).  At the 

confluence of the Colorado and Yaquesila is a point location labeled ñPto.  

Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

    NOTE: For 1853 ed. see Cox ( ITEM NO . 25.1074 ).  
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1853 
 

Cox, George  

WHEAT III : 777  

 1853  25.1074  North America  Sheet XV  Utah, New Mexico, Texas, California, &c. and the northern states 

of Mexico.  (ñPublished under the Superintendence of the Society for Diffusion of 

Useful Knowledgeò.  ñLondon, George Cox, Jany.  1st.  1853ò.  ñJ. & C. Walker Sculpt. ò) 

     Labels include ñGulf of California Discovered in 1534, and called the Sea 

of Cortesò.  ñR. Coloradoò is shown conjecturally between the gulf and the 

confluence of ñGreen R.ò and ñR. Grandò.  Tributaries to the Colorado are, from 

north to south, ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from the east, ñSevier R.ò 

(imaginary, reaching the Colorado from the north, including a dotted - line reach 

in its mid -course labeled ñProbable Courseò), ñR. Yaquesilaò (Little Colorado 

River, from the east), ñRio Virginò (from the northwest), ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill 

Williams River, from the northeast), and ñR. Gilaò (from the east).  At the 

confluence of the Colorado and Yaquesila is a point location labeled ñP t o.  

Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

    NOTE: For 1852 ed. see Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge ( ITEM NO . 

25.1073 ).  Only political boundaries vary.  

 

Chapin, William  

 

 1853  25.1222  The Western States and Territories. 

    INSET  ON :  Steel Plates. Chapinôs Ornamental Map of the United States with the 

New Western Possessions.   (ñNew York, Published by Horace, Thayer & Co.  1853.ò) 

     ñLower Cali[fornia]ò and ñMexicoò are separated by ñG. of [California]ò 

( the names are occluded by an oval ornamental portrait of Millard Fillmore ).  ñRio 

Coloradoò is drawn on a nearly north-south course between the head of the gulf 

and south of the New Mexico -Utah boundary, beyond which it traces a nearly 

straight northeast -southwest course from headwaters, of which only ñGrand R.ò 

is labeled.  ñSt.  Johns R.ò (San Juan River) is shown as a relatively minor 

tributary from the northeast, with its Colorado confluence just north of the 

territorial boundary.  The Little Colorado River is absent(!), although two place 

names (as missions?) are indicated in the general region, ñJaquestreleò [ sic ]  and 

ñBucaretti ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  A river (not labeled) reaches the Colorado from 

the northeast arcing to the southeast, which is the Virgin River.  ñMohavo R.ò 

[ sic ]  is shown as a tributary to the lower Colorado from the northwest.  ñR. Gilaò 

is shown as a tributary from the east, reaching the Colorado north of the gulf.  

 
 

1854 
 

Colton, J. H.   [Colton, Joseph Hutchins]  

 

 1854  25.649  Coltonôs map of the United States of America, the British provinces, Mexico and the West 

Indies.  (Showing the country from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.)  New York: J. H. 

Colton, 1 sheet.  

     New Mexico (territory) southern boundary with Mexico shown at the 

Gila River.  ñRio Colorado of the Gulf of Californiaò is drawn in conjecturally in the 

Grand Canyon region and notes ñP to.  Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli) at the 

confluence of that river with ñR. Yaquisillaò (Little Colorado River).  The Green 

River in Utah is labeled ñRio Coloradoò, although farther upstream ñGreen R.ò and 

ñYampa Riverò are confusingly labeled on the same stream.] 
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Magnus , Charles  

 

 1854  25.1323  Map of the United States of America[,] The British Provinces, Mexico, the West Indies and 

Central America.  Published by Charles Magnus.  New York.  1854. 

     In the region of interest to this Cartobibliography , this map is identical 

to the 1850 ed.: ñRio Coloradoò is depicted very generally between the head of 

ñGulf of Californiaò and the confluence of ñGreenò and ñGrand R.ò (likely 

mislabeled).  South of that confluence, to a tributary coming from the east 

labeled ñRed R.ò, the main stream is labeled both ñZaguunanasò [ sic ]  and ñRio 

Coloradoò.  South of there the San Juan River enters from the east, labeled both 

ñNabajoaò and ñSt.  Juan R.ò  South of there in turn is the tributary ñJaquesitoò 

(Little Colorado River), and a short distance downstream from that point is a 

place marker labeled ñP. Bucarette ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  The Colorado turns 

from the Little Colorado to the southwest until receiving ñVirgin R.ò and turning 

again southward and follows an effectively straight course to the gulf, receiving 

on the way ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams River), which comes from the northeast, 

and ñRio Gilaò. 

 
 

1856 
 

Gaston and Johnson   [firm]  

 

 1856  25.1522  A New Map of Our Country, Present and Prospective Compiled from Government Surveys 

and other Reliable Sources.  Published by Gaston & Johnson, 115 & 117, Nassau Street, 

New York, 1856.  [ Variant. ]  

     ñRio Coloradoò is depicted between the ñGulf of Californiaò and the 

confluence of ñGreen Riverò and ñGrand Riverò, with a great arc through the 

region where the Grand Canyon is situated.  At the confluence of ñRio Jaquesitoò 

(Little Colorado River) is the label, ñBucaretti ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

 

 1856  25.999  A New Map of Our Country, Present and Prospective Compiled from Government Surveys 

and other Reliable Sources.  Published by Gaston & Johnson, 115 & 117 Nassau St. New 

York 1856.  (ñEngrd.  by L. Lipman N.Y.ò, ñDumcke & Keil, No.  12 Frankfort S t.  N.Y.ò)  

[ Variant. ]  

     ñRio Coloradoò is depicted between the Gulf of California [not labeled] 

and the confluence of ñGreen Riverò and ñGrand Riverò.  At the confluence of ñRio 

Jaquesitoò (Little Colorado River) is the label, ñBucaretti ò (Puerto de Bucareli). 

 
 

1863 
 

Hutawa, Julius  

WHEAT III:562  

 1863  25.715  Map of Mexico & California Compiled from the latest authorities by Juls.  Hutawa Lithr.  

Second St. 45 St. Louis, Mo.  2nd.  Edition  1863.  St. Louis, Missouri : Jul s.  Hutawa.   [A 

reissue of the 1848 2nd ed.]  [The date ñ1863.ò seems to have been stamped on the 

copy seen. ]  

     ñRio Coloradoò is drawn on a straight course between the head of the 

Gulf of California (not labeled) and ñR. Jaquesilaò (Little Colorado River).  At the 

confluence of the Colorado and Jaquesila is the label ñPuerto Bucarello ò (Puerto 

de Bucareli).  ñRio Virgenò is shown flowing from the northeast, then turning 

westward to ñVegasò, where it ends. 

    NOTE: An other  1863 version is mentioned with WHEAT III:562  (the 1848 2nd 

ed., see ITEM NO . 25. 1836  in THE GRAND CANON  Volume 2 ).  A nd a  copy seen by 

Spamer from the Beinecke Library at Yale varies even from that description in that 

although it has the ñ1863ò overprint it lacks the ñNew Mexicoò overprint mentioned by 
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Wheat (seen by Spamer from another copy at Baylor University as ñNEW MIXICO ò 

[ sic ] ).  Neither of those copies seen lacks the St. Louis address described by Wheat as 

ñimperfectly erased from the original plateò.  The political boundaries of the Beinecke 

map are significantly different as well, retaining the pre -New Mexico delineation.  

Thus, there are variants even of the 1863 release.  

 

Wyld, James  

 

 1864  25. 2210  Republic of Mexico. and Texas. [Map 48] (ñLondon, James Wyld, Charing Cross.ò)  (ñJ. 

W. del.ò) (ñStockley sc.ò) 

    In:  An atlas of the world, comprehending separate maps of its various 

countries.  Constructed and drawn from the latest astronomical and geographical 

observations.  By James Wyld, Geographer to Her Majesty, and H.  late R.H. Prince 

Albert.   London: Published by James Wyld, Successor to Mr. Faden.  

     ñR. Colorado of the Westò is delineated between the head of ñGulf of 

Californiaò and headwaters in ñRocky Mountainsò; following an effectively straight 

southwesterly course, receiving ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from the east, 

ñJaquesila R.ò (Little Colorado River) from the east, ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams 

River) from the east, and ñR. Gilaò from the east.  At the Little Colorado 

confluence is the label ñPuerto Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  West of the 

Colorado is a parallel river, which is labeled at its headwater ñR. de las 

Piramidesò, then depicted by a dashed line until ñR. de los Martiresò is depicted 

by a solid line, after which it is again depicted with a dashed line.  

 
 

1864 
 

Wyld, James  

 

 1864  25. 2028  Republic of Mexico. and Texas. [Map 48] (ñLondon, James Wyld, Charing Cross.ò)  (ñJ. 

W. del.ò) (ñStockley sc.ò) 

    In:  An atlas of the world, comprehending separate maps of its various 

countries.  Constructed and drawn from the latest astronomical and geographical 

observations.  By James Wyld, Geographer to Her Majesty, and H.  late R.H. Prince 

Albert.   London: Published by James Wyld, Successor to Mr. Faden.  

     ñR. Colorado of the Westò is delineated between the head of ñGulf of 

Californiaò and headwaters in ñRocky Mountainsò; following an effectively straight 

southwesterly course, receiving ñR. Nabajoaò (San Juan River) from the east, 

ñJaquesila R.ò (Little Colorado River) from the east, ñR. S. Mariaò (Bill Williams 

River) from the east, and ñR. Gilaò from the east.  At the Little Colorado 

confluence is the label ñPuerto Bucarelli ò (Puerto de Bucareli).  West of the 

Colorado is a parallel river, which is labeled at its headwater ñR. de las 

Piramidesò, then depicted by a dashed line until ñR. de los Martiresò is depicted 

by a solid line, after which it is again depicted with a dashed line.  

 
 

1872 
 

A. Fullarton and Co.  

 

 NO DATE  25.1146  United States  North America.  By G. H. Swanston Edinr. ò  (ñA. Fullarton & Co.  Edinburgh, 

London & Dublin.ò  ñEngd.  by G. H. Swanston  Edinburgh.ò) 

    In:  The royal illustrated atlas, of modern geography : with an introductory 

notice by D r.  N. Shaw, Secretary to the Royal Geographical Society &c.   London and 

Edinburgh: A. Fullarton and Co.  [1872.]  

     ñR. Coloradoò is depicted between the head of ñGulf of Californiaò and 

the confluence of ñGreen R.ò and ñGrand R.ò  It is drawn generally along an arc 
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through the Grand Canyon region.  Tributaries are ñR. S. Juanò, ñLittle Colorado 

R.ò, a tributary (not labeled) that is Cataract Creek, ñVirgin R.ò, ñBill Williams Fk.  ò, 

and ñR. Gilaò.  Certain point place names are given, including ñSt.  Bartolomeò at 

the confluence of the Little Colorado River, and ñBucarelli ò on the south side of 

the Colorado between the Little Colorado and Cataract Creek, which is of course 

an old label for Puerto de Bucareli.  

 
 

1880 
 

Wyld, James  

 

 NO DATE  25.2220  Map of North America Exhibiting the recent Discoveries, Geographical and Nautical; Drawn 

chiefly from the Authorities of Hudson Bay Companyôs Officers, the Government Arctic 

Expedition, and the Surveys of the United Staes & Dominion Governments, also desribing 

the Boundary Lines between the Territories of Great Britain[,] the United States, and the 

Mexican and Central States.  London  Published by Jass. Wyld, Geographer to the Queen, 

11& 12 Charing Cross London, S.W.  Geographer to Her Majesty.  [ Ca.  18 80.]  

     This post -John Wesley Powell map plots ñLeeôs Ferryò and the route of 

the ñAtlantic & Pacificò railroad, which assist dating it to ca.  1880.  It also marks 

ñMineral Pk. ò (Mineral Park) north of Ft. Mohave, which also help date the map 

later than the early 1870s.  ñColorado Riverò is delineated between ñGulf of 

Californiaò and the confluence of ñGreen R.ò and ñGrand R.ò  From that 

confluence the riverôs course is southwest, receiving ñR. Sn. Juanò from the 

southeast and the Little Colorado River from the east -southeast.  The Little 

Colorado is labeled differently on two branches: ñR. Jaguesilaò and ñR. de Linoò, 

the latter actually being the main course of the river and on which this map 

labels the course farther upstream as ñColorado Chiquito.ò In the area southwest 

of the Little Colorado River and east of Cataract Creek (that strikes the Colorado 

from the southeast, not labeled but shown with its supposed upstream tributaries 

ñParke Cr.ò and ñCedar Cr.ò) is the label ñPuerto de Bucarelli ò (Puerto de 

Bucareli) that implies that this broad part of the plateau is the puerto .  At the 

Little Colorado confluence the main Coloradoôs course turns to the northwest for 

some distance before turning again southwest, along which it receives the 

unlabeled Cataract Creek.  At the great turn where would be Diamond Creek (not 

shown on this map) the river again turns northwest to reach the confluence of 

ñR. Virginò, before turning briefly southwest to ñColvilleò, thence south to the 

gulf. Despite this late date, the course of the Colorado through the Grand Canyon 

region, tentatively records the course as first implied by Egloffstein, then with 

suggestions of correction that would have stemmed fr om the Powell expeditions.  

 
 

1884 
 

Sohr - Berghaus  [Sohr, Karl,   AND  Berghaus, Heinrich]  

 

 1884  25. 2047  Sohr -Berghaus Hand -Atlas über alle Theile der Erde.  Neu bearbeitet von F. Handtke.  

7. Auflage.  Ausgabe in 100 Blättern.   Glogau: Verlag von Carl Flemming.  

    See MAP , Vereinigte Staaten von Nord-Amerika (4 sheets); specifically, Vereinigte 

Staaten, südwest. Blatt.  (ñEntw. u. gez. v. F. Handtke.ò)  [In German.]  

     ñRio Colorado del Occidenteò is labeled on its lower course, ñRio 

Coloradoò on its upper course; delineated between ñMeerb. v. Californienò and 

the confluence of ñGreen R.ò and ñGrand R.ò  Below that confluence the 

Coloradoôs course arcs southwest to south, receiving enroute ñSan Juanò from 

the east and southeast, crosses the Utah -Arizona boundary (territories not 

labeled), then turns due southwest, receiving enroute ñColorado Chiquitoò (Little 

Colorado River) from the southeast and an unlabeled tributary from the 



M A P P I N G  G R A N D  C A N Y O N  

Puerto de Bucare l i (1777ɀ1884)  

 
 

 

83 

 

southeast (Cataract Creek) that heads near ñBill Williams B.ò  A mountain range, 

ñKendricks Bgeò with ñS. Francisco B.ò at its southern end, separates the Little 

Colorado from Cataract Creek.  In an astonishing misplacement of the antiquated 

term of Puerto de Bucareli, the label ñBucaretty ò appears as a place name  at the 

Cataract confluence (supplanting the so -called Yampais Village [and variants] 

that appeared on some maps to identify todayôs Supai).  Additionally, at the 

confluence of the Little Colorado, where Puerto de Bucareli should have been 

labeled (if at all) is the place -name ñS Bartolomeò.  From there, the Colorado 

turns due westward to the confluence of the Virgin River (not labeled), arriving 

from the north, then arcs south to southeast to the confluence of ñBill Williams 

Fk.ò, then turns south-southwestward to the gulf, receiving the river ñGilaò at 

ñColorado Cityò and ñFt. Yumaò.  In another peculiar misplacement, another 

stream, this one a tributary in the upper Gila basin, is also labeled ñWilliams Fk.ò 

____________________________________________________________________________________________  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE ȰBIG CANYONȱ SECTION 

THE MAP DRAWN by Richard Kern in 1852 and published as part of the 1853 report of Lorenzo 

Sitgreavesȭ ρψυρ ÅØÐÌÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ .Å× -ÅØÉÃÏ 4ÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÙ seems to be the first 

ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ Ȱ"ÉÇ #ÁÎÙÏÎȟȱ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÃÏÎÆÌÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÔÁÌ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔ 

#ÁÎÙÏÎȱ ÂÏÔÈ ÏÎ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÐ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÙ 3ÉÔÇÒÅÁÖÅÓ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆȢ13 One 

ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÌÁÂÅÌÓ Á ÍÉÓÐÌÁÃÅÄ Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔ #ÁđÏÎȱ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÒÇÉÎ 2ÉÖÅÒ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÓ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏɂ

ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÒÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÐȭÓ ÅÄÇÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÔÈȦɂand in the 

ÏÔÈÅÒ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÉÓ ÌÁÂÅÌÅÄ Ȱ"ÉÇ #ÁđÏÎȱ (Figure 12). Unfortunately, which of 

the two states was produced first has not been determined, though they seem to be nearly 

contemporaneous. The reason for the change (one way or the other) is unknown, yet it is 

clear that both names were in use around 1851-ρψυςȢ 5ÎÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȟ 3ÉÔÇÒÅÁÖÅÓȭ ÔÅØÔ 

ÏÎÌÙ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÃÁđÏÎȱ Á ÆÅ× ÔÉÍÅÓȟ ÉÎ ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÃÁÓÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌÉÚÅÄ Ȱ"ÉÇ 

#ÁđÏÎȱ ÏÎ ÏÎÅ ÍÁÐ ÉÓ ÓÅÅÎ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÒÏÐÐÅÄ ÉÎ ÕÎÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄȢ 

 

 

 

 
13 L. Sitgreaves, Report of an Expedition Down the Zuñi and Colorado Rivers  (Robert Armstrong, Public Printer) 

(32nd Congress, 2nd Session, Senate Executive Document 59 , 1853).  

Figure 12. $ÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï ÃÏÎÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ +ÅÒÎȭÓ ρψυς ÍÁÐ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÄ ÔÈÅ ρψυσ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ,ÏÒÅÎÚÏ 3ÉÔÇÒÅÁÖÅÓȭ ÅØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ .Å× -ÅØÉÃÏ 4ÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÙȢ 

/ÎÅ ÎÁÍÅÓ Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔ #ÁđÏÎȱȟ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ Ȱ"ÉÇ #ÁđÏÎȢȱ 7ÈÉÃÈ ÃÁÍÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÈÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȢ 

ɉ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÏÆ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȢɊ 



m a p p i n g  g r a n d  c a n y o n  

Big Canyon (1853ɀ1910)  

 

 

 

88 

 

 It was the trapperɀguide Antoine Leroux, one of the St. Louis French-schooled 

mountain men, who clued Sitgreaves to the presence of the Grand Canyon. As they were 

following the Little Colorado Riverɂoriginally intending to reach the great Colorado along 

itɂÔÈÅ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÌÁÇÇÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ Ä×ÉÎÄÌÉÎÇȟ ÓÏ ÏÎ ,ÅÒÏÕØȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÍmendation 

they broke from the Little Colorado to head more westerly, following the 35th parallel that 

later would be the main route of a wagon road and railroad. Sitgreaves wrote: 

Having been informed by my guide and other experienced trappers that this cañon 

extends down the river to its junction with the Colorado, and the great cañon through 

which the latter flows, I regarded the attempt to follow the river to its mouth as too 

hazardous, considering the condition of the animals and the state of the supplies, and 

therefore, by the advice of the guide, turned off towards the mountains, with the purpose 

of striking the Colorado below the great cañon, and then exploring it upward as far as 

might be found practicable.14 

 By what name Leroux might have called the Grand Canyon is unknown; the reference 

ÔÏ ȰÏÔÈÅÒ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÔÒÁÐÐÅÒÓȱ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÌÉÔÅÒÁÒÙ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÉÅÎÃÅȟ ÒÅÌÙÉÎÇ ÕÐÏÎ 

,ÅÒÏÕØȭÓ ÃÉÒÃÌÅ ÏÆ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅÓÏÍÅ ÔÒÁÐÐÅÒÓ. The canyon might have been been known 

amongst those French-speaking men as un grand cañon, which can translate into English as 

ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ȰÂÉÇȱ ÏÒ ȰÇÒÅÁÔȢȱ (Å ÍÉÇÈÔ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÎÙÏÎȟ ÔÏÏ, perhaps 

while traveling near the Grand Wash Cliffs having followed the Virgin River from the Rocky 

-ÏÕÎÔÁÉÎ ÔÒÁÐÐÅÒÓȭ ÒÅÎÄÅÚÖÏÕÓȢ !s Army general Randolph Marcy mentioned in 1866, 

Ȱ!ÎÔÏÉÎÅ ,ÅÒÅÕØ ɍsic] . . . told me in 1858 that he had once been at a point of this cañon where 

he estimated the walls to be three miles highȱ ɉÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÓ ÉÓ -ÁÒÃÙȭÓɊȢ15 

 Ȱ"ÉÇ #ÁđÏÎȱ ÍÁÄÅ ÉÔÓ ÇÒÁÎÄ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÉÎ ÐÒÉÎÔ ÉÎ ρψυςɂÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÉÇȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÇÒÅÁÔȱ 

ÎÁÍÅÓ ÔÏ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÉÎ ÐÒÉÎÔȟ ÅÖÅÎ ÁÈÅÁÄ ÏÆ 3ÉÔÇÒÅÁÖÅÓȭ ÍÁÐÓȢ *ÁÍÅÓ !Ȣ -Ã$ÏÕÇÁÌÌȟ 

recently the Attorney General for California, made a long speech in San Francisco on August 

24, strongly supporting the route of a proposed Pacific railroad to San Francisco. (He was 

also stumping for Congress, a seat he did win.) He favored what became the 35th parallel 

route, later so well known for the rails of the Santa Fe Railway, mentioning on the fly that 

ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÕÔÅ ×ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ ÂÅÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ÍÏÕÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȬÂÉÇ #ÁÎÏÎȭȢȱ (Å ÁÌÓÏ 

ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ) ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÒÉËÅ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ ÂÅÌÏ× ÔÈÅ #ÁÎÏÎȢȱ )ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÃÌÅÁÒ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÈÅ ÕÓÅÓ ȰÂÉÇȱ 

as an adjective or a name he had heard, but there it is, with a capital Canon. He knew of the 

 
14 Sitgreaves , pp. 8 -9.  
15 Randolph B. Marcy, Thirty Years of Army Life on the Border  (Harper and Brothers, New York, 1866), pp. 278, 

279. Care should be taken that ñpointò not be inferred to mean a rimside projection but rather as ña placeò 

where he had been.  
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canyon at least, leaving us with the earliest known use of Big Canyon in print.16 

 /ÎÅ ÍÁÙ ÑÕÉÂÂÌÅ ÔÈÁÔȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÃÁÓÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÕÓÅÄȟ ÁÓ ÉÎ ȰÂÉÇ ÃÁđÏÎȱ ÏÒ ȰÇÒÅÁÔ 

ÃÁđÏÎȟȱ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÎ ÁÄÊÅÃÔÉÖÅȠ ÂÕÔ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÓÔÙÌÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÍÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÄÁÙÓȟ 

and style guides were nonexistent. Modern readers should not place too much emphasis on 

the precision of typography that was set from manuscript copy. Either, both, or neither of the 

two words might be capitalized; italics might be whimsical, too. And a virgulilla  ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÎȱȡ 

ÕÓÅÒȭÓ ÃÈÏÉÃÅȢ 

 7ÈÉÌÅ Ȱ"ÉÇ #ÁÎÙÏÎȱ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÁÓ ρψυς ÉÎ ÐÒÉÎÔ ÁÎÄ ρψυσ 

on a printed map (though it was delineated in 1852), it was contemporaneous ×ÉÔÈ Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔ 

#ÁÎÙÏÎȱ ÆÏÒ Á ×ÈÉÌÅȢ 4ÈÅ Ô×Ï ÎÁÍÅÓ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÎÇ ÕÓÅȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ ÏÎ 3ÉÔÇÒÅÁÖÅÓȭ ÍÁÐÓȢ 

%ÖÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÅ ÏÆ ×ÉÄÅÓÐÒÅÁÄ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Ȱ'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎȱ ÁÆÔÅÒ 0Ï×ÅÌÌȭÓ ÅØÐÌÏÉÔÓȟ Ȱ"ÉÇȱ 

continued to appear through the 1880s (on blindly copied maps, mostly, which in turn 

ÐÅÒÐÅÔÕÁÔÅÄ &Ȣ 7Ȣ ÖÏÎ %ÇÌÏÆÆÓÔÅÉÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÎÅÎÔ ÕÓÁÇÅ ÉÎ ρψφρɊȢ 

 Following 3ÉÔÇÒÅÁÖÅÓȭ ÓÐÕÒÉÏÕÓ Ȱ"ÉÇ #ÁđÏÎȱ ÍÁÐ ÌÁÂÅÌȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÒ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ virgulilla  

but capitalized, Big Cañon appeared twice in newsy literature in 1854: An anonymous 

writer noted, almost as an afterthought to the Great Basin that he was describing, Ȱ!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ 

extraordinary feature of this country is the Big Canon, which has been traced for upwards 

of three hundred miles, running through perpendicular banks enormously high, and wash-

ing up against the walls, leaving not a slope between, as if the mountain had been cleft clear 

ÄÅÅÐ ÄÏ×Î ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Á ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅȢȱ17 %Ä×ÉÎ &Ȣ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÏÏË ÎÏÔÅ ÏÆ Ȱ"ÉÇ Cañon of the 

#ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏȟȱ ÂÕÔ ÉÎ Á ÄÉÓÐÁÒÁÇÉÎÇ ×ÁÙ ÓÏ ÁÓ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ Á ÍÏÒÅ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ ÒÁÉÌ ÒÏÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

Pacific.18 

 In 1855, geologist Edward Hitchcock finished a ÍÁÎÕÓÃÒÉÐÔȟ Ȱ)ÌÌÕÓÔÒÁtions of Surface 

'ÅÏÌÏÇÙȟȱ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 3ÍÉÔÈÓÏÎÉÁÎ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ρψυχȢ #ÒÅÄÉÔÉÎÇ 3ÉÔÇÒÅÁÖÅÓȭ 

ρψυσ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ (ÉÔÃÈÃÏÃË ÍÁÄÅ ÁÎ ÅØÃÅÅÄÉÎÇÌÙ ÂÒÉÅÆ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ Ȱ"ÉÇ #ÁđÏÎȢȱ )Æ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ 

ÆÒÏÍ 3ÉÔÇÒÅÁÖÅÓȭ Ȱ"ÉÇ #ÁđÏÎȱ ÍÁÐ ÖÁÒÉÁÎÔ ɉÔÈÅ ÌÉÅÕÔÅÎÁÎÔ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÉÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ 

ÃÁđÏÎȱɊȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÏÍÅ×ÈÅÒÅ ÅÌÓÅȟ ÎÏÔ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ 

ÎÏÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ 'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉÆÉÃ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȟ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÎÏ ÉÄÅÁ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÓÔÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ Ȱ"ÉÇ 

#ÁđÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÉÏ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÓÔȱȡ Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÁÎÙ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ 

ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÅØÔÅÎÔȢȱ /Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÎÏÔȠ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÎÅȢ "ÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ 3ÉÔÇÒÅÁÖÅÓȭ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÔÔÌÅ 

#ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ 2ÉÖÅÒ ÇÏÒÇÅ ɉÎÅÁÒ 'ÒÁÎÄ &ÁÌÌÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ 3ÉÔÇÒÅÁÖÅÓȭ ÒÅÐÏÒÔɊȟ 

 
16  J. A. McDougall, ñThe Pacific Railroad.  Great Speech of Gen. J. A. McDougall, Delivered at the Verandah, in San 

Francisco, on the 24th August, 1852. The Western Journal and Civilian  (St. Louis), 9(2) (November 1852), pp. 

90, 92.  
17  ñThe Great Basin,ò Friendsô Intelligencer (Philadelphia), 10(45) (January 28, 1854): 712.  
18  Edwin F. Johnson, Railroad to the Pacific.  Northern Route.  Its General Character, Relative Merits, etc.   

(Railroad Journal Job Printing Office, New York, 2nd ed., 1854) (see the ñSupplement to Second Edition,ò pp. 

165 -166).  
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Hitchock studiously supposed that the stated 120-foot depth (actually 175 feet there) was 

ȰÌÅÓÓ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÉÇ ÃÁđÏÎȢȱ19 And that was it. Still, this was new information 

ÔÏ (ÉÔÃÈÃÏÃËȢ 4×Ï ÙÅÁÒÓ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ɉρψυσɊ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÔÁËÅÎ ÎÏÔÅ ÏÆ ȰÔÈÅ canons on our western 

ÒÉÖÅÒÓȟ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ Ô×Ï ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÉÆÔÙ ÆÅÅÔ ÄÅÅÐ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÍÉÌÅÓ ÌÏÎÇȟȱ 
20 and in a New 

%ÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÒË ɉρψυτɊ ÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÒÉÅÆÌÙ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÅÄ ȰCanóns ɍÓÉÃɎȱ about which he noted 

only Ȱ4ÈÅ 'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ ÒÉÖÅÒȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÁÎÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÅÌÌÙȟ ÉÎ .Å× -ÅØÉÃÏȢȱ 
21 

/ÎÌÙ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅ ÉÎ ρψυυȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÆÉÎÉÓÈÅÄ ÕÐ ÈÉÓ Ȱ)ÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 3ÕÒÆÁÃÅ 'ÅÏÌÏÇÙȟȱ had he 

caught ÕÐ ÔÏ 3ÉÔÇÒÅÁÖÅÓȭ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ. 

 )Î ρψυψȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÒÏÍÉÎÅÎÔ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅÒɀgeographer, Alexander von 

Humboldt (the same who had saved Puerto de Bucareli from obscurity in 1803), at least 

twice mentioned the canyon, although by name only and not as a part of any study.22 From 

correspondence, he reported that his friend Balduin Möllhausen, who was attached to the 

expedition on the Colorado River led by Lt. Joseph C. Ivesȟ ÈÁÄ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÕÔÈ ÏÆ Ȱ"ÉÇ 

#ÁÎÏÎȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ -ĘÌÌÈÁÕÓÅÎ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÎÙÏÎ ÁÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ 

)ÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÙȢ )ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇÌÙȟ -ĘÌÌÈÁÕÓÅÎ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÕÓÅ Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔ #ÁđÏÎȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ 

ÆÁÖÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÇÅÏÌÏÇÉÓÔȟ *ÏÈÎ 3ÔÒÏÎÇ .Å×ÂÅÒÒÙȟ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÈÏÍ -ĘÌÌÈÁÕÓÅÎ 

worked as a field assistant.23 

 It was the )ÖÅÓ ÅØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ρψυψ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ Ȱ"ÉÇ #ÁđÏÎȱ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÌÄ×ÉÄÅ 

attention.24 The name appeared also on the fantastic maps produced by the expediÔÉÏÎȭÓ 

meticulous cartographer, Friedrich Wilhelm von Egloffstein (see following). The German 

ÂÁÒÏÎȭÓ ÄÅÌÉÎÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÏ×ÅÒ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ 2ÉÖÅÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ×ÁÓ ÉÍÐÅÃÃÁÂÌÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ 

middle and eastern Grand Canyon, where he could not get a good fix (or any fix) on impor-

tant geographical features, including the river, the map is a miserable one; not for lack of 

trying, though. 

 
19  Edward Hitchcock, ñIllustrations of Surface Geology,ò Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge , Vol. 9, 155 pp. 

(1857) [separately paginated and dated paper within the volume].  [Big Cañon, p. 116.]  
20  Edward Hitchcock, Outline of the Geology of the Globe, and of the United States in Particular (Phillips, Sampson 

and Co., Boston, 1853), p. 115.  
21  Edward Hitchcock, Outline of the Geology of the Globe, and of the United States in Particular (Phillips, Sampson 

and Co., Boston, new ed., 1854), p. 218.  
22  A. v. H ðt. [Alexander von Humboldt], ñBalduin Mºllhausen,ò Berlinische Nachrichten von Staats -  und gelehrten 

Sachen  (Berlin), (August 29, 1858): [4]; ñBalduin Mºllhausen,ò Allgemeine Zeitung  (Augsburg), (September 6, 

1858): 4033.  
23  John S. Newberry, ñGeological Report,ò in Joseph C. Ives, Report upon the Colorado River of the West, explored 

in 1857 and 1858 .  . . (Government Printing Office, Washington, 1861), Part III (separately paginated part 

within the volume).  
24  Joseph C. Ives, Report upon the Colorado River of the West, explored in 1857 and 1858 .  . . (Government 

Printing Office, Washington, 1861) (published separately as House of Representatives and Senate documents, 

with the House variant accompanied by two maps by Egloffstein, and the Senate variant with two additional 

geological maps  prepared by expedition geologist John Strong Newberry  that used the same Egloffstein maps as 

base maps).  
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 )ÖÅÓȭ ÆÏÒÍÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ɉρψφρɊȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔÓ ÍÁÐÓ by Egloffstein and illustrations (most 

drawn by Möllhausen and Egloffstein), was distributed widely in America and Europe; its 

information, color illustrations of Native Americans, and its more peculiar landscapes were 

ÃÏÐÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ !ÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ Ȱ"ÉÇ #ÁđÏÎȱ ÓÔÁÒÔÌÅÄ ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÅÖÅÒÙ×ÈÅÒÅȟ 

ÌÉËÅ Á ÃÁÎÎÏÎȭÓ ÓÁÌÕÔÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÎËÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÎÙÏÎȭÓ ÓÕÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÁÃÕÌÁÒ 

scenery. Thereafter it appeared in news items, reports, school geographies, and particularly 

on maps that usually plotted a wildly inaccurate course of the Colorado River, based on 

EgloffsteinȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ and more liberal imaginations. This continued right through 

ÁÎÄ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ *ÏÈÎ 7ÅÓÌÅÙ 0Ï×ÅÌÌȭÓ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ 2ÉÖÅÒ ÅØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ρψφω 

ÁÎÄ ρψχςȟ ÉÇÎÏÒÉÎÇ 0Ï×ÅÌÌȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Ȱ'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎȱ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ Ï×Îȟ ÍÏÒÅ 

correct mapping of the river. 
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The Egloffstein Model and Variants  

(Examples 1861ɀ1885) 

IN 1858, the Colorado River Exploring Expedition commanded by Army lieutenant Joseph C. 

Ives ascended the Colorado in a small, purpose-built steamboat from the Gulf of California 

nearly to where today is Las Vegas Wash in the lower Lake Mead area. A land expedition set 

out ÆÒÏÍ "ÅÁÌÅȭÓ #ÒÏÓÓÉÎÇ, which reached the Grand Canyon (descending to the Colorado 

River on Peach Springs Wash and again at Cataract Creek where a descent to the river was 

aborted). The cartographer of the expedition, Friedrich Wilhelm von Egloffstein, produced 

the first fairly  accurate maps of the lower Colorado River and (less reasonably) the Grand 

#ÁÎÙÏÎ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÁÐÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ )ÖÅÓȭ ÆÏÒÍÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ Á 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÄÏÃÕ-

ment, in 1861. The Grand Canyon map is largely conjectural in the central and eastern parts 

of the canyon because it was impossible for the explorers to reach the Colorado River nor the 

geographically significant confluence of the Little Colorado River. They never saw the main, 

now world -famous, part of the South Rim. 

%ÇÌÏÆÆÓÔÅÉÎȭÓ delineation of the Colorado and its tributaries in the Grand Canyon 

region became the standard model for years. Accordingly, various reinterpretations  of these 

relationships appeared on maps, even stubbornly long after the more definitive explorations 

made by John Wesley Powell on the Colorado River in 1869 and again on the river 1871ɀ

1872 and afterward on the adjacent plateaus to the northȢ 0Ï×ÅÌÌȭÓ ÒÉÖÅÒ ÅØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÐÒÏ-

duced no published maps for the river course, but his years-long geological and geographical 

surveys on the High Plateaus did finally generate accurate area maps at least at small scales 

(generally 1:250,000)Ȣ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ ×ÁÓ ÆÉÒÍÌÙ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ 0Ï×ÅÌÌȭÓ ÓÕÒ-

veys, as was also the geographical position of the Little Colorado confluence (though as yet 

still not astronometrically pinpointed) , facts that were not always conveyed on newer, com-

mercially produced maps. 

______________________________________________________ 
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˄ Figure 13.   Egloffstein, F. W. von  [Egloffstein, Friedrich Wilhelm von]  1861  Map No. 2.  Rio 

Colorado of the West, Explored by 1 st.  Lieut. Joseph C. I ves, Top l.  Eng r s.  under the direction of the Office 

of Explorations and Surveys, A. A. Humphreys, Capt. Top l.  Eng r s.  in charge, by order of Hon. John B. 

Floyd, Secretary of War.  1858. drawn by Fr h r.  F. W. v. Egloffstein.  Topographer to the Expedition.  

Scale of 12 miles to one I nch or 1:760320.   In:  Ives, Joseph C. , Report upon the Colorado River of the West, 

explored in 1857 and 1858 by Lieutenant Joseph C. Ives, Corps of Topographical Engineers, under the direction of 

the Office of Explorations and Surveys, A. A. Humphreys, Captain Topographical Engineers, in charge.  By order of 

the Secretary of War.   Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office.  (Volume: U.S. 30th Congress, 1st 

Session, House Document 90 , Serial 1058. )   (Spamer  25.944)  

This map is well known for its highly conjectural depiction of the greater Grand Canyon 

region. It served as the authoritative, standard model for some time. Big Cañon of the 

Colorado is labeled prominently. Colorado Plateau is labeled on the south side of the 

Colorado. Notably, Cataract Creek is a tributary to Little Colorado or Flax River, which in 

turn reaches the Colorado River nearly at longitude 113° W. At the Little Colorado 

confluence the main Colorado is depicted arriving from the northeast, although that course 

is shown only a short distance before it fades into unmapped territory to the north.  A short 

distance northeast of the confluence of Diamond River a prominent tributary (not labeled) 

arrives from the northwest; this is Parashant Canyon. Between the Colorado and the 

Parashant tributary the features of the plateau are labeled North Side M 
ts.  . 

 

Next three pages (Figs. 13aɀc): Details of the central and eastern Grand Canyon areas, and of the 

confluences area of the Little Colorado River, Cataract Creek, and Colorado River (on which note the 

ÌÁÂÅÌÓ ÆÏÒ Ȱ#ÁÔÁÒÁÃÔ #ÒÅÅËȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ9ÁÍÐÁÉÓ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅȱȢ 
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Figure 13a.  Detail of the central Grand Canyon area.  The confluence of Diamond River 

(Diamond Creek) is shown at bottom center. Just upstream from there, the awkwardly 

drawn open space is the Parashant Canyon area (on the north side), as it might be 

interpreted in distant views from the south-side plateau.  The noticeable thin lines on the 

south side are the routes traveled by the Ives expedition in 1858, which Egloffstein 

accompanied. 

Some later cartographers have forced the Colorado River, in its course from Utah, into 

the Parashant Canyon position, even though Egloffstein displays the Colorado arriving 

from the northeast to reach the supposed confluence of the Little Colorado River. The 

Little Colorado is seen in this detail (see also further details on the next two pages) 

arriving from the southeast, turning to the southwest and receiving the tributary 

Cataract Creek from the southeast, before continuing west-southwest to its confluence 

×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏȢ 3ÏÍÅ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÃÁÒÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÒÓ ÒÅÔÁÉÎÅÄ %ÇÌÏÆÆÓÔÅÉÎȭÓ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

Colorado coming from Utah. They occasionally retained the Parashant Canyon tributary 

(but never labeled it separately), while other times they eliminated it altogether. 
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Figure 13b.  Detail of the Diamond CreekɀParashant Canyon area. The noticeably bulb-

ous space is the confluence area of Parashant Wash; its openness is exaggerated by the 

cartographer not having filled in the intricate canyon walls there while superimposing 

a landscape of faint, narrowly spaced tributaries. The generalities of the open space is a 

topographical interpretation likely influenced by long, horizontal sight lines from the 

plateau. 

In addition to the dashed lines of the routes of the Ives expedition, note the solid line 

delineating a supposed Ind[ian]. trail  between Diamond River and an undefined minor 

Colorado tributary independent of the nearby Cataract Creek (no doubt it was meant to 

join with the Yampais Village; see Fig. 13c). 
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Figure 13c.  Detail of the confluences of the Little Colorado River, Cataract Creek, 

and Colorado River (on which here note the labels for Cataract Creek and 

Yampais Village, the latter being the village of the Havasupai tribe known today 

as Supai). The stream arriving from the northeast is the Colorado River; the one 

from the east is the Little Colorado River; and Cataract Creek (labeled) from the 

southeast. All of these interpretations by Egloffstein were the result only of 

distant views, not on detailed ground-based surveys except on the west side of 

Cataract Creek. What he interpreted as the Little Colorado River coming from the 

east and southeast was in fact the main Colorado; the stream from the northeast 

possibly mismapped as an extension of Kanab Creek. The Ives expedition never 

saw the easternmost part of the Grand Canyon, nor the actual Little Colorado 

confluence, the definitive location of which remained unknown until John 

7ÅÓÌÅÙ 0Ï×ÅÌÌȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ 2ÉÖÅÒ ÅØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ρψφωȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÒÅÎÕÌÁÔÅÄ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ 

of tributaries is conceptually stylized rather than precise. 
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˄ ˅  Figure 14.   Egloffstein, F. W. von  [Egloffstein, Friedrich Wilhelm von]  1861  Map No. 1.  Rio 

Colorado of the West, Explored by 1 st.  Lieut. Joseph C. I ves, Top l.  Eng r s.  under the direction of the Office 

of Explorations and Surveys, A. A. Humphreys, Capt. Top l.  Eng r s.  in charge, by order of Hon. John B. 

Floyd, Secretary of War.  1858. drawn by Fr h r.  F. W. v. Egloffstein.  Topographer to the Expedition.  

Scale of 6 miles to one I nch or 1:380160.   In:  Ives, Joseph C. , Report upon the Colorado River of the West, 

explored in 1857 and 1858 by Lieutenant Joseph C. Ives, Corps of Topographical Engineers, under the direction of 

the Office of Explorations and Surveys, A. A. Humphreys, Captain Topographical Engineers, in charge.  By order of 

the Secretary of War.   Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office.  (Volume: U.S. 30th Congress, 1st 

Session, House Document 90 , Serial 1058. )   (Spamer  25.493)  

This map (four panels on one sheet) depicts the region bounding the Colorado River 

between its mouth in the Gulf of California (left panel) and the head of navigation, in the 

vicinity of where today is Hoover Dam. The course of the river is very well displayed, 

including the intricate channeling of the delta region (see Fig. 15). 

Ȱ-ÁÐ .ÏȢ ρȱ (Fig. 14) shows the river corridor along its northɀÓÏÕÔÈ ÁØÉÓȠ Ȱ-ÁÐ .ÏȢ ςȱ (Fig. 

13) shows the Grand Canyon region eastɀwest; the division is at the so-called Great Bend of 

ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÖÅÒȭÓ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÂÅÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÒÇÉÎ 2ÉÖÅÒ ÔÒÁÎsitions 

from west to south. 
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