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INTRODUCTION 

 

Not many men have had so many friends. Deprecatingly he always called himself an 

innkeeper. In fact he was a poet and a nobleman. 
— Emerson Hough, 1922 

 

CHARLES ALFRED BRANT—Charlie Brant—born in Russia on August 5 or 6, 1859, is almost 

a specter despite having been globally recognized during his time as the manager of El Tovar. 

He took over on Tuesday, September 20, 1904, to oversee the hotel’s finishing touches of 

construction and furnishing, and opened the place to guests on Saturday, January 14, 1905. 

He hadn’t expected to remain for very long, but 17 years later he died there on Tuesday, 

December 13, 1921, aged 62. Though he affectionately, respectfully came to be called the 

“Baron of El Tovar,” the earliest source of the honorific title is obscure; it seems to have been 

given commonly rather than bestowed by one person in print. 

 Much of Brant’s life is known only from bits and pieces strewn through many publica-

tions. Adding to them, some research has been possible through modern internet resources, 

including public records. Brant had no family of his own in America, thus we have no such 

stories. Instead, we rely principally upon the Santa Fe Railway–Fred Harvey family to com-

prehend what sort of a man he was. Some remembrances are made by those who more 

intimately knew him, yet largely only through professional interactions. In sum, Brant 

unequivocally enjoyed his work—and, crucially, where he worked. But what made him the 

man he was, we may never really know. 

 No matter the social standing or means of whoever came to El Tovar, they were equals; 

and all the better if they happened to agree with Brant’s devotion to the majesty of the Grand 

Canyon, by his own admission his “religion.” He also was a lover of all creatures though even 

he may have been astonished when in 1914 a burro, “Jerry,” registered at the hotel with his 

traveling companion Miss Margaret Geist of Germany. Not only were they not turned away 

(Jerry surely was lodged in more burro-accommodating quarters) but Mrs. Brant and others 

teamed up to repair Miss Geist’s broken-down cart and, after a photo opportunity in front of 

the hotel, sent them along on the rest of their journey more well provisioned.1 

  

 
1 “Foraging Their Way,” The Santa Fe Magazine, Vol. 9, no. 1 (December 1914), p. 40; with illustration of Miss 

Geist and Jerry in front of El Tovar (see p. 56 herein). The trip from New York to San Francisco was a stunt 

promoted by a syndicate of German newspapers with the condition that, when they stayed at hotels, Jerry 

would register with his lady companion. Miss Geist would win a substantial cash reward if her venture was 

successful. 

 Here are presented biographical perspectives of Charlie Brant, consolidated for the 

first time. They may help those who are interested to know more about Brant and will be 

useful 
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useful to readers who may not be able to access these dispersed documents and resources. 

And thus in the spirit of contemporary reading, in the words of those who knew him, and to 

be able to read the very pages on which he was remembered by the Santa Fe community and 

others, most items are reproduced in facsimile. Despite some reduction in display quality, 

transcriptions seemed to be less inspiring. Likewise it is pointless to paraphrase or edit these 

many reflections when they were so enthusiastically and compassionately written by those 

who knew the man. So here they are, to be read again and evaluated in their original contexts. 

When perchance we might someday have a more robust understanding of the man, his 

family’s life in Russia, and more details on his decisions to move about the globe as he did, 

we could gain a better perspective of how these early affairs formed his passionate last years 

at El Tovar. 

 We do fortunately have a few anecdotes about Brant’s years before El Tovar, as told by 

him, though these are as recalled by others. Of his life before America, we have but one brief 

recollection, one which could only have come from Brant himself but is second-hand in the 

unsigned memorial in The Santa Fe Magazine: 

Born in 1849 [sic], the son of an officer in a Russian cavalry regiment and of a Swedish 

mother, at the age of sixteen he entered a military school with the intention of following 

his father and becoming a Cossack officer. He rebelled, however, at the tyranny and 

oppression of the czar’s government and escaped from Russia on a Danish vessel bound 

for New York. 

 The biographical snippets that can be read on the following pages are helpful toward 

gleaning his professional development; nevertheless we wish for greater details. They are 

presented as facsimile reproductions to place their content—errors and misnomers 

included—in an unobjective format for others to use as their needs require. At least they are 

all in one place here. Nonetheless, to help sort through these entrained texts, a table is 

attached to this introduction (facing page) that comprises a convenient résumé made from 

these notes, bearing in mind that it was not compiled by him. 

 And Charles Brant even garnered swiftly passing attention on a couple of pages by the 

memorable writer of sporting stories Charles E. Van Loan—as a race horse named “Baron 

Brant.”2 George Horace Lorimer remembered Van Loan in a posthumously published volume 

of Van Loan’s stories about the filming industry, including anecdotes about the dynamic 

writer at Grand Canyon and interaction with the actual Baron Brant.3 

 
2 Charles E. Van Loan, “Egyptian Corn,” Collier’s, Vol. 37, no. 10 (May 20, 1916), pp. 5-7, 32-33, 37 (see references 

to the race horse “Baron Brant,” pp. 32, 34. Also reprinted in Van Loan, Old Man Curry : race track stories (George 

H. Doran Co., New York, 1919); see “Egyptian Corn,” references to the horse on pp. 238, 240. 

3 George Horace Lorimer, “Let's go! Let's go!” in Charles E. Van Loan, Buck Parvin and the movies : stories of the 

moving picture game (George H. Doran Co., New York, 1919), pp. vii-xiii (Grand Canyon, pp. ix-xiii).  (See  more 

under Lorimer in “A Baron Brant Buffet” in the present volume.) 
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A Charles A. Brant Résumé — Derived From Recollections* 

 1873  Immigrated at New York 

New York St. Nicholas Hotel kitchen helper, storeroom clerk, assistant 

kitchen steward, assistant buyer 

New York Delmonico’s assistant to the chef 

New Orleans St. Charles Hotel head steward 

South America and Europe guide 

various locations  hotel steward positions 

Detroit Detroit Hotel headwaiter 

 1882 

Las Vegas, New Mexico Montezuma Hot Springs Hotel maî tre d’ho tel 

 1884 

Chicago, Milwauke & St. Paul Railway in charge of dining car service 

 1889 

Montevideo, Uruguay  under 5-year contract sent to launch a new 
hotel, thwarted by an international bank 
failure before opening; returned to U.S. 

Mackinac Island, Grand Hotel manager 
    Michigan 

Detroit Cadillac Hotel manager 

Detroit Detroit Club 

St. Louis Mercantile Club 

Chicago Union League Club [3 years] 

Hot Springs, Arkansas Park Hotel (winters)** 

Que bec City, Que bec Frontenac Hotel (Cha teau Frontenac) (summers) 

St. Louis Planters Hotel manager 

 1904 – 1921 

Grand Canyon El Tovar manager 

________________ 

* Principally from the unsigned memorial, “Charlie Brant Has Gone,” The Santa Fe Magazine, Vol. 16, no. 2 

(January 1922); also personal remembrances from Henry J. Bohn, “A Letter To the Late Charles A. Brant,” The Hotel 

World, Vol. 94, no. 5 (February 4, 1922). There may be other positions not recalled, or gaps. 

** Not the present historic Park Hotel, which opened in 1930; the original burned in 1913. 

 

 

 

 

resigned after one year 



THE BARON OF EL TOVAR 

 
4 

 

. . . . . 

Charles Alfred Brant was born August 5 or 6, 1859, in Moscow, Russia4; emigrated from “Riga, 

Russia” [today Riga, Lativia] on January 5 or March 20, 1873 [dates differ on two separate 

naturalization papers5]; arrived in the U.S. at New York on April 5, 1873, aboard the City of 

Washington; died from pneumonia December 13, 1921, at El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Arizona; 

and was buried December 16 above the Rim Trail, Grand Canyon. In the 1910 U.S. Census he 

is indicated to have immigrated in 1875 and was a naturalized citizen, though both of these 

statements are incorrect. In the 1920 Census he is noted to have immigrated in 1875 and 

became a naturalized citizen in 1913; neither is precise. 

 Charles’s wife, Olga Zina Brant (née Frappier), was born in 1875 in Bordeaux, France; 

apparently immigrated into the U.S. as an infant; died December 24, 1920, at Los Angeles, 

California, from complications of major surgery; was buried in Calvary Cemetery in Los 

Angeles, but reinterred next to her husband, Charles, at Grand Canyon on January 9, 1922. In 

the 1910 U.S. Census Olga is noted to have immigrated in 1878 but not noted to be either a 

naturalized citizen or alien resident; and in the 1920 Census she is noted to have immigrated 

in 1875 and was a naturalized citizen but no year is given (and naturalization papers have 

not been located). Her maiden name is variously spelled in records, including in Charles 

Brant’s will in which among the recipients of his bequests were his 

beloved wife’s sisters and brothers, to-wit: Mrs. Olive Arsnow; Mrs. Sophia Champane; 

Mr. Jos. Freppier; Mr. Adolphus Freppier; Mr. John Freppier; Mr. Lewis Freppier; Mrs. 

Tillie Kenyon; Mrs. Parnella Tabbert. 

However, the Charles Brant Estate papers6 include signed receipts for the distributions of 

bequests. Olga’s brothers all signed “Frappier” (Adolphus was illiterate or incapacitated and 

signed with a witnessed + mark adjacent to a witness’s insertion of “Frappier”.) Her sisters 

of course signed with their marriage names. 

 
4 Brant’s own public records give both August 5 and 6 as his date of birth. Whether one or the other is a lapsus, 

or some allowance for calendar adjustments between Russia and the West, is undertermined. 

5 The discrepancy could be related to Brant’s recollection of leaving home in Russia versus obtaining passage 

on a ship from Riga “on a Danish vessel bound for New York” (as quoted above; and see Brant’s naturalization 

papers in the Public Records section of this volume). One ship by the name City of Washington, a Glasgow-built 

(1855) steamer with sails, was operated by the Inman Line on the North Atlantic, and it is more likely that Brant 

had sailed from Riga to Denmark or England on a Danish vessel and there went on board the City of Washington 

(https://www.norwayheritage.com/p_ship.asp?sh=ciwas, 

https://www.norwayheritage.com/p_shiplist.asp?co=inman; both accessed February 2026). 

6 Records for the Estate of Charles A. Brant accessed via Ancestry.com (“Arizona, U.S., Wills and Probate 

Records, 1803-1995”, https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9043/ [accessed February 2026]). 

https://www.norwayheritage.com/p_ship.asp?sh=ciwas
https://www.norwayheritage.com/p_shiplist.asp?co=inman
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9043/
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 The Brants married around 1893 and had no children. He was known as being very 

caring of wildlife,7 and above all the Brants’ pet Airedale, Razzle Dazzle; but to call the dog 

just their pet depreciates the love and recognition he received from El Tovar’s visitors and 

the entire community of Grand Canyon village.8 It is well known through other publications 

that Mr. Brant had included Razzle Dazzle in his will first among bequests, though actually he 

first instructed that his “just debts and funeral expenses be fully paid”; second, he 

bequeathed their choice of his acquired oil paintings to the corporate officers A. G. Wells of 

Chicago (Santa Fe Railway) and Ford F. Harvey of Kansas City (Fred Harvey company); third, 

a thousand dollars was to be given to each of the in-laws mentioned above; and then, fourth, 

he bequeathed the “residue and remainder of my entire estate” to Wells and Harvey “in trust 

to be disposed of for the following purposes”—where then he specifies, “(First) I desire 

adequate provision made for the good care, during its life, of my Airdale [sic] Dog, Razzle-

Dazzle.” 
9 

 In the Petition For Distribution of Estate, April 23, 1924, the trustees there established 

That pursuant to authority vested in your petitioners under the last will and testament 

of decedent, we hereby set aside and hold as a trust fund for the care during its life of 

the Airdale Dog of decedent, Razzle-Dazzle, the sum of Three thousand Dollars, 

($3,000.00). 

 Other records of the estate indicate that Razzle Dazzle had been in the care of Charles D. 

Frazier, who appears several times in these papers, having submitted occasional claims for 

Razzle Dazzle’s care. A separate memorandum from T. L. Picco, October 26, 1959, based on 

information from Emery Kolb, Mrs. Catherine Verkamp, and John Cunningham, notes: 

“. . . a Negro named Charles Fraser [sic], who was a waiter, bartended [sic] and fountain 

attendant, took care of the dog until its death.” 
10

  “Charles Frazier” is recorded in the 1920 

U.S. Census for Grand Canyon as a 51-year-old, divorced, Missouri-born Black man, a hotel 

waiter included on the same sheet on which the Brants are listed first. Thus it appears that 

Razzle Dazzle remained at the canyon after the baron’s death. 

 
7 One anecdotal recollection in 1917 implied that he was principally responsible for encouraging Theodore 

Roosevelt to set aside the Grand Canyon as a game preserve (see “Baron Brant of Bright Angel,” facsimile 

reproduction herein). In 1914, Brant was recorded as having become a member of the Cooper Ornithological 

Club, a national organization of professional and avocational birding enthusiasts (see Swarth, 1914). 

8 “. . . Razzle has the distinction of being the only dog allowed in any of the national parks. He is the proud 

possessor of a permit signed by the Secretary of the Interior himself, making an exception in his case.” (“Charlie 

Brant Is Gone,” The Santa Fe Magazine, Jan. 1922, p. 25). 

9 “Last Will and Testament” of Charles A. Brant; and “Petition for Distribution of Estate,” in the Superior Court 

of the State of Arizona in and for the County of Coconino. 

10 Memorandum prepared by T. L. Picco, October 26, 1959 (Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection, 

Brant file; courtesy Kim Besom, Feb. 18, 2026.) 



THE BARON OF EL TOVAR 

 
6 

 After Razzle Dazzle died in 1928, a Petition to the Superior Court, April 29, 1930, stated 

that the remaining sum of the trust for the care of the dog was $1,858.76, and the trustees 

requested that the balance be converted to a trust for the upkeep of the Brant graves. The 

subsequent Order of the court, December 22, 1930, concluded: 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED that the balance of said fund, 

to-wit the sum of $1,858.76, be and the same is hereby converted into a permanent trust 

fund to be used in the maintenance, care and upkeep of the monument and graves of 

said Charles A. Brant and his wife, Olga G. [sic] F. Brant, and said A. G. Wells as such 

Trustee and his successor or successors in trust be, and they are hereby authorized and 

empowered to invest and reinvest said fund from time to time, the income therefore and 

such part of the principal as may be deemed necessary by said Trustee or his successors 

in trust, to be used for the maintenance, care and upkeep of said monument and graves 

of said decedent and his said wife. 

 The Picco memorandum of 1959 mentioned above informatively mentions, “. . . Mr. John 

Cunningham, who now cleans up the plot and replaces the stones in the fence surrounding 

the plot, several times during the year.” Cunningham worked for the Fred Harvey Trans-

portation Department, rising to superintendent of that department. 

. . . . . 

In the sections and pages that follow are facsimile reproductions of published memorials, 

obituaries, and public records that fill in what is known about Charles Brant, and to some 

extent Olga, who was fittingly referred to by one memorialist as his faithful “helpmate.” 

Though Olga is noticed in the 1910 Census as “Asst Manager El Tovar Hotel,” no doubt she 

was but the spousal associate to the principal, paid employee, as were numerous other 

companion–manager teams at sites in the Santa Fe–Fred Harvey system. 

 The “Memorials” section truly defines what is best known about Charles Brant, as these 

are contemporary remembrances. They are susceptible, of course, to faulty and perhaps con-

trived memories, which should be kept in mind as one reads through them. But it is believed 

here that it is better to reproduce the originals rather than to paraphrase and edit them. No 

such compilation has been produced before, so this is a comprehensive record. 

 The “Obituaries” section provides a few further perspectives though through the hum-

bler wording of grief and respect. 

 The “Public Records” section gives some information from the 1910 and 1920 U.S. 

Censuses (strikingly, the only censuses in which the Brants have thus far been found), and 

reproduces in facsimile important papers relating to Charles Brant. 

 The “Brant Gravesite” section is added by the author based on a visit to the gravesite in 

August 2025. Although the site is unadvertised by the park, neither is it unknown. Various 

websites offer photographs and simple directions to the graves, but none of them were 
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deemed by the author to satisfactorily illustrate them, nor do they place the graves in a 

broader historical light. This is remedied here with contemporary and modern illustrations, 

putting the Brants and their graves in perspective with Grand Canyon’s history and the view 

from their resting place—certainly the most strikingly located graves in any national park. 

And Razzle Dazzle is not overlooked, either. 

 Last, “A Baron Brant Buffet” offers a separate annotated bibliography that pertains to the 

Brants, specially derived from the main bibliography in Queen of the Rim: El Tovar, Grand 

Canyon’s Legendary Hotel: A Bibliographical Record (Raven’s Perch Media, 2026). Here are 

highlighted all the references to the Brants that appear within the larger bibliography. 

_________________ 

Special thanks to Kim Besom, Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection, for selected photos 

and information that contributed significantly to this biographical overview. The photos from the 

Museum Collection credited to the David R. Tankersley collection refer to David Raymond Tankersley 

(1899–1980), the Fred Harvey mule guide known as Ray Tankersley. 

_________________ 

 

  



THE BARON OF EL TOVAR 

 
8 

  

 

 

NOTE 

This article, published during Charles Brant’s lifetime, is clearly 

editorial in nature and not necessarily written with his 

knowledge. The reference to “Baron Brant” is the earliest use 

thus far noticed of the “baron” title in a regular article, which 

inferred that it was Grand Canyon residents and tourists who 

impulsively “elevated him to a peerage,” which his Russian 

accent may have further encouraged. However, “Baron Brant” 

had earlier appeared as the name of a race horse in a 1916 

fictional story written by the dynamic and popular Charles E. 

Van Loan, an occasional Grand Canyon visitor himself, thus the 

title was in circulation even then. 

For years predating El Tovar the village had often been familiarly 

referred to as “Bright Angel,” corresponding to the name of the 

tent–cabin hotel originally put up in 1890. There the first Grand 

Canyon village post office was established in 1902. The use of 

the Bright Angel name in this article is peculiarly outdated, with 

the text oddly omitting reference to El Tovar, then in existence 

for 12 years, while also using a photo of Brant and Razzle Dazzle 

that was taken on the hotel’s north veranda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The blank spots in this facsimile 

cut off an adjacent photo and 

text pertaining to another 

individual in the “Who’s Who—

And Why” section of the 

magazine. 

Pages 27, 117 
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MEMORIALS 

The best perspective we have today of the Baron of El Tovar are several memorials to him published 

soon after his death. Three appear in The Santa Fe Magazine for January 1922,11 and a very personal 

open letter to the departed Brant in The Hotel World for February 4, penned by Henry J. Bohn, 

President of The Hotel World Interests, Inc., and Editor of The Hotel World. 

 The first Santa Fe memorial is unsigned, followed by a remembrance by George Wharton James, 

the well-known author of Grand Canyon and other southwestern ventures, and an item by Henry 

Wickham Steed, editor of the venerable Times of London. On the following pages, these all appear as 

they were published. 

 

  

 
11 Fatefully, immediately preceding the three articles in The Santa Fe Magazine, is a brief item with photograph 

on page 22 relating the visit to Grand Canyon by General Ferdinand Foch, Marshal of France, which drew 

crowds. It was from the particularly raw air of this otherwise sunny day that Brant caught chill, contracted 

pneumonia, and was dead in a week. 
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(continued) 
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  (continued) 
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Portrait displayed as a full-page illustration on page 8 of this issue of 

The Hotel World 
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See pp. 42, 43 in the present volume for better-resolution copies of 

the two photos of the Brant grave that are shown in this article. 
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OBITUARIES 

Page 1 

 

 

Note: Regarding the reference to Charles Brant’s hospitalization, the following also had appeared: 

“Brant—Many friends in the hotel fraternity will regret to learn that Mr. Charles A. Brant, manager of Hotel El 

Tovar, Grand Canyon, Arizona, from its inception, is now in Los Angeles, Cal., where he is the inmate of a 

hospital.  Mr. Brant has been quite ill for several weeks and his physician advised a change to a sea coast level.” 

—National Hotel Reporter, December 21, 1920, p. 1 
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PUBLIC RECORDS 

 

Data are transcribed here from records viewed at Ancestry.com in 2026.  Discrepancies between 

registers may be noted, as users of such records often encounter. 
 
 
 

United States Censuses 

[transcriptions of selected data, thus] 

U.S. Census: 1910 

Brant, Charles A., aged 50, married 17 years 

born Russia, father born Russia, mother born Sweden 

immigrated 1875, naturalized [dates of naturalization not given in 1910; but compare 1920] 

occupation General Manager, El Tovar Hotel 

Brant, Olga Zina, aged 35, married 17 years 

born France, father born France, mother born France 

immigrated 1878; not naturalized 

occupation Asst. Manager, El Tovar Hotel 

 

U.S. Census: 1920 

Brant, Charles A., aged 61, immigrated 1875, naturalized 1913 

born Russia, father born Russia, mother born Russia 

occupation Manager Hotel 

Brant, Ololga [sic], aged 45, immigrated 1875, naturalized 

born France, father born England, mother born France 

occupation “None” 

 

Thus far Charles Brant has not been located in Censuses for 1880 or 1900 or in early immigration 

records. Olga (Frappier) Brant has likewise not been located. 

 
Other 

An “Inward Passenger List” recorded in Honolulu, October 8, 1910, for the S.S. Mongolia (E. P. Kitt, 

Master), lists among those in “Cabin for San Francisco” Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Brant, aged 45 and 

40 years [sic], respectively, traveling with nine pieces of baggage (accessed via Ancestry.com). The 

Brants’ holiday to the Orient was mentioned in corporate news notes in The Santa Fe Employes’ 

Magazine, Vol. 4, no. 10 (September 1910), pp. 76-77, and no. 12 (November), pp. 81-82. 
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Charles Brant’s Naturalization Records 

 

The significant portions of the various forms and communications are in facsimile, but cropped, 

derived from the Public Domain content posted to Ancestry.com. Brant had intended to pursue 

naturalization in 1906 but did not in fact become a citizen until 1914. 
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Charles Alfred Brant Death Certificate 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Note: The attending physician, R. O. Raymond, was a well respected Flagstaff doctor. See Susan 

Johnson, “Dr. R. O. Raymond—the Most Memorable Man in Flagstaff,” Arizona Daily Sun, July 26, 2023.  

See also brief notes and a photo in Tim Wilson, “ ‘Someone call for a doctor?’  Grand Canyon Physicians 

and Nurses, 1890-1940,” pp. 57-62 in Those Who Made a Difference: Proceedings of the 6th Grand 

Canyon History Symposium, Grand Canyon, Arizona, November 1-4, 2023 (Earle E. Spamer, ed.) (Grand 

Canyon Conservancy, Grand Canyon, 2025). 
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THE BRANT GRAVESITE 

 

The Brant gravesite in Grand Canyon National Park holds the remains of Charles A. Brant 

(1859–1921), his wife, Olga (1875–1920, reinterred from California after the death of her 

husband), and their Airedale pet, Razzle Dazzle (d. 1928). There is no signage to this place, 

and it is not included in the national park’s own guides. The approach to it is not regularly 

maintained. 

 There are a number of internet sources, including Find a Grave, that present a few photo-

graphs of the gravesite, and an online video by one traveler takes the viewer there. These 

show only highlights. The following pages present a more comprehensive guide to the Brant 

gravesite. The present-day photos by Earle Spamer serve also as a record of conditions as of 

August 2025. More than a century after the Brants’ deaths, their graves are well maintained. 

 A memorandum from T. L. Picco notes that information from Emery Kolb, Mrs. Catherine 

Verkamp, and John Cunningham indicated that “[Charles Brant] and his wife considered the 

view, just west of the Village, to be one of the finest, and therefore, they made arrangements 

to be buried on the rim, before the area became a National Park. They also made arrange-

ments to have their dog buried on the same spot.”12 This site also takes in a view of El Tovar. 

 It is clear that visitors do come to this little cemetery, as stones have been left on the 

graves and monuments. Even the grave of Razzle Dazzle has been adorned—with sticks. 

 Records from the Brant Estate13 include a creditor’s claim for $300 from J. E. Shirley for 

. . . services of self and necessary workmen and equipment for excavation for interment 

of Mr. and Mrs. Brant, size of excavation 12 ft. by 12 ft. by 7 ft. deep, in solid rock at Rim 

of Grand Canyon, and for work in building division wall in excavation and for filling 

graves and removing debris. 

James Earl Shirley (who went by Earl Shirley) was the livery manager for Fred Harvey at 

Grand Canyon. An additional creditor’s claim in the estate papers notes: $10 “To cash 

advanced Bill Bump for running compressor for drilling and digging grave.” Another claim, 

submitted from David Babbitt of the Flagstaff Undertaking Parlors, records that Charles 

 
12 Memorandum prepared by T. L. Picco, October 26, 1959 (Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection, 

Brant file; courtesy Kim Besom, Feb. 18, 2026.) 

13 Estate records from the papers of the Superior Court of Arizona for Coconino County, accessible online 

through Ancestry.com (see Note 6). 
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Brant’s casket was of copper and bronze; cost $1,200. The claim also notes a “Vault Burglar 

Proof Steel” in which the casket was placed. (See photos on the following pages.) Charles 

Brant’s death certificate notes that the undertaker was Edgar Whipple. 

 Dama Margaret Smith, wife of Grand Canyon’s Chief Ranger (Charles Jerod Smith, “White 

Mountain”), recollected the night when the grave was having to be unexpectedly prepared: 

The tomb had to be blasted from solid rock. All night long the dull rumble of explosives 

told me that the rangers, led by the wearer of the Croix de Guerre [a ranger, not 

identified by Smith, who had been decorated with the French medal for valor during the 

First World War], were toiling away. The first snow of the season was falling when the 

funeral corte ge started for the grave. White Mountain and other friends were pall-

bearers, and twenty cowboys on black horses followed the casket. Father Vabre read the 

burial service, and George Wharton James spoke briefly of the friendship which had 

bound them together for many years.14 

Rev. Cyprian Vabre was the Catholic rector of the Church of the Nativity in Flagstaff, and 

George Wharton James was the well-known author of Grand Canyon and other Southwestern 

ventures. Both were good friends with Brant, and the father also was a witness for the 

hotelman’s naturalization as a U.S. citizen.  Fr. Vabre also presided over the reinterment from 

California of Olga Brant three weeks after her husband’s interment. 

_______________________________ 

  

 
14 Dama Margaret Smith (Mrs. White Mountain), I Married a Ranger (Stanford University Press, Stanford CA, 

1930), p. 37. 
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Charles A. Brant lies in repose in the Music Room of El Tovar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David R. Tankersley collection, 
Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection 
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Top: Photo at the time of the grave services for Charles A. Brant, December 16, 1921. The casket rests 

inside the steel vault mentioned in the undertaker’s invoice for services (see also a detail photo farther 

below). The view in this photo does not take in El Tovar. (David R. Tankersley collection, Grand Canyon 

National Park Museum Collection. This is the same photo as which appears in The Santa Fe Magazine, 

Vol. 16, no. 3 [February 1922], p. 20, and in The Hotel World for February 4, 1922, p. 21.) 

Left: August 26, 2025, the graves of Charles Brant (nearest to the viewer) and Olga Brant (who was 

reinterred from California after Charles’s burial), from nearly the same perspective as the top photo. 

Right: El Tovar can be seen through the two trees shown in the left-hand photo. The view in this photo 

is from a slightly lower elevation nearby (see next page for the view from the gravesite). 

(All present-day photos in this section by the author, August 25, 2025) 
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El Tovar and other village structures, 
and part of Bright Angel Trail, as viewed 
eastward from the Brant gravesite. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enlarged detail from the photo above 
showing El Tovar (compare illustration 
below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A second illustration from the burial of 
Charles Brant. El Tovar can be made out 
at left (compare center photo above). 
Compare also in top and bottom photos 
the growth of the trees over a century. 

This is the same photo as which 
appeared in The Hotel World for 
February 4, 1922, p. 21. (David R. 
Tankersley collection, Grand Canyon 
National Park Museum Collection.) 
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Above — Charles Brant’s casket rests in the steel vault at the burial site. 

Below — Funeral service, though it is uncertain whether this was the interment of Charles or Olga 
Brant, which took place on December 16, 1921, and January 9, 1922, respectively.  (Both photos from 
David R. Tankersley collection, Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection.) 
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The graves of Charles and Olga Brant after both had been interred. Olga’s reinterment from California 
was on January 9, 1922, but the date of these photos is not known. Note that the rock wall has not yet 
been constructed around the gravesite and the plaques on their headstone and gravestones have not 
yet been placed. (Below, the photographer must have climbed into a tree.)  (Both photos from David 
R. Tankersley collection, Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection.) 
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Detail views of Charles Brant’s casket laid in the steel vault, which would be capped prior 

to burial.  (Enlarged from photos in David R. Tankersley collection, Grand Canyon National Park 

Museum Collection.) 
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To locate the Brant gravesite, proceed west a couple of hundred yards on the Rim Trail from 

the Hermit’s Rest Interchange and head of Bright Angel Trail. Pass by the one-time “worship 

site” on the rim to reach a more sudden upward incline. Watch the trail for markers that are 

part of the geological Trail of Time. At the 3310 Million Years Ago medallion, face left 

(southward) to view the faint trace that leads up to the gravesite. Take time to imagine the 

affectionate devotion of the pall-bearers who carried the bronze and copper casket. 

 

 

(Above) Embedded in the 
paved Rim Trail is a medallion 
marking the geological Trail 
of Time. 

 
 

A curve in the paved 
     Rim Trail is seen here   
 
 
 

The faint trace leading away from the viewer leads to the 
gravesite (occluded by trees from this perspective). View is 
generally southward. The gravesite is approached from its rear 
and side (see p. 50). 
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View northward of the left side of the gravesite. 

The gravesite viewed westward from the side facing the rim. 
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The gravesite viewed southward from the right side. 

View northwestward of wall construction from front-right corner; composed of rough blocks 
of Kaibab Limestone perhaps derived from the excavation of the graves. 
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The gravesite viewed southeastward from behind. 

Enlargement below: The San Francisco Peaks can be descried on the horizon. 
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The graves of Charles Brant (left), Olga Brant (right), and 

Razzle Dazzle (background, left). Note the collections of stones left by visitors. 
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Headstone for Charles and Olga Brant. 

(Headstone for Razzle Dazzle at far left.) 

Plaque on the Brants’ headstone 

“In this place doubt is impossible. Else, 

why all these wonders, this surpassing 

beauty, this grandeur, this deep peace, 

this confident repose? No, here is the 

spirit of God, here one must believe.”    

– C. A. Brant 

The quotation from Brant first appeared in print 

in an article about the otherwise unnamed 

“High Priest” of the Grand Canyon by Henry 

Wickham Steed, “Silent Gods,” in The Times of 

London for September 12, 1921, and reprinted 

as a eulogy to Brant in “Charlie Brant Has 

Gone,” The Santa Fe Magazine, January 1922. 
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Razzle Dazzle’s grave 

with sticks left by visitors 

Plaque on Razzle Dazzle’s headstone 
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A BARON BRANT BUFFET 

(AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY) 

 

These citations are re-presented in orderly form from the comprehensive El Tovar bibliography, 

Queen of the Rim (Raven’s Perch Media, 2026). 
 

Unsigned 
 

 1904 [Charles A. Brant.]  In: About Hotel Men [SECTION].  The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 

12(138) (September): 19. 

   “Brant, Chas. A., will have the management of the new El Toro [sic] at Grand 

Canon, Ariz.” (ENTIRE NOTE) 

 

 1904 [El Tovar.]  In: New and Remodeled Hotels [SECTION].  The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 

12(141) (December): 24. 

   “Ariz.—Grand Canon: Charles A. Brant expects to open the new El Tovar in 

February.  It will be one of the handsomest and best appointed tourist hotels in 

America.” (ENTIRE NOTE) 

 

 1908 The Baltimore Life Underwriters’ Association.  In: The Companies [SECTION].  Baltimore 

Underwriter (Baltimore, Maryland), 80(12) (December 21): 184-185. 

   Principally regarding the association’s participation in the 19th annual convention of 

the National Association of Life Underwriters in Los Angeles.  Includes remarks on 

trip to Grand Canyon (p. 184): “At Williams, Ariz., the special train bearing by this 

time all delegates and guests east of this point, was greeted by a delegation from 

Los Angeles and San Francisco and deluged with oranges and flowers from sunny 

California.  Running up to the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, two days were spent 

’mid the scenes and enjoyments of this indescribably beautiful and marvelous work 

of nature, this wonder of wonders, a mighty chasm more than a mile in depth, 

thirteen miles across from rim to rim and two hundred and seventeen miles long.  

The service and hospitality of El Tovar was most perfect, and Mr. Brandt [sic], the 

genial host, will long be remembered for his unfailing courtesies and delightful 

entertainment extended the entire party during these two memorable days.” (ENTIRE 

NOTE) 

 

 1922 [Notice.]  The Daily National Hotel Reporter, (January 14): 1. 

   “Beneditto—Mr. S. L. Beneditto, for some time past manager of the Hostel Casteneda 

at Las Vegas, New Mexico, for the Harvey system, with which concern he has 

established a fine reputation, has been given marked promotion by the appointment 

as manager of the famous Hotel El Tovar at Grand Canyon, Arizona, which has been 

so ably conducted since its opening by the late Charles A. Brant of blessed 

memory.” (ENTIRE ITEM) 
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 1914 Foraging their way.  Santa Fe Magazine, 9(1) (December): 40. 

   Miss Margaret Geist of Germany, and burro, “Jerry”, registered at El Tovar during 

their cross-country trip, New York to San Francisco, a stunt (with conditions) 

promoted by a syndicate of German newspapers. 

    “. . . during the week before Thanksgiving Miss Margaret Geist and ‘Jerry’ 

registered at El Tovar, en route on their 5,000-mile cross-country hike from New 

York to San Francisco . . . . 

    “Jerry is the burro who hauls the two-wheeled cart in which Miss Geist rides 

when she isn’t walking.  [. . .]  They must reach their destination not later than 

February 5, 1915.  If successful Miss Geist gets $5000 from a syndicate of German 

newspapers, who will publish the account of her trip.  One condition is that she is to 

make the journey, foraging, as it were, on the country, without funds or food 

excepting as picked up on the way; and another is that the burro must register in 

wherever she does . . . . 

    “Just before reaching El Tovar Miss Geist’s cart broke down completely, and she 

only had a few raw potatoes on hand for food.  When she left—thanks to Mrs. 

Charlie Brant [Olga], Walter Hubbell, et al[.]—her cart had new yellow wheels, 

Jerry had a new harness and she was amply provisioned for a long cruise.” 

   ▲ “Leaving Grand Canyon. This photo shows Miss Geist and ‘Jerry’ in front of El Tovar Hotel, 
about to leave on the last long lap of their 5,000-mile journey.” (Santa Fe Magazine) 

 

 1916 New pets at Grand Canyon.  Santa Fe Magazine, 10(11) (October): 38. 

   Refers to Olga and Teddy, bear cubs on caged display outside Hopi House at Grand 

Canyon.  NOTE: Olga named for Olga Brant, wife of El Tovar’s manager, Charles A. 

Brant; Teddy of course for Theodore Roosevelt. 

 

 1917 Baron Brant of Bright Angel.  In: Who’s Who—and Why; Serious and Frivolous Facts 

About the Great and Near Great [SECTION].  Saturday Evening Post, 190(10) (September 

8): 27, 117. 

 



THE BARON OF EL TOVAR 

 
57 

 1918 A clean sweep.  Uncle Sam finds even the canyons of the wild and I [sic] west in search 

of soldiers.  Twenty-six out of one-fifty called from El Tovar Hotel at Grand Canyon.  The 

Hotel World (Chicago), 87(1) (July 6): 24. 

   Chiefly quoted from hotel manager Charles A. Brant, including, “Uncle Sam made a 

clean sweep of our front and back office . . . .” 

 

 1918 Office [NEWS].  The Hotel World (Chicago), 87(24) (December 14): 16. 

   Includes: “Charles H. Inglis, recently of the St. Francis office staff, San Francisco, 

Cal., is now connected with the Hotel El Tovar staff, Grand Canyon, Ariz., as assistant 

to manager Brant.” (ENTIRE NOTE) 

 

 1919 An echo of the Greeters’ excursion.  The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 27 (August): 74-75. 

   American Greeters organization.  “It was a pretty hot ride thru Needles, but more 

comfortable as the high plateau of Grand Canyon was reached.  The party spent a 

day at El Tovar.  Some took the Bright Angel trail to the river; others made 

excursions on the rim.  Manager Chas. A. Brandt [sic] of El Tovar, whose religion is 

the canyon, explained the wonders of this very wonderful place.” (p. 74)  See also p. 

75, menu, “Typical American plan dinner $1.50 at El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Ariz.” 

 

 1920 Chicago.  In: Among Ourselves [SECTION].  Santa Fe Magazine, 15(1) (December): 70-

71. 

   Includes note: “We regret to learn that Charles Brant of the El Tovar Hotel, Grand 

Cañon, has been seriously ill for some time, although he continues to be active.  

Mrs. Brant, who was for some time treated at the Mayo Brothers Hospital in 

Rochester, Minn., also is still far from well.  The many friends of Mr. and Mrs. Brant 

all over the system extend best wishes for their early and complete recovery.” 

(ENTIRE NOTE) 

 

 1920 [Notice.]  The Daily National Hotel Reporter, (December 21): 1. 

   “Brant—Many friends in the hotel fraternity of the country will regret to learn that 

Mr. Charles A. Brant, manager of Hotel El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Arizona, from its 

inception, is now in Los Angeles, Cal., where he is the inmate of a hospital.  Mr. 

Brant has been quite ill for several weeks and his physician advised a change to a 

sea coast level.” (ENTIRE ITEM)  [Note: At this time, his wife, Olga, was also in a 

California hospital, where she died on December 24.] 

 

 1921 Obituary.  Death of Charles A. Brant, manager, from its inception, of the famous Hotel 

El Tovar at Grand Canyon, Ariz.  The Daily National Hotel Reporter, 50(296) (December 

16): 1. 

 

 1922 Charlie Brant has gone.  Santa Fe Magazine, 16(2) (January): 23-26. 

   Memorial to and biography of Charles A. Brant, late manager of El Tovar Hotel. 

 

 1922 Obituary.  Chas. Brant’s grave on Grand Canyon’s rim.  The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 30 

(January): 57. 
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 1922 Beneditto.  In: Personal [SECTION].  The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 94(3) (January 28): 

14. 

   “Beneditto—Mr. S. L. Beneditto, for some time past manager of the Hotel Castenada 

at Las Vegas, New Mexico, for the Harvey system, has been appointed manager of 

the famous Hotel El Tovar at Grand Canyon, Arizona, which has been so ably 

conducted since its opening by the late C. A. Brant.” (ENTIRE ITEM)  Sydney L. 

Beneditto. 

 

 1922 The last resting place of Charles A. Brant.  Santa Fe Magazine, 16(3) (February): 20. 

   Photo of the gravesite with coffin covered and surrounded by flowers, with extended 

legend.  Canyon view, but not toward El Tovar.  Photo not credited. 

 

 1922 [S. L. Beneditto.]  The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 94(5) (February 4): 21. 

   Photograph with legend: “Mr. S. L. Beneditto, who has succeeded the late Charles 

A. Brant in the management of the El Tovar Hotel, Grand Canyon, Arizona, is 

another example of the Fred Harvey system of advancing its employes when the 

opportunity presents.  Mr. Beneditto has been managing the Hotel Castenada, Las 

Vegas, N. M., for some years, and has long been with the Harvey system.”  Sydney 

L. Beneditto. 

 

 1922 [Notice.]  The Daily National Hotel Reporter, (February 8): 1. 

   “Brant—The finest portrait yet published of the late Chas. A. Brant, recently 

deceased manager of El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Ariz., appears in the current issue of 

the ‘Hotel World’, of Chicago.” (ENTIRE ITEM)  [“Portrait” pertains more probably to the 

very personal reminiscences by Henry J. Bohn, which happens also to be prefaced 

with a photographic portrait of Brant.  See H. J. Bohn (1922).] 

 

 1922 A Harvey-Brant monument suggestion.  The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 30 (March): 27. 

   Proposal for monuments to be placed on the rim of Grand Canyon, commemorating 

Charles A. Brant, former manager of El Tovar, and Fred Harvey. 

 

 1924 In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Brant.  The Hotel Monthly, 32(370) (January): 72. 

   Includes the inscription on the grave of Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Brant at Grand 

Canyon. 

 

Ball, Jack 
 

 1923 Jack Ball’s impressions.  National Hotel Review, 18(2) (October 13): 41-42. 

   Pertains to the conclusion of a 23-day trip by special train from New York and return 

for the purpose of commemorating the opening of the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles.  

See p. 42: “The awe with which one is inspired in viewing the Grand Canyon in 

Arizona is well exemplified in the words of Charles A. Brandt [sic], for several 

years manager of the El Tovar hotel on the rim of the Canyon, as follows: ‘In this 

place doubt is impossible, else why all these wonders, this surpassing beauty, this 

grandeur, this deep peace, this confident repose?  No, here is the spirit of God, here 

one must believe.’—C. A. Brant, 1921; Olga, his wife, 1920.” (ENTIRE NOTE)  [Quote 

taken from the Brants’ gravesite headstone.] 
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 1923 Jack Ball’s impressions.  In: Ball, Jack (ed.), The Los Angeles Biltmore Souvenir 

Supplement to the National Hotel Review.  National Hotel Review, (December 15, 

Section 2). 

   Pertains to the conclusion of a 23-day trip by special train from New York and return 

for the purpose of commemorating the opening of the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles.  

See p. 42: “The awe with which one is inspired in viewing the Grand Canyon in 

Arizona is well exemplified in the words of Charles A. Brandt [sic], for several 

years manager of the El Tovar hotel on the rim of the Canyon, as follows: ‘In this 

place doubt is impossible, else why all these wonders, this surpassing beauty, this 

grandeur, this deep peace, this confident repose?  No, here is the spirit of God, here 

one must believe.’—C. A. Brant, 1921; Olga, his wife, 1920.” (ENTIRE NOTE)  [Quote 

taken from the Brants’ headstone.] 

 

Bohn, Henry J. 
 

 1922 A letter to the late Charles A. Brant, for seventeen years manager of the famous El 

Tovar Hotel at Grand Canyon, Arizona.  In: Some Side Lines from the Morgan Park Desk 

[COLUMN].  The Hotel World (Chicago), 94(5) (February 4): 20-22. 

   See also portrait of Charles A. Brant (1858-1921), p. [8].  And see also “The Brant 

Obsequies” [by Bohn], p. 22, which notes that the photographs of the Brant grave 

overlooking Grand Canyon (p. 21), taken just after the funeral on December 16, 

were sent by courtesy of Ford Harvey.  Both photos show the coffin covered and 

surrounded by flowers; one, aligned with the length of the coffin and looking toward 

the canyon, takes in El Tovar (though a little hard to see), and the other photo, more 

from the side, takes in a better canyon view. 

 

Bohn, John J. 
 

 1911 The Imperial City of Silence.  In: James, George Wharton, The 1910 trip of the H. M. M. 

B. A. to California and the Pacific Coast.  San Francisco: Bolte and Braden Co., pp. 43, 

45-46, 49, 51-52. 

   Bohn reflects, at length, on the 1910 Grand Canyon visit by conventioneers of the 

Hotel Men’s Mutual Benefit Association.  “It is noon time. The train has been 

groaning up the grades and curves to the El Tovar.  Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Brant, 

host and hostess, are there to meet any special guests, and all are welcomed to—

not a hotel, but what at a glance seems a great art studio, with possibly a hotel 

plant attached somewhere in the rear.” 

 

Chapple, Joe Mitchell 
 

 1906 At the Grand Canyon.  The National Magazine (Boston), 24(2) (May): [unpaginated 

section], [5 pp.]. 

   Apparently this is final chapter of a much longer, serialized piece, “A Month in 

Mexico”, which relates to the widely advertised commercially conducted tours 

managed by Charles H. Gates. See p. [4]: 

    “What a contrast all this solitary grandeur was to the cheery gaiety of the hotel! 

Mr. C. A. Brant, the manager of the hotel, has not the only reputation of being one 

of the the best hotel men of the world, but has experience reaching from 

Montevideo, in South America, to Peoria, and the Union League, in Chicago and New 

York City. In addition to all this he is a man thoroughly in love with the Grand 
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Canyon and all its beauties, and never can the hospitality of Mine Host Brant and his 

good wife be forgotten. 

 

Cobb, Irvin S. 
 

 1919 Confessions of a platform weevil.  (Illustrated by Herbert Johnson.)  Saturday Evening 

Post, 191(45) (May 10): 8-9, 80, 83. 

   Regarding the writer’s hotel stays.  See under “The Best and the Worst” (p. 80) the 

brief comment, “The best hotel in any small town in America is in Bend, Oregon, just 

as the best tourist-resort hotel on this hemisphere is the one conducted by Baron 

Brant on the rim of the Grand Cañon in Arizona.” (ENTIRE NOTE) 

 

 1919 The superlative in hotels.  The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 27 (July): 78. 

   “. . . the best tourist hotel on this hemisphere is the one conducted by Baron Brant 

on the rim of the Grand Canyon in Arizona.” (ENTIRE NOTE)  General item with credit as 

“Irvin Cobb in Saturday Evening Post.” 

 

Hough, Emerson 
 

 1914 Made in America.  What Uncle Sam offers to Europe’s tourist trade.  The Saturday 

Evening Post, 187(24) (December 12): 16-18, 40-43. 

   “There is nothing like the Grand Cañon in all the world for subduing human egotism. 

The hotel manager tells you . . . , ‘The Cañon takes all that out of them.’ ” 

 

 1922 The President's forest.  Saturday Evening Post, 194(29) (January 14): 6-7, 65, 69, 72, 

75; (30) (January 21): 23, 57-58, 60, 63. 

   Regarding the Kaibab Plateau, but contains various remarks concerning El Tovar and 

Charles Brant. On the North Rim, Hough comments on the perceived superiority of 

scenery and ambiance on the north over the south rim. “Even our friends whom we 

met fresh from El Tovar admitted that the North Rim views were wider, if not more 

bold, and that the foliage coloration made it all more beautiful. When one says this 

one feels the need of apology to Baron Brant, the stalwart manager at El Tovar, 

who has made more map for the Grand Cañon than all other human agencies. It 

seemed hard to be within twelve miles of the baron and not see him, but I sent my 

card across the gap by his assistant, Mr. Inglis, who was over on foot.  [¶] More the 

pity that we could not call upon the baron. Two months later came the painful news 

that Mr. Brant had passed away, forever, from the scenes he so long had loved in 

which it is only fair to say he had been so great a factor of success. Not many men 

have had so many friends. Deprecatingly he always called himself an innkeeper. In 

fact he was a poet and a nobleman.” (January 21, p. 57) 

 

James, George Wharton 
 

 1922 Charles A. Brant—an appreciation.  Santa Fe Magazine, 16(2) (January): 26-27. 

   Memorial to Brant, late manager of El Tovar Hotel. 
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Kennedy, Robert J. 
 

 1923 Pilgrims praise hosts as great trip ends; Los Angeles Biltmore pilgrims back home after 

memorable journey—declare affair was unprecedented success—fine receptions en route 

to New York.  National Hotel Review, 18(21) (October 20): 39-47. 

   See note on p. 47: “V. Patrosso, manager of the El Tovar (who succeeded S. L. 

Benedito, now of the Schenley, Pittsburgh), extended every courtesy to the visitors 

and afforded them every facility for viewing the Grand Canyon that was possible in 

one day’s stay.  His assistant, C. H. Ingels, was with the organization in Charley 

Brandt’s [sic] time, and recalled the visit of several members of the party in 

previous years.” (ENTIRE NOTE) 

 

Lorimer, George Horace 
 

 1919 “Let's go! Let's go!” in Charles E. Van Loan, Buck Parvin and the movies : stories of the 

moving picture game (George H. Doran Co., New York, 1919), pp. vii-xiii. [An 

introduction to a Van Loan memorial edition.] 

   See pp. ix-x: “. . . I like best to remember the days when we were out-of-doors 

together at the Grand Canyon. Van needed a mountain, a horizon-meeting desert or 

a canyon to set him off and give him room to play. At the Grand Canyon one can 

walk a few hundred yards in any direction from the hotel and find himself in a great 

pine forest, or a pathless desert, or the solitudes of the Canyon itself. It was there 

we met for a fortnight once or twice a year. 

    “Van’s coming always made itself felt far down the line beyond Williams, when the 

trainmen began dropping back to the smoker to hear him talk. Last year a brakeman 

called up to me from a station platform: ‘Van went through yesterday on number 

three,’ and a little later our conductor stopped and, smiling reminiscently, exclaimed: 

‘That Van Loan is sure a case!’ 

    “Baron Brant, the Hopis, the Navajos and all the old-timers were usually at the 

station to meet him, and as the train pulled in his long wolf howl went up in 

greeting. Then some way the Canyonside, that had been drowsing in its hushed, 

age-long way, woke up for an hour, with Van getting acquainted again and 

apparently in twenty places all at once. Over at Hopi house [sic] the drums beat 

louder and the Navajos danced more furiously; down at the corral the guides yelled 

their welcome; in the hotel lobby the Baron alternately beamed at Van’s 

affectionate epithet, ‘miserable old man,’ and winced under the heavy hand [shake] 

of his friend; from the floor above, dignified old Thomas Moran, irreverently dubbed 

Kid Moran by Van, left for a moment the picture he was painting; and along the rim 

the tourists received priceless, if somewhat fanciful, information in reply to their 

questions.  [. . .] 

    “Last summer I went back to the Canyon and everyone talked a good deal about 

Van—that is, everyone except the Baron. At first he looked at me a little mistily, and 

I think he was recalling the last time when Van was there, too, slapping him on the 

back and jovially greeting him as a ‘miserable old man.’ I wished that I could make 

him beam and wince again in the old way, before he began to shake hands 

decorously with his rather conventional guests, but that was ‘Van's stuff.’ So I shook 

hands like any proper tourist and went out to the rim . . . .” 
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Mugan, Esther L. 
 

 1910 (ED.) In the Harvey Service [SECTION].  Santa Fe Employes’ Magazine, 4(10) 

(September): 76-77. 

   See p. 76: “C. A. Brant, manager at the El Tovar, accompanied by his wife, is 

enjoying a trip through Japan, Hawaii and the Philippines, taken largely for the 

benefit of Mr. Brant’s health.  During his absence R. K. Starkweather is acting as 

manager.” (ENTIRE NOTE) 

 

 1910 (ED.) In the Harvey Service [SECTION].  Santa Fe Employes’ Magazine, 4(12) (November): 

81-82. 

   See p. 81: “C. A. Brant, manager of the El Tovar, at the Grand Cañon, who recently 

returned from a trip to the Orient, promises that after he has celaned [sic] up the 

work that accumulated during his absence, and the events of his delightful journey 

have resolved themselves into classified memories, he will try to give us something 

interesting for our readers.” (ENTIRE NOTE)  [Apparently nothing produced?] 

    [An “Inward Passenger List” recorded in Honolulu, October 8, 1910, for the S.S. 

Mongolia (E. P. Kitt, Master), lists among those in “Cabin for San Francisco” Mr. and 

Mrs. Charles A. Brant, aged 45 and 40 years [sic], respectively, traveling with nine 

pieces of baggage. (Accessed via Ancestry.com)] 

 

Steed, Henry Wickham 
 

 1921 Among the silent gods: The Grand Canyon.  The Times (London), (September 12): 9. 

   See remarks with Steed (1922) reprinting. 

 

 1922 Silent gods.  The Grand Cañon—a timeless ecstasy of contemplation.  Santa Fe 

Magazine, 16(2) (January): 27-30. 

   This item is published as a memorial to Charles A. Brant, late manager of El Tovar 

Hotel.  Preceded by the Santa Fe Magazine editors’ note (p. 27): “This appreciation 

of the Grand Cañon was written by Henry Wickham Steed, editor of the great 

London ‘Times,’ and appeared as a special article in that paper.  Many of our readers 

doubtless would recognize, without being told, that the High Priest mentioned by Mr. 

Steed was the late Charles A. Brant, manager of El Tovar.  We had this article in 

type prior to Mr. Brant’s demise, intending to run it as a tribute to the living—instead 

it now appears as a requiem over the departed.”  [The article first appeared as 

“Among the Silent Gods: The Grand Canyon”, The Times (London), September 12, 

1921, p. 9.] 

   (The illustrations accompanying this item were added editorially by the Santa Fe 

Magazine.) 

 

Swarth, H. S. 
 

 1914 Minutes of Cooper Club meetings; Southern Division.  The Condor, 16(4) (July/August): 

190-191. 

   See April meeting (p. 190), including among the new members elected, “C. A. 

Brant, El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Arizona”.  (The Cooper Ornithological Club, a 

national organization of professional and avocational birding enthusiasts.) 
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Willy, John 
 

 1919 A journey to North Rim of Grand Canyon.  The editor rides for a thousand miles in 

George Relf’s car thru desert, oases and forest and sees many strange sights.  Travel 

adventures away from railroad, telegraph and modern conveniences.  A wayfaring that 

brings few disappointments and many delightful surprises.  Opening a book of new 

pictures to delight those who travel with the glad eye.  Pioneering the coming scenic 

resort of the world—a combination of mountain, valley, desert, forest and canyon; of the 

cultivated and the wild; of the new and the old—the climax capped with a penetration of 

the greatest and most beautiful of natural forests, and the greatest and most wonderful 

of chasms.  The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 27(319) (October): 45-64. 

   Author credit given only as “the Editor”.  Retells in detail the events of a trip in an 

8-cyclinder Hollier automobile, leaving Salt Lake City on September 3 [1919], to the 

Grand Canyon and return. 

    See the section, “Mr. Brant’s religion” (pp. 54-55): “Some years ago we saw 

the canyon at sunset from Hopi Point on the south rim, and ever since that time this 

Grand Canyon of the Colorado River has been a magnet. It has drawn us to the rim 

with its magic for the third time; and it will continue to draw as long as we shall live.  

Mr. Brant, who manages the El Tovar on the south rim, said to the writer, some years 

ago, that the Grand Canyon is his religion, and that he expects to end his days in 

this sublime wonderland.”  (He did in fact; he, his wife, Olga, and their faithful dog, 

“Razzle Dazzle” were in their due times buried in a secluded spot overlooking—more 

probably continuing to oversee—El Tovar.  Charles died December 13, 1921, and was 

buried here on December 16; Olga had died December 24, 1920, in California and 

was reinterred here on January 9, 1922; Razzle Dazzle died August 16, 1928.) 

 

 1928 Fred Harvey’s facilities and service at the Grand Canyon.  El Tovar Hotel and Bright Angel 

Camp—the public camps—transportation facilities—a visit to the tomb of Charles Brant.  

Santa Fe Magazine, 23(1) (December): 23-30. 

   Byline notes that the author is “Editor and Publisher of The Hotel Monthly”. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The RAVEN’S PERCH MEDIA colophon recalls this bird’s habit of gathering and caching objects. 

Derived from original artwork by Balduin Mo llhausen, it is a fine detail from the lithograph delineated by J. J. 

Young that is “General Report Plate VII” in Joseph C. Ives’ Report Upon the Colorado River of the West, Explored 

in 1857 and 1858 (Washington, 1861), which depicts a wintry camp just south of the Grand Canyon. The scene 

was sketched and described by Mo llhausen on April 10, 1858, while he was perched in a nearby tree. He noted 

(in translation here), “a couple of ravens [paar Raben] croaked morosely on the bare branches of a dried-up 

fir tree as they waited impatiently for our departure, so that they could scout around the abandoned campsite 

for fat morsels.” (Mo llhausen, Reisen in die Felsengebirge Nord-Amerikas bis zum Hoch-Plateau von Neu-Mexico, 

unternommen als Mitglied der im Auftrage der Regierung der Vereinigten Staaten ausgesandten Colorado-

Expedition. Hermann Costenoble, Leipzig, 1861, Vol. 2, p. 83.) Mo llhausen’s original watercolor painting is 

now in the Amon Carter Museum of American Art (Fort Worth, Texas; 

https://www.cartermuseum.org/collection/character-high-table-lands-1988146). 
 

The Raven’s Perch Media imprint was created in 2010 (website in 2018), but Mo llhausen’s remarks on this 

very scene were not discovered until the translation was made for Balduin Möllhausen’s Grand Canyon 

(Raven’s Perch Media, 2022). 
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ABOVE 

“The Rendezvous, El Tovar Hotel, Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona” 

Undated Fred Harvey postcard; postmark September 20, 1945, mailed to San Francisco.  Message 

on reverse: “Hello there!   All set for the donkey ride.  The place is beautiful, glad we didn't pass it 

up.  Enjoying every bit of sunshine too.  El & Michael”  (This view had been in use long before 1945.) 

 

BACK COVER 

“Hotel El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Arizona.  Fred Harvey.”  Postcard, “Copyright, 1905, by Detroit 

Photographic Co.”  Postmark February 8, 1906; mailed to Rock Island, Illinois. 

View of the west (rear) side.  Note the former water tower.  Message written on front: “Feb. 8″ 1906. We can 

look down here 5255 feet to the river-bed.  Leave tomorrow A.M. for Colorado Springs,  Belle”.  (On early 

postcards the reverse was reserved only for the address.) 

(Cards illustrated from the author’s collection) 
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