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INTRODUCTION

Not many men have had so many friends. Deprecatingly he always called himself an

innkeeper. In fact he was a poet and a nobleman.
— Emerson Hough, 1922

CHARLES ALFRED BRANT—Charlie Brant—born in Russia on August 5 or 6, 1859, is almost
a specter despite having been globally recognized during his time as the manager of El Tovar.
He took over on Tuesday, September 20, 1904, to oversee the hotel’s finishing touches of
construction and furnishing, and opened the place to guests on Saturday, January 14, 1905.
He hadn’t expected to remain for very long, but 17 years later he died there on Tuesday,
December 13, 1921, aged 62. Though he affectionately, respectfully came to be called the
“Baron of El Tovar,” the earliest source of the honorific title is obscure; it seems to have been
given commonly rather than bestowed by one person in print.

Much of Brant’s life is known only from bits and pieces strewn through many publica-
tions. Adding to them, some research has been possible through modern internet resources,
including public records. Brant had no family of his own in America, thus we have no such
stories. Instead, we rely principally upon the Santa Fe Railway-Fred Harvey family to com-
prehend what sort of a man he was. Some remembrances are made by those who more
intimately knew him, yet largely only through professional interactions. In sum, Brant
unequivocally enjoyed his work—and, crucially, where he worked. But what made him the
man he was, we may never really know.

No matter the social standing or means of whoever came to El Tovar, they were equals;
and all the better if they happened to agree with Brant’s devotion to the majesty of the Grand
Canyon, by his own admission his “religion.” He also was a lover of all creatures though even
he may have been astonished when in 1914 a burro, “Jerry,” registered at the hotel with his
traveling companion Miss Margaret Geist of Germany. Not only were they not turned away
(Jerry surely was lodged in more burro-accommodating quarters) but Mrs. Brant and others
teamed up to repair Miss Geist’s broken-down cart and, after a photo opportunity in front of
the hotel, sent them along on the rest of their journey more well provisioned.!

Here are presented biographical perspectives of Charlie Brant, consolidated for the
first time. They may help those who are interested to know more about Brant and will be

1 “Foraging Their Way,” The Santa Fe Magazine, Vol. 9, no. 1 (December 1914), p. 40; with illustration of Miss
Geist and Jerry in front of El Tovar (see p. 56 herein). The trip from New York to San Francisco was a stunt
promoted by a syndicate of German newspapers with the condition that, when they stayed at hotels, Jerry
would register with his lady companion. Miss Geist would win a substantial cash reward if her venture was
successful.
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useful to readers who may not be able to access these dispersed documents and resources.
And thus in the spirit of contemporary reading, in the words of those who knew him, and to
be able to read the very pages on which he was remembered by the Santa Fe community and
others, most items are reproduced in facsimile. Despite some reduction in display quality,
transcriptions seemed to be less inspiring. Likewise it is pointless to paraphrase or edit these
many reflections when they were so enthusiastically and compassionately written by those
who knew the man. So here they are, to be read again and evaluated in their original contexts.
When perchance we might someday have a more robust understanding of the man, his
family’s life in Russia, and more details on his decisions to move about the globe as he did,
we could gain a better perspective of how these early affairs formed his passionate last years
at El Tovar.

We do fortunately have a few anecdotes about Brant’s years before El Tovar, as told by
him, though these are as recalled by others. Of his life before America, we have but one brief
recollection, one which could only have come from Brant himself but is second-hand in the
unsigned memorial in The Santa Fe Magazine:

Born in 1849 [sic], the son of an officer in a Russian cavalry regiment and of a Swedish
mother, at the age of sixteen he entered a military school with the intention of following
his father and becoming a Cossack officer. He rebelled, however, at the tyranny and
oppression of the czar’s government and escaped from Russia on a Danish vessel bound
for New York.

The biographical snippets that can be read on the following pages are helpful toward
gleaning his professional development; nevertheless we wish for greater details. They are
presented as facsimile reproductions to place their content—errors and misnomers
included—in an unobjective format for others to use as their needs require. At least they are
all in one place here. Nonetheless, to help sort through these entrained texts, a table is
attached to this introduction (facing page) that comprises a convenient résumé made from
these notes, bearing in mind that it was not compiled by him.

And Charles Brant even garnered swiftly passing attention on a couple of pages by the
memorable writer of sporting stories Charles E. Van Loan—as a race horse named “Baron
Brant.”? George Horace Lorimer remembered Van Loan in a posthumously published volume
of Van Loan’s stories about the filming industry, including anecdotes about the dynamic
writer at Grand Canyon and interaction with the actual Baron Brant.?

2 Charles E. Van Loan, “Egyptian Corn,” Collier’s, Vol. 37, no. 10 (May 20, 1916), pp. 5-7,32-33, 37 (see references
to the race horse “Baron Brant,” pp. 32, 34. Also reprinted in Van Loan, Old Man Curry : race track stories (George
H. Doran Co., New York, 1919); see “Egyptian Corn,” references to the horse on pp. 238, 240.

3 George Horace Lorimer, “Let's go! Let's go!” in Charles E. Van Loan, Buck Parvin and the movies : stories of the
moving picture game (George H. Doran Co., New York, 1919), pp. vii-xiii (Grand Canyon, pp. ix-xiii). (See more
under Lorimer in “A Baron Brant Buffet” in the present volume.)
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A Charles A. Brant Résumé — Derived From Recollections™

1873 Immigrated at New York
New York St. Nicholas Hotel

New York Delmonico’s

New Orleans St. Charles Hotel
South America and Europe
various locations

Detroit Detroit Hotel

1882

Las Vegas, New Mexico Montezuma Hot Springs Hotel

1884
Chicago, Milwauke & St. Paul Railway

1889

Montevideo, Uruguay

Mackinac Island, Grand Hotel
Michigan
Detroit Cadillac Hotel
Detroit Detroit Club
St. Louis Mercantile Club
Chicago Union League Club [3 years]

Hot Springs, Arkansas | Park Hotel (winters)**
Québec City, Québec

St. Louis Planters Hotel

1904 - 1921

Grand Canyon El Tovar

Frontenac Hotel (Chateau Frontenac) (summers)

kitchen helper,; storeroom clerk, assistant
kitchen steward, assistant buyer

assistant to the chef
head steward

guide

hotel steward positions

headwaiter
maitre d’hotel
in charge of dining car service

under 5-year contract sent to launch a new
hotel, thwarted by an international bank
failure before opening; returned to U.S.

manager

manager

} resigned after one year

manager

manager

* Principally from the unsigned memorial, “Charlie Brant Has Gone,” The Santa Fe Magazine, Vol. 16, no. 2
(January 1922); also personal remembrances from Henry J. Bohn, “A Letter To the Late Charles A. Brant,” The Hotel
World, Vol. 94, no. 5 (February 4, 1922). There may be other positions not recalled, or gaps.

** Not the present historic Park Hotel, which opened in 1930; the original burned in 1913.
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Charles Alfred Brant was born August 5 or 6, 1859, in Moscow, Russia®; emigrated from “Riga,
Russia” [today Riga, Lativia] on January 5 or March 20, 1873 [dates differ on two separate
naturalization papers’]; arrived in the U.S. at New York on April 5, 1873, aboard the City of
Washington; died from pneumonia December 13, 1921, at El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Arizona;
and was buried December 16 above the Rim Trail, Grand Canyon. In the 1910 U.S. Census he
is indicated to have immigrated in 1875 and was a naturalized citizen, though both of these
statements are incorrect. In the 1920 Census he is noted to have immigrated in 1875 and
became a naturalized citizen in 1913; neither is precise.

Charles’s wife, Olga Zina Brant (née Frappier), was born in 1875 in Bordeaux, France;
apparently immigrated into the U.S. as an infant; died December 24, 1920, at Los Angeles,
California, from complications of major surgery; was buried in Calvary Cemetery in Los
Angeles, but reinterred next to her husband, Charles, at Grand Canyon on January 9, 1922. In
the 1910 U.S. Census Olga is noted to have immigrated in 1878 but not noted to be either a
naturalized citizen or alien resident; and in the 1920 Census she is noted to have immigrated
in 1875 and was a naturalized citizen but no year is given (and naturalization papers have
not been located). Her maiden name is variously spelled in records, including in Charles
Brant’s will in which among the recipients of his bequests were his

beloved wife’s sisters and brothers, to-wit: Mrs. Olive Arsnow; Mrs. Sophia Champane;
Mr. Jos. Freppier; Mr. Adolphus Freppier; Mr. John Freppier; Mr. Lewis Freppier; Mrs.
Tillie Kenyon; Mrs. Parnella Tabbert.

However, the Charles Brant Estate papers® include signed receipts for the distributions of
bequests. Olga’s brothers all signed “Frappier” (Adolphus was illiterate or incapacitated and
signed with a witnessed + mark adjacent to a witness’s insertion of “Frappier”.) Her sisters
of course signed with their marriage names.

4 Brant’s own public records give both August 5 and 6 as his date of birth. Whether one or the other is a lapsus,
or some allowance for calendar adjustments between Russia and the West, is undertermined.

5 The discrepancy could be related to Brant’s recollection of leaving home in Russia versus obtaining passage
on a ship from Riga “on a Danish vessel bound for New York” (as quoted above; and see Brant’s naturalization
papers in the Public Records section of this volume). One ship by the name City of Washington, a Glasgow-built
(1855) steamer with sails, was operated by the Inman Line on the North Atlantic, and it is more likely that Brant
had sailed from Riga to Denmark or England on a Danish vessel and there went on board the City of Washington
(https://www.norwayheritage.com/p_ship.asp?sh=ciwas,
https://www.norwayheritage.com/p_shiplist.asp?co=inman; both accessed February 2026).

6 Records for the Estate of Charles A. Brant accessed via Ancestry.com (“Arizona, U.S., Wills and Probate
Records, 1803-1995”, https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9043/ [accessed February 2026]).
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The Brants married around 1893 and had no children. He was known as being very
caring of wildlife,” and above all the Brants’ pet Airedale, Razzle Dazzle; but to call the dog
just their pet depreciates the love and recognition he received from El Tovar’s visitors and
the entire community of Grand Canyon village.® It is well known through other publications
that Mr. Brant had included Razzle Dazzle in his will first among bequests, though actually he
first instructed that his “just debts and funeral expenses be fully paid”; second, he
bequeathed their choice of his acquired oil paintings to the corporate officers A. G. Wells of
Chicago (Santa Fe Railway) and Ford F. Harvey of Kansas City (Fred Harvey company); third,
a thousand dollars was to be given to each of the in-laws mentioned above; and then, fourth,
he bequeathed the “residue and remainder of my entire estate” to Wells and Harvey “in trust
to be disposed of for the following purposes”—where then he specifies, “(First) I desire
adequate provision made for the good care, during its life, of my Airdale [sic] Dog, Razzle-

Dazzle.”’

In the Petition For Distribution of Estate, April 23, 1924, the trustees there established

That pursuant to authority vested in your petitioners under the last will and testament
of decedent, we hereby set aside and hold as a trust fund for the care during its life of
the Airdale Dog of decedent, Razzle-Dazzle, the sum of Three thousand Dollars,
($3,000.00).

Other records of the estate indicate that Razzle Dazzle had been in the care of Charles D.
Frazier, who appears several times in these papers, having submitted occasional claims for
Razzle Dazzle’s care. A separate memorandum from T. L. Picco, October 26, 1959, based on
information from Emery Kolb, Mrs. Catherine Verkamp, and John Cunningham, notes:
“...aNegro named Charles Fraser [sic], who was a waiter, bartended [sic] and fountain
attendant, took care of the dog until its death.” ! “Charles Frazier” is recorded in the 1920
U.S. Census for Grand Canyon as a 51-year-old, divorced, Missouri-born Black man, a hotel
waiter included on the same sheet on which the Brants are listed first. Thus it appears that
Razzle Dazzle remained at the canyon after the baron’s death.

7 One anecdotal recollection in 1917 implied that he was principally responsible for encouraging Theodore
Roosevelt to set aside the Grand Canyon as a game preserve (see “Baron Brant of Bright Angel,” facsimile
reproduction herein). In 1914, Brant was recorded as having become a member of the Cooper Ornithological
Club, a national organization of professional and avocational birding enthusiasts (see Swarth, 1914).

8 “ .. Razzle has the distinction of being the only dog allowed in any of the national parks. He is the proud
possessor of a permit signed by the Secretary of the Interior himself, making an exception in his case.” (“Charlie
Brant Is Gone,” The Santa Fe Magazine, Jan. 1922, p. 25).

9 “Last Will and Testament” of Charles A. Brant; and “Petition for Distribution of Estate,” in the Superior Court
of the State of Arizona in and for the County of Coconino.

10 Memorandum prepared by T. L. Picco, October 26, 1959 (Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection,
Brant file; courtesy Kim Besom, Feb. 18, 2026.)
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After Razzle Dazzle died in 1928, a Petition to the Superior Court, April 29, 1930, stated
that the remaining sum of the trust for the care of the dog was $1,858.76, and the trustees
requested that the balance be converted to a trust for the upkeep of the Brant graves. The
subsequent Order of the court, December 22, 1930, concluded:

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED that the balance of said fund,
to-wit the sum of $1,858.76, be and the same is hereby converted into a permanent trust
fund to be used in the maintenance, care and upkeep of the monument and graves of
said Charles A. Brant and his wife, Olga G. [sic] F. Brant, and said A. G. Wells as such
Trustee and his successor or successors in trust be, and they are hereby authorized and
empowered to invest and reinvest said fund from time to time, the income therefore and
such part of the principal as may be deemed necessary by said Trustee or his successors
in trust, to be used for the maintenance, care and upkeep of said monument and graves
of said decedent and his said wife.

The Picco memorandum of 1959 mentioned above informatively mentions, “ .. Mr. John
Cunningham, who now cleans up the plot and replaces the stones in the fence surrounding
the plot, several times during the year” Cunningham worked for the Fred Harvey Trans-
portation Department, rising to superintendent of that department.

In the sections and pages that follow are facsimile reproductions of published memorials,
obituaries, and public records that fill in what is known about Charles Brant, and to some
extent Olga, who was fittingly referred to by one memorialist as his faithful “helpmate.”
Though Olga is noticed in the 1910 Census as “Asst Manager El Tovar Hotel,” no doubt she
was but the spousal associate to the principal, paid employee, as were numerous other
companion-manager teams at sites in the Santa Fe-Fred Harvey system.

The “Memorials” section truly defines what is best known about Charles Brant, as these
are contemporary remembrances. They are susceptible, of course, to faulty and perhaps con-
trived memories, which should be kept in mind as one reads through them. But it is believed
here that it is better to reproduce the originals rather than to paraphrase and edit them. No
such compilation has been produced before, so this is a comprehensive record.

The “Obituaries” section provides a few further perspectives though through the hum-
bler wording of grief and respect.

The “Public Records” section gives some information from the 1910 and 1920 U.S.
Censuses (strikingly, the only censuses in which the Brants have thus far been found), and
reproduces in facsimile important papers relating to Charles Brant.

The “Brant Gravesite” section is added by the author based on a visit to the gravesite in
August 2025. Although the site is unadvertised by the park, neither is it unknown. Various
websites offer photographs and simple directions to the graves, but none of them were
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deemed by the author to satisfactorily illustrate them, nor do they place the graves in a
broader historical light. This is remedied here with contemporary and modern illustrations,
putting the Brants and their graves in perspective with Grand Canyon'’s history and the view
from their resting place—certainly the most strikingly located graves in any national park.
And Razzle Dazzle is not overlooked, either.

Last, “A Baron Brant Buffet” offers a separate annotated bibliography that pertains to the
Brants, specially derived from the main bibliography in Queen of the Rim: El Tovar, Grand
Canyon’s Legendary Hotel: A Bibliographical Record (Raven’s Perch Media, 2026). Here are
highlighted all the references to the Brants that appear within the larger bibliography.

Special thanks to Kim Besom, Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection, for selected photos
and information that contributed significantly to this biographical overview. The photos from the
Museum Collection credited to the David R. Tankersley collection refer to David Raymond Tankersley
(1899-1980), the Fred Harvey mule guide known as Ray Tankersley.
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WHO’S WHO—AND WHY

Serious and Frivolous Facta'.ﬂboﬁt the Great and the Near Great

NOTE

This article, published during Charles Brant’s lifetime, is clearly
editorial in nature and not necessarily written with his
knowledge. The reference to “Baron Brant” is the earliest use
thus far noticed of the “baron” title in a regular article, which
inferred that it was Grand Canyon residents and tourists who
impulsively “elevated him to a peerage,” which his Russian
accent may have further encouraged. However, “Baron Brant”
had earlier appeared as the name of a race horse in a 1916
fictional story written by the dynamic and popular Charles E.
Van Loan, an occasional Grand Canyon visitor himself, thus the
title was in circulation even then.

For years predating El Tovar the village had often been familiarly
referred to as “Bright Angel,” corresponding to the name of the
tent—cabin hotel originally put up in 1890. There the first Grand
Canyon village post office was established in 1902. The use of
the Bright Angel name in this article is peculiarly outdated, with
the text oddly omitting reference to El Tovar, then in existence
for 12 years, while also using a photo of Brant and Razzle Dazzle
that was taken on the hotel’s north veranda.

in almost any spot that God made beau-
tiful. It is characteristically marked by
sardine cans, pickle bottles, greasy paper,
watermelon rinds, and wanton destruction
of the young trees and flowers. Some of

Pages 27,117

Baron Brant of Bright Angel
LL roads lead to the Grand Cafion, and

sooner or later you will go there and meet

Baron Brant. A Russian by birth and an
Ameriean by inclination, he unites in himself
some of the best traits of both without the help
of a hyphen. Daily he walks to the rim of the
Caiion, looks down and sees that it is good—
good for other people, because the Baron has
always held that a mule was an acquired taste
and he has been too busy to acquire it. His
lifework is trying to keep the Cafion good.

The Baron loves music. The song of the
tl}rush and that of Caruso both sound sweet to
hlm. When the Colonel was President he sent
a little note, and fourteen days later the Hair-
trigger One set apart the rim of the Cafion as
a bird and game refuge. So now the Baron's
beloved birds and four-legged friends can sing

The blank spots in this facsimile
cut off an adjacent photo and
text pertaining to another
individual in the “Who’s Who—
And Why” section of the
magazine.

and roam through the yellow pine forests to their hearts’
content. Hl_s human songbirds he keeps nicely canned
and labeled in an upper room to which he can steal away

oceasionally for an hour of grand opera.

Une splendid thing about the Grand Cafion is that it
Wwas caught young and before a certain breed of Nature
Lover, ‘J:fho has expressed his soul accurately in too many
of America’s high spots, had a chance to beat the Govern-
ment toit. You can pick up the spoor of this Nature Lover

these Nature Lovers have built for them-
selves in the wilderness. If you are inter-
ested in tracking them down you will find
that in a country of rugged pine and fir
which God gave them for sturdy log houses
they have built of tin and corrugated iron;
that in a country of stone they have built of
cement blocks, cunningly fashioned into a
semblance of a stone that never was, And
all around they have left their rusty cans,
their dirty papers, their filth and litter,
fouling the sweet woods and the clean rocks,

Because the Baron loves both art and
Nature and because he understands that
simplicity which is both art and Nature
wherever he pioneers he leaves the trail
clean and unscarred behind him, and what-
ever 18 under his care is kept as much like
God made it as is humanly possible,

A wise man onee said: “If you want.
to have {riends you must show yourself
friendly,” and the Baron has shown him-
self friendly to the birds, to the bears, to
Razzle, the dog that lives at his heels, to
the little Navajo kids and to a host of less
worthy tourists. It was some of these who
repaired an oversight of the Czar and
elevated him to a peerage.



THE BARON OF EL TOVAR

MEMORIALS

The best perspective we have today of the Baron of El Tovar are several memorials to him published
soon after his death. Three appear in The Santa Fe Magazine for January 1922,'! and a very personal
open letter to the departed Brant in The Hotel World for February 4, penned by Henry J. Bohn,
President of The Hotel World Interests, Inc., and Editor of The Hotel World.

The first Santa Fe memorial is unsigned, followed by a remembrance by George Wharton James,
the well-known author of Grand Canyon and other southwestern ventures, and an item by Henry
Wickham Steed, editor of the venerable Times of London. On the following pages, these all appear as
they were published.

Santa Fe Magazine

18 EAST HURON STREET. CHICAGO
ALBERT Macm. Editor TaoMAS H. MACRAR, Managing Edilor

F. MACPHERSON, Weslern Representative, 1, W. HELLMAN BUILDING, LOS ANGELES, CAL.
J. IRLAND WooD, Eastern Represeniative, 512 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

A monthly publication devoted to the interests of the 75,000 employees of the Santa Fe Rallway System; to others,
£1.50 per annum

VoLuMme XVI

JANUARY, 1922 Numser 2

11 Fatefully, immediately preceding the three articles in The Santa Fe Magazine, is a brief item with photograph
on page 22 relating the visit to Grand Canyon by General Ferdinand Foch, Marshal of France, which drew
crowds. It was from the particularly raw air of this otherwise sunny day that Brant caught chill, contracted
pneumonia, and was dead in a week.
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= E happened to be in the general

O offices in Los Angeles when, on
December 6, the wires ticked off
8l the message that Charles A,
= Brant, genial host of El Tovar,
High Priest of the Grand Cafion, and one
of the most famous hotelimen in America,
had been stricken with pneumonia and might
not be able to recover. Immediately things
stirred. Arrangements were made to rush
him by special train to Los Angeles should
the doctor at the Canfon feel that by such
action his patient’s chance for life
would be improved. Oxygen was b
ried to him from our nearest division
shops amd a further supply was put
aboard the easthound California Lim-
ited. then about to leave.

Everyone realized what Charlie
EBrant meant to the Santa Fe, with
which he had been connected so
many years, and appreciation of his
services and love tl;r him person-
allv prompted an cager effort to
aid him.

But human effort availed not,
and on December 13, at the rim of
the Cafion he knew so intimate'[;
and loved so fully, the "“Baron”
passed away, His body now lies
buried in the little cemetery just
east of El Tovar, and here also
shortly will rest the charming help-
mate who had been so thoroughly a
pal to him and who had precede.l
him to the Great Beyond by just a

cember 24, 1920. With beauti-
ful services the body of the only host [l
Tovar had known since it was builded
seventeen years ago was laid away by
sorrowing friends. Touchingly si ]|1:rlc- andl
sweel were the obsequies among the pine
trees  that lift their lofty heads above
{3od's masterpiece on earth—and in the ra-
diance of its stupendous beauty those whis-
jering trees will continue to commune with
the spirit of him who even in death would
not desert them.

Born in 1849, the son of an officer in
a Russian cavalry regiment and of a Swed-
ish mother, at the age of sixteen he entered
a military school with the intention of fol-
lowing his father and becoming a Cossack
nfficer. He rebelled, however, at the tyranny
and oppression of the c¢zar’s government

.‘lﬁ ; - #
vear, having passed away on De- TH2 WIGH PRIEST

and escaped from Russia on a Danish vessel
bound for New York,

His first job in America was that of
kitchen helper at the 5t. Nicholas Hotel in
New York. Faithfulness to his humble du-
ties was rewarded by promotion to the
storeroom. Later he became assistant to
the kitchen steward, then assistant to the
buyer. Thus began the business career of
the young Russian immigrant who later be-
came known to many thousands of travelers
and whose name and memory are insepa-

rably linked with the Grand Caion.

About the time young Brant began
working his way up in the 5t
Nicholas Ilotel, Charles and
Chris Delmonico were establish-
ing the reputation of the res-
taurant which later became
famous, Here Mr. Brant sc-
cured a position as assistant
to the chef. Two years later he
went to New Orleans and be-
came head steward of the 5t
Charles Hotel, Subsequent years
were spent in South America, in
traveling over Europe as a guide,
and as steward in many prominent
hotels in various parts of the coun-
try, In 1882 he first became con-
nected with Fred Harvey, as maitre
d'hotel at the Montezuma Hot
~prings Hotel, near Las Vegas, re-
maining until 1884, when he took
charge of the dining-car service
of the Chicago, T-?ilwnukee &

St Paul Railway.

In 1889 he went to South
America. Not long ago Mr. Brant related
this adventure: “I signed a five-year con-
tract as manager of a newly built hotel in
Montevideo. [ selected twenty-one carloads
of furniture at a factory in Grand Rapids
and ship it to Uruguay; then went to
Montevideo to open the hotel. I took my
savings with me, amounting to 365,000,
which I deposited in one of the leading
hanks. A revolution occurred. Baring
Hrothers of London failed. Though the
hotel was ready to be opened, those who
were backing it financially lost their for-
tunes and the hotel was never opened, 1
tried to draw my 365000 from the bank,
but it had suspended. so | agreed to ac-
cept eight cents on the dollar, and, with
my $065,000 shrunk to $3.200, T returned
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to the United States, not altogether pleased
with my South American experience.”

Mr. Brant then became manager of the
Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, later taking
charge of the Cadillac Hotel in Detroit.
From there he went to the Detroit Club, the
Mercantile Club of 5t. Louis, and the Union
League Club of Chicago, where he remained
three years.

“All of this time,” said Mr, Brant in re-
counting his experiences shortly before his
death, “I was widening the circle of mr
acquaintances, so that 1 knew practically all
the prominent men in this country. With
Mr. Park I leased the Park Hotel at Hot
Springs. We operated this in the winter
season and the Frontenac Hotel during the
summer, I became manager of the Planters
Hotel in St. Louis. Then, in the fall of
1904, I became manager of El Tovar and
have been here ever since.”

Not long ago Irvin 5. Cobb, a much-trav-
eled man, wrote in The Saturday Evening
Post: “The best tourist-resort hotel on this
hemisphere is the one conducted by Baron
Brant on the rim of the Grand Cafion in
Arizona.” Deserved as this tribute may be,
« Mr. Brant—"the Baron,” as he was affec-
tionately called by those who knew him
well—was more than a capable hotelman,
more than an interesting and delightful
host. The Grand Cafion, he felt, was his
charge ; he was a guardian of the shrine.

Years ago, when Rooscvelt was president,
Grand Canon guests would cross the Colo-
rado and kill deer, wild turkeys and quail.
This wanton destruction of game distressed
the kind-hearted Baron of ElI Tovar so
much that he decided to take the matter
up with his friend, President Roosevelt.
Accordingly he wrote Roosevelt that his
furred and feathered friends had appointed
him their advocate to intercede against their
slaughter. A characteristic Rooseveltian
thing happened. Sixteen days after the let-
ter was mailed the Grand Cafion, by pres-
idential proclamation, became a national
monument and a game preserve, Years later
Colonel Roozevelt visited the Cafion.  See-
ing Mr. Brant in the crowd that bad come
down to the platform to welcome bin, e
called out, “Hello, Brant! How are all
your furred amd feathered brothers and
sisters petting along 2

During Mr. Brants sevenfeen vears at
El Tovar it has probably enjoyed the most
distinguished clientele of any hotel in the
United States,  Scientists, painters, finan-
ciers, statesmen and anthors—leaders in
every human endeaver—have come {rom

all parts of the globe to view nalure's mas-
terpiece. In the West—especially on the rim
of the mighty chasm—conventions fade and
it is not difficult to make acquaintances, Mr.
Brant perhaps knew personally as many
renowned men and women as any other one
American. Many of them he numbered as
his friends.

No small measure of Mr. Brant's suc-
cess as a host was due to his charming
and capable wife. They had no children.
Despite the daily inrush and outrush of
tourists, most of whom remained at the
Cafion for only a day or two, Mr. and Mrs.
Brant maintained at El Tovar a homelike
atmosphere as delightful as it was unex-
pected.

A story that Mr. Brant was fond of re-
lating concerns a Grand Cafion visit of that
canny Scot, the late Andrew Camnegie.

“He was one of the friendliest and most
democratic men I ever entertained.” said
Mr. Brant. “He had a keen sense of humaor,
was a good talker and you couldn't help
liking him. One day his secretary broughe
him a letter. He glanced through it and
said, ‘It's very unbusinesshke, [ can't en-
courage that sort of thing.'! Looking up he
saw - me, and said, ‘I have lots of worries
of that kind, T refuse to make a decision
in this case. I’ll leave it for my fricnd
Brant here to decide” Ie handed me
the letter. It seemed that he had given
230,000 to a community back in Ohio to
build a library. The letter stated they
had spent $3,760 more than agreed upon
and they wanted to know if he would not
send a check for the additional amount.
When I had read it, Mr. Carnegie looked
up and with a twinkle in his eye said,
‘How about it? The decision 15 in vour
hands.’! 1 said, ‘Have your sccretary make
out a check for the amount and send it
to them, You can't take your money with
you—it would burn up.' He gave me an
amused and quiui{'al look and said, ‘I'll
send the check, but I want you to under-
stand that I don’t expect to go where you
think I am going.’

“One evening Mr, Carnepgie, Edwin Gould
and Mrs. Russell Sage were having dinner
together. Mr, Carnegie called me over and
sanl, ‘How much water do you use here a
day, awl what does it cost you? [ told
hini we hauled all the water a distance of
127 miles and that we used about 45,000
gallons a day. Mrs, Sage was surprised to
learn that we had to haul all our water.
She gave me no peace until I printed some
cards asking the muests not to waste the
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water. She dictated the notice and I had
it printed.”

The setting aside of the Grand Cafion
for the use of the American people and its
recent adoption into the family of national
parks was perhaps due as much to the ef-
forts of Mr, Brant as to any other one
man. The first definite step in this direc-
tion was taken when, in 1900, he appealed
to his friend, President Roosevelt, to pro-
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no tagtime music to ruin his comiort at
table—and he thanks God for that. There
is no tango or turkey trot by might—and
he thanks God for that, Surely there
15 a poet, a man with imagination, in the
manager's chair"

Sorrowing alone, and with a deeper sense
of his loss because he cannot understand,
is poor Razzle, the dog that was always
by his master’s side. His love for his mas-

MRE2 CHARLES

With laitle Franves Spencer astride Mres.
tect his “furred and feathered brothers and
sisters.”

O the tens of thousands of visttors en-
tertained annually at El Tovar many come
to see the Grand Cafon purely out of
curiosity,  Chhers come o rest and to
wonder. From the vastness of the giant
chasm they gather imspiration and get a
new perspective on life, To many who
understand the Caiion's hold upon those
who appreciate it, the Guardian of the
Shrine revealed himself ax a fellow-wor-
shipper.  Reverently he spoke of it in tones
that moved and stirred,

Fmerson Hough wrote on a visit 1o the
Canon: It may be days before the visitor
recalls that he bas forgotten to dress for
dinner. Gradually he realizes that there is

A, BRANT
Brant's horse, nnd Bazzle, ever In evideneos

ter and mistress he demonstrated in inni-
merable canine ways, and no doggie ever
wis more kindly treated. While Mrs. Brant
lay sick in Los Angeles, Razzle was with her.
He refused to touch his fond when taken
out 10 be fed, Only when beside his mis-
tress, knowing that she was secure, would
he eat at all, He was devotion itself, And
poor old Razzle has the distinction of heing
the only dog allowed in any of the pational
parks. Ile 15 the proud possessor of a per-
mit signed by the Secretary of the Interior
himself, making an exception in his case,

When word reached Ford I7 Harvey of
Mr. Bramt's serious condition he immedi-
ately hastened Lo his bedside, Mo Harver,
in the vears Mre, Brant had been i the
seevice, hid learned to respect him as an




X THE SANTA FE MAGAZINE

employe and love him as a friend. Of him
he says:

Charles A. Brant was for some seventecn vears,
or from its beginning, manager of Hotel El Tovar.
IDuping this peried his high conception of his re-
spomsibilities, combined with his Ane character and
rare personal charm, marked him as a man of
unusual attainmenis, He won the high regard
of all who knew him and the decp affection of
many, It truly can be said that the charm of
his pepsonality wied in interest with the majesty
of the Canon. An impressive example of this
is a recent article im the London 1Twees, written
By its editor following a visit to the Canon, Hali
of this consists of a superh tribute to the Cabon
and the other to Mr. Brait, whom he was pleased
1o term i1 High Priest.

Efficient to a degree, he possessed the sentiment
and imagination of a poef, A lover of his waork,
he had that pride of accomplishment wuhuut
which high standards are impossible, Apart from
sorrowing hearts, when such men go, their places
are not soon flled. In the death of his dear wife
ahout a year ago, Mr, Bramt sustained a loss from
which he mever recovered amd his grief can be
understandingly measured by those who knew her
and her value as a helpmate,

They will lie overlooking the Cafion ihey loved,
below them the scene of their fine accomplishments,
and in the distance, over the forests, the nohle
mountaing, 3 Mong resting place for the High
FPricst of the Grand Cafon and his dear wife,
which will be visited by many loving fricnds
as the years go by,

Vice-President Wells, long general man-
ager of our Coast Lines, embracing the line
to the Grand Cafion, thus expresses his feel-
ing of personal loss:

Charlic Brant, with his charmig wife who
was always his helpmeet, opened El Tovar Hotel
as mmaniger e 1S, since which time I have
enjoyed his friendship,  He was a2 wonderful
host amd a staunch friend.  His demise creates
& gap m our orgamization that cannot he Hlled,
and many of us will feel as well a sense of deep
personal loss,  The Ciafow without the Branes
will pever be the same to me, but if, as I be-
licve, he is now reanited with the gentle=spirited
luly wln was his wife and who answered the call
if her Maker about a year agn, then none of
us could be so sclfish as to wish him Lack.

Baron Bramt always was considered an
asset hy the passenper traffic department.
He codperated in every way in making our
passengers enjoy their stay at the Caion, To
him they were as personal guests. Inoap-
preciation of the departed host of El Tovar,
Massenger Trallic Manager Black writes:

Charlie Birant was an asset at the Cafon which

frar it will be hard to replace,  He had the
faculty of pleasing everyone with whom he came
in contaci—iriends and strangers alike.  This list
of intimate frieads focligded  many  distinguished
namcs, heth i this country and abeoaid,

Uaselsulateelly many teavelers returned the second
aml third time hopong for an oppoetunidy  agnin
to hear him describe the beavlies and wonders
of the great ebasm, apparent best e his prac-
tiredd eve.  He mever ticed dn efHorts to please
visitnrs, and never scemed at a loss in finding

new Features and scenes.  He was in love with
the Cafion and its surroundings, and was as much
a part of the attractions and facilities there as
El Tovar tself.

He was an ideal host and seemed intuwitively to
know the wants of strangers, Genial at all times,
humorous to a marked degree, well posted en all
topics, including literature, it will be hard to find
a successor with as many attractive qualities. Those
who have visited the Cafion regularly will miss
him more than words can tell,

Many there are who could write in glow-
ing terms of Charlic Brant. Omne, whose
writings we all have read, was stopping at
the Cafion when Mr. Brant died. From him
we have reccived an expression of appre-
ciation—he writes for all the galaxy of
brilhant men who knew the High Priest
of the Cafion:

Charles A. Brant—

An Appreciation
By Georce WaARTON JaMES

Anthor of “In and Around the Grand Coafes™
“Arizana, the Woenderland™ " New MVesico,
the Lond of phe Dedight-Makers” Eie,

OF thirty=-Ave years T knew Mr. Branmt, and
F the more I saw of him the more [ learswed

to love and respect hien, If one word were
needed to deserilbe lim [ should choose the word
“lowal.”  To best serve his employers was his
cveryday desire, his constant thought, "How can
I make myself most serviceable to them 2" Heoce
he devoted himsclf, as also did his wife, while she
lived, to making El Tovar one of the best cone-
ducted hotels in America. No detail was ton small
to engage their attention, no hours of work too
long to produce this desiwed effect.

But there were other ways i which he mao=t
materally proved his lovalty. He was a man
of decp thought and fecling, a student and a
peet, and when men of brams, of intellect, of
mnagination, of power to deseribe the Cafon,
whether by the spoken word, the writing of the
poet, the essayist, the humn-ri:t, the scientist, or
the artist n portrayal, or the painter, the ctcher
or the photographer, visited him, he o1 himself
o make those men know and love the Canom as
much as he kwew and loved it—where possible—
that their words o pictures might nol be merely
mechanical or perfunctory presentations but words
and pictures of love, of passiom, and therciore
of power, Amed the resull was that a score or
muore of our leadimg writers and orators, painters
and photogeapic artists wsed o love 1o go 1o the
Cadumy, ted only for i85 own sake bad in order
te hear Brant talk about it in his guiet, simple
amil unmssamang b wonderfully interesting aml
ctlicetive  fashinn,

Mor was thas all,  His lvalty was shown din
that D alwavs soueght in every wav o please
evety pairon the Samia e, o Fred Harvey.
sent B him,

Hiwwe many  emploves remember all the time
ilat an dmpatiend word, a cross ANSwWer, an im-
pertment refly, a serert remark may make an
enemy of a sensitive man or woman?  Gramted
that it oueht a0t to do so, the face remains that
it does.  Hence the employe of every great cor-
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poration who honestly seeks to work for s in-
terests fearns lessons of self-restraint, of cxira
courtesy, of seli-control, in order that no word
that may offend or luerf will be lst slip,

Statler, the great eastern hotelman, has learned
the lesson and sought to teach it to his em-
ployes in the slogan he has adopted: “The pa-
eron i5 always right”  Don't argwe with hom,
irritate, annoy or offend him, for if you do you
are hikely to iosc a customer for the fuiwrz, and
furthermare you send a man away as an enemy
in=tead of as a friend, one who 15 knocking against
vou imstead of boosting for you,

And all this can be dome without truckling or
Insing one pia of one’s manhood. Indeed, experi-
coice tcaches me that it requires a great deal more
of the real stuff that makes men to control my-
self than it docs to let slip any angry, saucy or
iceitable word that rises to my lips.

Brant was a master in safisfyving people, He
stwdied tn make them friends of his employers,
anl thus he made friends for himself; for cvery-
rate wha kwew Hreaot really love him, Even his
dog is now wamdering about i a way to bring
tearzs to one's eyes. He is an airedale named
Razzle-Dazzle, and he goes o aael ot of the
ndfice, the Inhby, the newsstand, the art=ronm, the
music-eondn, lonking, Innking, ever Inoking for the
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form of the man he loved, the master whose
voice e will never hear again.

And the Arst itemn in Mr. Brant's will clearly
shows the tender heart he possessed. He had no
relatives 1o leave his money to, only friends,
Lut before he says a word about them he leaves
an adequate sum of money to be spent in caring
for his dog §riend so long as he shall live.

Amd he always uvsed to say to me that he
never  carcd to go 0 any  heaven where his
horses and his dogs, that had been faithful friends
to him on carth, were not admitted. T agreed with
T,

So when he was buried today, knowing how I
felt and how hiz dog fclt, I was not surprised
to sce a bunch of Indians of several tribes—
Havasupais, Navahoes. Hopis, Walapais and
Apaches, with Mexicans, Italians and every race
under the sun, together with some of the fnest
people of the land, come to pay their last respects
to his memory,

Mo man has a more wonderful place for his
taestly, It is on the rim of the Cafon, overlonking
the great abyss and the hotel where he lived and
worked so long, Here iz friends intend 1o place
a hoe motument in order that his memory may
never he forgotten hy the traveling public whom
he served so well

SILENT GODS

The Grand Casion—a Timeless Ecstasy of Contemplation

| Fins appreciation of the Gmrrﬂ‘. Caiion twas writlen by Henry Wickham Steed,
editor of the great London “Times,” and appearcd as a special article in that paper. Many
.-rf wur readers doubtless scould rfcrrglll s, fertliant Sn:'mg tafd, that the f:l':'gf: Pricst men-

fromed By Meo Steed weas the late Charles A. Brant, manager af Il Tovar.

He had this

article fn type prior fo Mr. Brant's demise, indending to ruo il as a tribuile to the fring—
tistead i nowe appears ag a vequiem oer the departed.—Tue EmTogrs. |

O a space—it may have been hours,

it may have been days, time mattered

not—I have lived among the silent
woils, in an ecstasy of contemplation. T have
ta~ted] of eternity and have seen the works
of the Almighty,

The broad Atlantie., the broader Pacthe,
the majestic Rockies, the vast sweep of the
prairies, the wildernesses of stone, and the
homndless primeval forests, none of these
compels the mind to awe amd worship as
tlows the Grand Cafion of the Colorado.
Al of them man has conquered, tamed, or
pritd b service.  Upon all of them his hand
has  wrought, turning to  utilities  some
a~prects of their seeming purposelessness.
Pt the Grand Canon serves and can serve
noe human emd, It is sublime, majestic, in-
elomitalde, indescribable—amnd  inaccessible
save to those who humbly own its trans-
cenddent power o f!rfllq‘ the reverent =oul
ity commumnion with the Spirit of the Uni-
verse.

Men crawl like ants down its stupendous

sandstone flanks to the tawny torrent that
rages through gorges of Archzan rock five
thousand feet beneath the Rim. Some
seek thence to seale the gipantic terraces
which bear the temple-crowned heights that
rise as many thousand feet above the ru<h-
ing waters,  Vain sacrilege! The major
heights have never vet been trodiden by foot
of man, the exalted sancity of their isolation
never violated by human rashness. The
feeble-minded have, indeed, sought to put
upon some of them a name, such as the
Temple of Isis, the Temple of Vishnu, the
Temple of Zoroaster.  the Table of Chdin,
Thor's Hammer, and the like. The unim-
aginative have sguinted at them with puny
cameras. ainters and pocts have wasted
upon them pigments and wordy rhapsodics,
None has ever vet achieved more than a
seimllanee or expressed more than a frail
notion of their meffable sublimity,  Tlow
s man grasp and render o seene that eonhl
not be pramder had it been fashioned by the
Almighty as a place of rest wherein the
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tired and outworn deities of other faiths
and other ages might await in silence the
fullness of His Time?

TIE HIGH PRIEST

As T gazed in wonder across the miles
upon miles of enchantment—tens, in some
directions, scores in others—I chanced upon
the High Priest of the cafion. To many he
is known, though not
by that name. His St
dwelling is not far
from the house of re-
freshment for way-
farers, where the
worthy and the un-
worthy alike may re-
poscand rejoice, Gia-
como Boni, who, in
vears gone by, torc
from the bosom of
the Roman forum the
secret of its being,
used to divide men
into three categories
—those worthy not
to lake a wife, those
worthy to take a
wife, and those un-
worthy to take a
wife. Some such
classification might
apply to those who
approach the canon.
Some are unworthy
of it. They look,
see not, and Dblas-
pheme, Others see,
understand not, ride,
in simian glee. or
needless fear, astride
intelligent mules
down and up its
sides and depart un-
blessed. To others
who stare not. but
adore, the Spirit of
the canon speaks.
and to such the
High Pricst may dis-
cover himself,

Never, in outward
guise, was priest less
priestly. Nothing, in :
his daily task, sug-
gests  a sacerdotal
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learned, many better versed in the catechism
of the true scientific faith. But he has the
faith. Not for him the subtleties of geo-
logical Pharisees or the pedantic certainties
of the Scribes of the erosion theory ; to him
the caiion is a living miracle of a God
whose name is above every name. Years
ago he came for a brief season, the cafion
knew him for its own, gripped him, and has
held him fast as its
devout servant. He
speaks of it with
bated breath, in
tones that move and
sti. In him the
blood of the Cos-
sacks of the steppe.
mingles with the
blood of the Norse-
men. He has ranged
over the wide world,
from China to In-
dia, from Russia to
Egyvpt. from Scandi-
navia to Rome, and
from Japan to
Mexico.

“When | came
here,” he said. “I
was an atheist. The
canon has made me
a Dbelieving pagan.
Of religions and
mythologies, ancient
and less ancient,
there are few I have
not probed. Among
the most beautiful
are the mythology
and the religion of
our Indians, the
Navajo and the
Hopi. Yet they suf-
fice not, At night,
when winds blow
and the voice of the
river is strong, [
sometimes hear the
cries of the Valkyrs
as they bear the souls
of heroes to von
Valhalla. At times
the deep tone of the
4 Great Spirit speaks
to me, when sunrise
gilds the pinnacles

—

function. Yet priest
he is, and puardian
of the shrine. Many
there are more

ver, daughter of ¥, ¢,

LOVING, AND BELOVED
Mr. Brant here ix >hown with little Frances Spen-
Spencer, manager of
Hpuge, Grand Canon; an
dale, frgt to be remembered in Mr, Brant's wlll.

of the temples or
when they grow
blood-red and purple
at the coming of eve.

fopl
Buzzle-Dazzle, the nrire-
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But more often docs this scene appear to
we as the very pate of paradizc, wheh, if
immuortality be not the weriest myth, I shall
nne day enter with my faithful dog at my
side, and whither my wife, my friends, and
wy bunters have gone before to await me.
J“Once there were here two eminent prel-
ates of the Roman Church, I asked them
whether they believed in such a heaven, and
whether they thought that T and my wife,
my friends, my horses and my dog would
enter ik

""We think theoe is a pood chanee for
wur wife and vour dog,' they answered
-milingly, ‘but we are doubtful about vou'

brance of Don Pedro del Tovar, who was
one of the first, if not the frst, of the Span-
ish conquistadores to see the cafion in the
earlier half of the sizteenth century. He
was a licutenant of the Conguistador Co-
ronado, who came up from Mexico before
1240 10 search of pold and, especiatly, of
the far-famed zseven cities of Cibola, which
legend described as so rich that the most or-
dinary utensils in them were made of gold
and silver, Don Pedro del Tovar appar-
ently led a party in search of Cibola, but
was stopped by the Grand Cafon. He
sent back messengers to say he had found
the earth rent asunder, the cleft being so

ElL TOVAR HOTEL AND THE GRAND CANYON OF THE COLORADD

Viterward they confessed that they, too, be-
lieved in such a paradise and hoped to enter
it

“How can I doubt? continued the I1ligh
I'riest.  “In this place doubt is impossible,
Else, why all these wonders, this surpassing
Leauty, this grandenr, this deep peace, this
comfident repose?  No, here is the Spirit of
Lienl, here one must believe”

N PEDRO DEL TOVAR

“Why,” I asked, abruptly forsaking his
laigh theme, “bave these names been given
o the temples and to the various poinls on
ithe rim?*  Why, for instance, is the house
f refreshment called ' 1 Tovar " 2"

“Some naties are Iondian, some Spanish,
andl seine arbitrary,” he returned. “The
name °El Tovar' was chosen in remem-

decp and so wide that he could not cross
it. He therefore contioued his search in
another direction and ultimately discovered
Cibala, the present Zuni.

“As 1o the meaning of the name "Tovae”
I made, years ago, some ingquities with a
cunious result, At the end of the Aifteenth
century, it appears a famous armorer and
swordmaker of Toledo had a son of a roving
disposition. This son took ship for the
bieclies and brought back with him some
sirafige  weapois, among them a h{'il.‘i.’:.-‘
curved sword or koife called a ferear. Qo
returning te Tolede he made a number of
these swords; and, in the hghting against
the Moors, used one of them to such effect
that he was knighted on the battlefield with
it. The Spaniards called it a ferar, and
pave him the naimwe of Don Pedro del Tovar,
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Whether it was he or his son who discovered

the Grand Cafion, [ cannot say. Some

vears ago a descendant of the Tovar family

was still living at Pisa, in Italy.” It is from

lim that T have the story.” '
Thus, on the rim of the cafion, in sight

of the glowing Temples of the Gods, with

their sage-green glacis, their blood-red ter-

races, their ivory platforms, each a good

thousand feet in height, surmounted by their

massive pyramids and pinnacles, towering

against a background of azure haze, did an-

cient romance blend with religious awe.

Deep in its chasm, a full mile below, roared

the ochre torrent. From peak to peak a

golden eagle sailed in effortless Aight.  The

world of things and men appeared sub

specie  aclernilasis,

And, beside me, the

High Priest, commun-

ing with the Spirit of

the Canon. mused an

the paradise he would

fain enter with wife,

friendls, horses  and

his faithfuoul dog

“Ah,” he exclaimed,

“If there be no such

paradise, 1 care not

for immortality.” As

we turned toward the

House of Refresh-

ment, ‘Renan's words

came hack to me:

“Combien de cona gui

doutent de Uimmortalité- sériteraicnt une

belle déception t”

17
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.|as much sorrow and regret as did

.| Canyon, Arizona, which occurred on

‘| there have come to the editor of the |
[ Narmovar
| pressions of admiration and love for

no good
"| Brant.

-land impressive portrait is herewith
* | reproduced, and to it we append the
' tribute of Professor George Wharton

Seldom has the death of any pri-
vate citizen of the United States
evoked as wide attention or caused

the passing of Charles A. Brant,
manager of El Tovar Hotel at Grand

the 13th of last December.
From all parts of the country;

Horer,  REPORTER, ex-

the man, and sorcow because of his

death.
Several

of our correspondents

have expressed regret that there was
of Mr.
Fortunately this ‘want has

portrait extant

been supplied through the courtesy

and Ford
Harvey of Kansas City, who has

thoughtfulness of Mr.

sent us a snap-shot photograoh of
Mr, Brant and his famous dog,
the
portico of El Tovar, not many weeks
This lifelike

“‘Razzle Dazzle'”, tiken on

prior to his death,

James, traveler, historian and lectur-

{er, the man who bears the distinc-

|tion of having first brought the at-

tention of the outside world to the |

*| wonders and glories of the Gmndf
“| Canyon of the Colorado. '

Lt |
Writing to the NATIONAL Horer |

RE20rTER On December 16, the date
of the funeral services held for Mr.
LY
To-
day on the Rim of the Grand Can-
yon the most remarkable honor ever

Brant, Professor James said:

paid to a man in Arizona was ac- |

Page 1

(continued)



(continued)

1
,corded to Mr. Charles A. Brant, |
imanager for seventeen years of [
Hotel El Tovar at the Grand Can- 1
yon, who died on Tuesday
MEYTE S el A8 i A I
; “It may well be asked why was [!
| this marked consideration- accorded |;
' MIr. Brant. The reason is clear to
:lhose who knew him. Hotel man,
| competent, thorough, careful, tact-|,
ful, suave, he was; but more—he 1

was a poet and a deep and true reli-
gionist, Simple in manner, vet he
impressed such men as Roosevelt,
Albert

statesmen

King and other eminent

and notables; Thomas
Moran and a score of others of the
world’s most famous artists; George
Abbott,
Robert Underwo>d Johnson, Samuel
G. Blythe, Irvin Cobb, Charles Van
Loan, George Ade, Hugh Wiley,
Stewart Edward White, Peter B.

Kyne, Emerson Hough, and a hun-

Horace Lorimer, Lyman

dred other editors, poets, humorists
|and writers, with his deeply poetic

| . . .
and essentially religious nature,

lLacking in verbal felicity to express ||
I'himself in choice phrase, such was|:

1his personality that it spoke effec-
‘tively for him and led such a man as
| Steed, editor of the London ‘“T'imes’
E thus to express himsell:

“Never, in outward guise, was
. priest less priestly. Nothing, in his
daily task sacerdotal

and

Many there

suggests a
Yet

! guardian of the shrine.

I are more learned, many better versed
|

.| function. priest he s,

|in the catechism of the true scienti-
.| fic faith, But the Faith,
| Not for him the subtleties of geolo-

he has

gical Pharisees or the pedantic cer-

THE BARON OF EL TOVAR

tainties of the Scribes of the Erosion
theory; to him the Canyon is a liv-
ing miracle of a God whose Name is
above every Name. Years ago he
The Can-

yon knew him for its own, gripped

came for a brief season,

him, and has held him fast as its
devout servant, He speaks of it
with bated breath, in tones that
[n him the blood of
the Cossacks of the Steppes mingles
with the blood of the Norsemen, He

has ranged over the wide world,

move and stir,

Egypt, from Scandinavia to Rome,
and from Japan to Mexico.
““When I came here’, he said, ‘I
The Canyon has
made me a believing Pagan. Of
religions and mythologies, ancient

was an atheist.

and less ancient, there are few I
have not probed. Among the most
beautiful are the mythology and the
religion of our Indians, the Navajo
and the Hopi. Yet they sufficed
not. At night, when winds blow
and the voice of the river is strong,
I sometimes hear the cries of the
Valkyrs as they bear the souls of
heroes to yon Valhalla. At times
the deep tones of the Great Spirit
speak to me when sunrise gilds the
pinnacles of the temples or when
they grow blood-red and purple at
the coming of eve. But more often
does this scene appear to me as the
very gate of Paradise, which, if im-
mortality be not the veriest myth, I
shall one day enter with my faithful
dog at my side, and whither my
wite. my friends and my hunters

have gone before to await me.
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from China to India, from Russia to.

‘| wanders

.| memorable

“ ‘How can 1 doubt’? continued
the High Priest. ‘In this place
doubt is impossible, else, why all
this
beauty, this grandeur,

these wonders, surpassing
this deep
peace, this confident repose? No,
here is the Spirit of God, here one
must believe!’ ”’

“Such then”, says  Professor
James, ‘‘was Charles A, Brant,
These men learned to love to come
to the Grand Canyon not only for
its own sake, but because of the
fellowship they enjoved with this
man, whose eyes often filled with
tears, and whose voice was hushed
or made deeply vibrant as he spoke
of the Canyon. The combination of
man and divinity made scene was
irresistible and only those who fell
under his spell can understand or
comprehend it.

“‘One single item—the first, by the
his will—will

way, in help reveal

/| the tender nature of the man. After

i|requiring that his debts be paid,

before considering any human bene-
ficiary, he sets aside an adequate

sum of money for the care, so long

‘|as he may live, of his pet Airdale

“Razzle Dazzle’”, that uow
the and
premises, vainly and sadly seeking

dog,

about hotel its
the master whose voice he will never
hear again,

“No site could have been better
chosen for his resting place. It
overlooks the scene of his labors as

well as the canyon he loved, and

-| there, ere long, his [riends will place

a suitable monument so that his

services to traveling

.|mankind may not be forgotten'’,
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Leller da a Dend Friend :
Charles A. Bramt, Gromd Caomyoi—
My Dear Charles:

In yonder far fair Sield where g-uld_:-n
poppies bloom. where soft winds whis-
per aod purple sunset shadows linger,
where Aows the Eternal River that hath
neither seairee fof terminous, T see strofl-
ing hand in hand ithraogh Elysian glades,
with wide wondering eyes for every
Wossaen snd attuted ear far every bind,
you and your fair (Mga—ashe af the
raven hair and hazel orbs, heritage of
that famed Marseilles southland where
she was born, amd you with the fair
hair and eyes of your narthland Russian-
German  ancesiry—twa  lovers  straying
amid the scenes they will eternally wors
ship.

ok

They tell me you are dead, Charlic
Brant! Mol—you are nof, you cannat
he, you fever will be dead to me until
[ pass an=—for {riendship cannat dic, And
20 T am writing vou this letter, Charlie,
and you eannot deny me!  You know
Andrew Lang says In his letler to the
departed Thackeray: *Tlere are many
things that stand in the way of the critie
when he has a mind to praise the living."
fere am 1, conped in my reom and bed
for the day at “Bonheim,” and felly ce-
alize what Soceates says when he speaks
of *The Tmmeorality of the Soul" that
“The body is a source of endless wrouhle
to us by reason of the mere requircment
of food: and also is lalde to diseases
which overtake and impede us in the
search after truth, and by filling us so
full of loves, and lusts, and [ears, and
[aneies, and idels, and every sort ol
folly, prevents our ever having, as peaple
say, o miwch as a thowght.  HBuae my
momentary ills cannot prevent me, dear
feiend, from having thooghts of you—
and oo the wall opposite my bed hangs
a picture of your geod self as it has
hung for years to remind me of the
long time we have been friends; and
farther along on the wall hangs a prefty
calaced Taliam ot of the Castle of
Chiflon on the shores of Lake Geneva,
recalling to me my youthful schooldays
when Byron's “Prisoner of Chillon"
arpussd my Imagination. and reminds
me how [ was thrilled one beawtiful
midsummer Sunday aflernoon in 107
as my wile and 1 and friends sailed
awny from Montreiwxz aeross the hloe
waters of Geneva, and looked hack on
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SOME SIDE LINES FROM THE

MORGAN PARK DESK

A Letter to the Late Charles A. Brant, for Seventeen

Years Manager of the Famous El Tovar
Hotel at Grand Canyon, Arizona

this famous ancient casile and prisen
and majestic Mont Blanc beyond, just
as they appear io this picture. And a it
farther along on the wall hang photo-
geaphic pletures of the anecsieal homes
in Thuringen of my father and mather,
S0 you see, Charlie, though "conped in"
Tor the nonce 1 live in a larger sphete—
with you and my enviromment of the
wider world, for after all, my dear old
feiend, we abide in a house not made
with hands. bul the House of Sentiment
=the House of the Mind amnd Heart
Aod you recall that the immortal Tn-
geraoll, the fnest orator America has
yvet produced, declared: “Life without
sentiment is like an orange with the jaice
squeczed odt of t—moething but bitter
riml."
C

Put now T am going away hack, Char-
lie, among the bdographical facts, some
of which I learned long age about you
amd others in after years. You were
born En faraway Maseow, land of ice
aml sonw and mesques, your father a
Russian nobleman snd mother a Ger-
man lady. And when you came to Amer-
iea wou did p wonderfully =xne and sen-
gible thing, thaugh wou were but a Lad
Yoo once said to me; My fathers
name wae ofe af those Ruossian names
that carmot be spelled, proneunced or
remembered | my mother’s maiden pame
wps HBrande. so T adopted that, and 1o
make it atill simpler [ dropped the 'd)
and,” you added with that gquaint hunoer
with which you have always heen so
ready, “] am now a full-lledged memher
af the Duck famaly,”

And 85 a stripling yoo went 1o sea
and became a “steward” or what i
hotel paclance we call waiter, And after
a tecm at sea you landed in New York
amml hecame a waiter at the St Nicholas
Hatel on lower Breadway when that was
the finest hotel af Gatham., And while
there Madame Blavatsky, the notorioi:
Btuasian woman, the “Mather Eddy” of
theosophy. was a goest of the lodel and
as you coold use the Bussian tongue you
were assigned as her private waiter. And
vour have told me that she did not only
use profamity like a sailar but she cared
nat whether she had any garments on or
not whet you appeared in her room with
her meals, But with her theosaphic
doctrines and mot with her garments
ar habits she inferssied you, and wou
bought her hooks and other books om

theozophy,

Now let me get down to 8 date fixed
in my memory. Charlie, and T wender
can youo recall it? T was a guest of the
famous old Michigan Exchange Hotel in
Chetradt, bt September, s@lyg, years alter
the Hawley and Farnham Lyon regime,
when Charlie Eaton and Will Beyers
were clerks, T recall as yesterday the
htadwaiter as [ stodied him from my
peal in the dmmg room. He had bui
twenty yexes back of klm: a bit above
medium height; the blondest of pompa-
daor hair; eyes a5 blic as the sky above
alpie heights on a sunny day; Tosy
cheeks and skin as fair as a schoplgirl's.
[t was you, Charlie. headwaiter of an
impoartang hotel at the age of aof

Tt was in RS0 or B0 that the beau-
Hiul Montezoma Hotel was opened at
Las Vegas Hot Springs in Wew Mex-
iwn,  Several emploves, headed e Whll
P. Berers, lefe the Detroit hotel and
became attached to the Monteruma apd
you were among the nuember, oy boy,
becoming headwaiter of the swagger fe-
sart hotel of the southwest, And when
the houdse burnmed down a year or so
later wvou were ot only cul of a job
but et & library valved at five thousand
doffars! Yoo have never fold me a
word abauk it bae T koow the facts. Yoo,
a “kil" of zr. owner of a library of
rare philesophical works! Were you an
exceptional young man? 'l say wou
wEre.

And the vears went by and T saw
and heard little of yom, One day in
the latter part of the eighties, you, hav-
img in the meanitime wedded your dear
wweet Olga, eame to my office in the
Exchange building at LaSalle and ¥Van
Buren, and as you s=at down at my desk,
youd borst oul:  "Say. Mr. Boho. T am
probably the worst scared man today in
Chicagn ™ "What have you done?™ |
asked, ™[ have conteacted to go 0
Manteviden i South America to mwan-
age & new million dofllar hotel to he
hwilf there.” "0 pshaw!™ T reploed, “go
te it=yoai know more than all Sowth
America about eunning & hotel”  And
I'l het you dont remember this:  yoo
threw three temsdollar bills on my desk.
I exclaimed, "What are these for?™ You
replied: “OfF all the many letters T sent
down there yours did the most fo get
that job™ "Bue” [ demurred, "we are
not tunning a6 employeent office, and
I have no wile or children to give such




windfalls fo."
hills back.
Via London—as we Americans chiefly
teaveled o Sputh Americe—you sailed
with Olga for Montevideo, Hut alas! in
the middle of the hotel constructson
came the great Baring Brothers failure
apd cuerency dropl i one day o Two
and three cemts om the dollar, your
maopey in hank was lost, the hotel con-
strisction  was deopped, you and  your
wile made some tours into the hearl of

You refosed to take the

- =
F

i

. *‘ -y

“Touched Ly a light that hiath mo
A Elerr mever muRk,

Alnft oh aky med mousisln wall
Are Ooid’s greni piriures huong.'™

nam.

the continent and then returncd do the
gpood old U, 5,

Tt was in that now long ago time, my
wife and 1 were making a trip te Cal-
itorma—a soct af belated wedding erip!
Afer a stay at Sah Lake City T wired
you at Ogden, where you were manag-
ing the Depot Hotel far the UL P oroad
that we woold siop ower ose train
When we arcived you and vour wife
made ws fake your own suite of ronms
and held onto os for three days.  And
what never-to-be- forgotlen days  weee
those three days Tor the westward tour-
ists! To walk with you and talk with
you and dine amd wine with yod and
your sweetheart wife was a mile-post
along the pathway of life. C

Then next yoo took the stewardship of
the Grand Hotel at Mackinac Tsland for
a seasan, after which vou assormed the
mamagement of the Dretroit Club at The-
troit and remained four years, Each
year you wrote me after the club elec-
tian, stating you had a new howse com-
mittee and that "ooly God knows what
A new howse committes will do and bhe
won't tell,” so nat to overlook any new
Jeb!  And fnally Newherry (waz it
Teuman H.?) was elected chaieman of
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a iew commilbes and post decided he
was “impossible””  Then followed a
[our-year term at the Mercantile Cleh
in 5t, Louois, and then a four-year term
at the Union League Club in Chicago,
experiences filled with many neecesting
club stogies. some of which 1 may re-
late through the “Side Lines" some time.
Resigning fram the Undom Leagie you
went inie parmership with James R.
Hayes in the Park Haotel a1 Hot Springs,
Ark. But Hat Springs patronage was

Twenty-one

the El Torar a3t the Grand Canyon in
Arizona,  Never before was there so
ftting & selection for hotel management
a5 when the Harveys and Benjamins
selected you and Mrs, Brant to be host
and hostess of this unigue ino on the
rim of the world®s greatest wonder. Here
was  your satural hame; here  your
theone ; here your happiness; here came
men anid women of your mendal, maral
and euliural calibre, who could appre-
ceate Lhe fine and beadtiful and mae-
velous im nature—not merely the winers
and diners of city club and hotel life,
iere, my dear Charles, you mevelled
with your Olga oot only with the gods
of pinnacles, peaks and pines, buae i the
ripeness of your years and experience
came: the wisdom of youor long and deep
reading of the thouglits of mastér minds.

“They" lave been savimg emsch, Char-
fie. recently abour your "religion”  They
say vou have lately said that yoo came
to the cinyon an atheist amd you had
hecome a “believing Pagan™ O Bayl
that iz a subtle religious philosophy !
Who would not be & “helieving Pagan®™*
How often have you aod I discussed
these guestions! Do wvou recall sittinfg
in my home and reading with me an
article in the Pupular Sceence Montliy
magazime by that fine philesepher and
sclenticl, David Starr Jordan, entitled
*Ts There Life After Death?” We had
fnished when yoo exclalmed with a
dibians shake of ithe head, "I don't

"The canyom Eolde |38 Bresthiis no
W nbl e plaea ie cwicbed;
The nllenee of sterpisry
Beema falllag on the world*

leal

not wour Kind of folks secmally or m=
teblectually and you petired after a sea-
B0,

Then that great and good thing hap-
pened—17  yeara age—the bulding of

like that aruicle ! "“Why " I asked. “Be-
cause it is oo confounded convincing,”
vou replied.  Jordan had  analyzed
human life apd destiny by the laws of
nature, making man at pne with and 8
part of the cosmde law, and did &t so
clearly and simply that it scemed im-
possible to deny his conclifsions.  You
mever were an atheisd, Charles, but an




Twenty-two

agnostic like myself, affirming nothing
and denying mathing about the unknow-
ahble bt disagresing in to-to with the one
ethizal, eruel, obscene dogmas, doctrines
and recifzls of the old Hebrew hible.
Ah yes, my friend, you are a "believing
pagan” with a thousand wonderiul, and
beautiful and beneficent gods: to you
a heaven without your faithiul bhorse
amd dos without a million bird: and
hillien hlossoms and emerald  forests,
woald rot be 3 paradise but a hades
The Grand Canyon was paradise to you
until Olga passed away a year ago, and
then "in lomeliness and sorpow yoo could
see no bright to-moefrow,”

My mind rens back now to Igro—our
last mesting—when ouor Chicige Specinl
H. M. M. B A& irain fer Califomia
stopped with you a few hoors to view
the Canvorn—when our oeleal {efend
George Wharton James, who has written
so beautifully of your departure, came
on from the coast to address os on the
geclogy af the great abyss. Alas] how
fast the days have gone! Liule did 1
think that [ shodld aob see you and
Qlga agam. Bt

“Friend after friend deparcts—

Wiho hath not last a freend P—

There is oo umioit here of hearts

That finds tot heee an end!

But, my dear good friend of the long
vears, while I recall yoor kindly cowr-
tesies to myself, my wife and my Tittle
onies, your thoughtful generosities and
many long and lovely letters, your always
modest desire not to he newspaperized,
1 too reflect what a lovely success you
have made of life! how you have P
s model for your employes and a3s0-
ciates ! ewer fiem but always: kind; the
very sal of bonor and hemesty ; gentle,
loving spirit you have been, Charles,
dwelling with your Olga in a heautiful
world of mind and heart apart from the
iower world, and yet =0 human, so cof-
dial, that the great and the small have
lowed woui the great artists, authors,
scientists, woeld tourists who came to
study and to see. and wou have been
their counselor, guide and friend in be-
helding natare's most wonderful speci-

men of her handiwark, What a tribute |

these great ones have paid vouw, my
bluzseyed bhoy  from  Russial
bieried waour casket in Aowers and your
memery extolied in aweet acelaim, Cnly
fit Seplember did the editoe of the great
Lordas Timer visit the Canyon and you
were his guide and on the editorial page
of hiz world-Tamed paper he headed a
column *The Silent Gode™ and one-hali
deseeibed the "gods™ of the canyon amd
the other was a tribute to the High
Priest of the canyon—you, Charles, the
your name was nat osed.

And now yod and Olgn are laid o
rest on the brink of the mighty canyon
you have Toved and cherished: there
your gehes will rest from time 1o eler-

They -
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nity; yvour shrine will be a fmecea for
your friends and lovers; and for a thow-
sand years to come m this greag gov-
ernmeent park yvour tomb will be painted
out and the story of Mr. and 3lrs.
Brant and their worship ef the canyen
tald o coming geterations.  And over
voirr festing place will be placed an ei-
during monuement by your generons em-
ployers and frends. You have in your
days traveled the world over, bt yoo
comtld have selecied o more filling place
far yoor last long slecp, 5o in closing
this - letter may | express this prayer,
wear feiend, that peaes be forever unia
your ashes and vour memaey live ungo
the coming geneeaiions,
Hexny J. Bons.

The Brant Obacguica

The recent passing away of Charles A.
Brant, manager of the lleiel El Tevar,
Grand Canyon, Arizona, was the oeca-
gign of the most striking and nowble
funcral olscquies Lhat have ever iaken
place for any individual in the Great
Sputhwest.  Throogh the thought{ul
couctesy of Mr. Ford Harvey, head of
the great Fred Harvey System, operat-
ing the wast system of railway hatels
and cating houses and including the EL
Taovar, the cditer received photographis
views faken at the time of the funeral
on Drecember 16th, and while the pic-
tures do not lend themiclves well- for
newspaper reproduction, they - make 8
valuable and enduring memesnio of the
memorahle occasion.

The foneral services and cofemanes
taok place both at the hotel and under
the trees Al the brink of the canyon
where his remains were laid away. [Hs-
tinguished people came from near and

far, among them the author and becturer,
George Wharton James of Pasadena,
who spent six sedsons in the canyon and
has given the world the most important
volame deseriplive of it And among
the noded who were present were also
the Indians and Cowboys of Arizona,
who all loved and admired Mr. and Mrs.
Brant, and with bared heads out wnder
the pines they listened to the last words
spoken aver the remains of thiz excep-
ficnal hodel man and saw him consigned
ta the bosom of the earth at the spol
he Ioved so well. v-

Upon the antouncement of his death,
telegrams poured in from near and far,
three cables from  Londom  ordering
Aowers, and of floral tribotes, here in
the desert, where no Howers lLloom
Drecember, the casket was engulied with
1 wealth of the marest Blossoms. Tt
wad such an ovaton as any king might
wish Tor Efrom his people. Mr. Bramt
has often spoken to the eoditor of TrE
Horre Wosln of the great kindness and
comsrleration bestowed on himself and
wifie by Mr, Harvey and his assocktes.
and io this last sad year of his fife
during which Mr: Brant passed away
in % hospital at Los Angeles, there was
nagihing that Eoving thought and human
hands could do that was not done b
these warthy employers of a loyal em-
plove, To adequately and appropriately
complete the wonderful testimonial | to
Mr. amd Mri. Brant whose remains test
an the rim of the Great Abyss, a moenu-
menk will b erected as a shrine that
will symholize to all coming g'rn:r:.ﬁqn:
the lowve and lovally of fhiz eharining
man and woman, And may an artist be
found who can pui inte the marble the
spirtt that typified these twe great lovers
of nature.

-_— e

See pp. 42, 43 in the present volume for better-resolution copies of

the two photos of the Brant grave that are shown in this article.
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In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Brant

The houlder that marks the grave of Mr. and
Mrs. Chas. A. Braut on the South Rim of
Grand Canyon, Ariz., is inseribed :

“In this place doubt is impossible, else, why
all these waonders, this surpassing beauly, this
grandeur, this deep peace, this confident repose?
No, here is the Npirit of God; here one must
believe.”

Mr. Brant was an acnostie hefore going to
Grand Canvon; but the majesty of the canyoit
affected his life, and he said at one time to the
writer: *I am going to stay here as long as
I live. This canyon is my religion,”
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Ever since its inception, the now |-
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nationally known Hotel El Tovar,

has been most capably conducted|

Mrs. Charles A. Brant, Wife of El Tovar’s by Mr. and Mrs. Brant, and the

Well Known Manager, Expires couple have long been held in the

In a Los Angeles highest esteem by the officers of the

Fred Harvey system, of which this

|famous ‘resort hotel is ope of the

most prominent and profitable
plants.

Mr. Brant is understood to have
‘lacquired a handsome competency
‘land he and his wife were looking
forward to a retirement from active
Beanit. Whioh Tootrreats fan dans pursuits in the'near future and hoped

; . to settle down in a comfortable home

ago in a hospital at Los Angeles, | . : . ) ‘
: : : somewhere in California for the bal-
Cal., following a major surgical|, ancelof theicilives i Theleympathy

OD;ra“O"- A of hundreds of warm and admiring
or years gena REOyE ANt B nde il go outto Mr. Brant in

and his faithful wite have worked R arreatictions
together, side by side in the hotel|.
field, and the death of this most
estimable woman will prove a crush-
ing blow to her devoted husband,
who is himself ill and recently the
inmate of a hospital.

Hospital.

The friends among the hotel fra-
ternity and travelers (and their
name is legion) of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles A. Brant of Hotel El Tovar,
Grand Canyon, Arizona, will be
shocked to learn of the death of Mrs.

Note: Regarding the reference to Charles Brant’s hospitalization, the following also had appeared:

“Brant—Many friends in the hotel fraternity will regret to learn that Mr. Charles A. Brant, manager of Hotel El
Tovar, Grand Canyon, Arizona, from its inception, is now in Los Angeles, Cal., where he is the inmate of a
hospital. Mr. Brant has been quite ill for several weeks and his physician advised a change to a sea coast level.”

—National Hotel Reporter, December 21, 1920, p. 1

25




—— e -

CHARLES A. BRANT,
FAMOUS HOTEL MAN
| DIES AT CANYON

The great southwest lost one of its
troest and best friends in the death of
Charles A. Hrant, which occorred at
Grand Canyon Tussday nfternoon sk
350, He was taken with poramonis
about a week previous to his death.
All efforts to save his life were with=
aut oveil and he pageed on to join his
batowed wife, w{:"pm&d&d him en
the long journey last Christmes Day,
1020, in Los Angeles, His life seemed
devaid af all bhe loved hest since the
deaih of his wife; strugprle ns bravaly
a3 he would, the loss was always up-
permast in his thoughts,

Charles A, Brant was harn Au
Gih, 1669, st Moseow, Hussia, and he
came W America, landing in New
York, April 5, 1870, During his life
he held many high posifons in the
burtel world, and in 1594 was selected
by the Harvey Company ms manager
of the El Tovar hotel, which had just
boen completed and spened to the Eub-
llie, The fame of the E] Tovar and jta
| penial manager spread to oll parts of
fihe world through the friends he

mifus,
In the emrlier part of his life he
viriled] Furope several tmes and

IJSuuﬂn Ameriea and Alrica.

| Whila one of the most highly heon-
lored of all the Fred Harvey forces, he
did not eomfine himself to that work
aleme, but was an  enthusinstic eo-
worker with all the ageaciea which
went toward the making of the Grand
Canyen one of the greatest show
| places in the world; rich or poor wars
!treatedd alike by this big-hearted, na-
| ture loving man. Right was right and
wrong was wrong with him whenewer
or wherever perpelrated and during
the early period of the zeitlement of
the canyon, when there were many
contending elemenis, be was & great
hamonizer of mll interests.

The funeral rervices were held this
moming &t 10:30 st the Gramd Cuan-
yvon, condocted by Rev. Father Vabre,
and the remains interred juet west of
the Bright Angel camp along the rm
|of the greéat camyon he loved so well

The following tribute 1o Mr. Brant
'was written by Rev, Father C, Yabre.
Trust in the Lord, and do good: and
dwell in the land, and thou shalt
e fed with ite riches. (FPealm 348,
1, &} '

I Ansther epan of human life bas
been added 1o boumdiess stermity. In
apuee it reached from the shadows of
the Kremlin to the rim of-the Grand
[ Cumyon, and in time it started on the
|ith of Aupust, 1850, to end on the
| 4otk of December, 1921, Within those
twe -points  and  those two  dotes
Wi rnmmpus:'r‘d the career af
the dear depuried. Tts milestones are
{Continus] on Page Beven)
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+ (Continued from Page One)

fittingly marked out by the words of
the royal seer in praise of divine
Providence. Our friend trusted in the
Lord, and did good and dwelt in the
land of his adoption, and was fed
with its choicest hlossings.

Charles A. Brant knew this world as
few men ever did, and humnn nature
held few secrets from his etrating
mind. His travels had mﬁg him to
all parts of four cdntinents and his
keen observation served by a reten-
tive memory made him a walking
compendium of world-wide informa-
tion. Hence the peerless host to the
throngs of visitors who these seven-
teen years have flocked to the sub-
lima vim of this titan of ¢hasme. The
artist, the wiiter, the philpsopher, the
theologian, the thinker, the business
man, the eowboy, the child and the so-
Ehlutlmtm{ globe-trotter found in

harles A. Brant a most congenial
and entertaining sympathizer. To ali
he threw wide open the gates of his
unsu d hespitality. For only

one kind of I-E:e“nn did he ever show
conteampgt, had grown to love and
warship as it were this sublime mani-
| festation of divine omnipotence. The
Canyon wns the shrine of which he
was the high pricst. For dogmatic
pronouncements he had little use and
deplored the bitterness of feeling of-
ien engendered by intolerant doct-
rines, But to anyone failing to share
hiz worshipful admiration for the
grandeur of ghe Canyon he would un-
sparingly give the lash of his sting-
ing reprobation. On the other hand,
ha would readily warm up to the visi-
*tor who joined in his zeligious eon-
templation of nature’s masterpiece.
No wonder that auch & man reckoned
his friends by the thousand among the
people who have come and visited the
Grand Canyon.

Many of those were treated to
another side of the versatile mind of
the high priest. It was when after a
strenuous day of sight-secing the for-
tunate tourist was mdmitted into the
inner ¢irele of the cosy corner and
was allowed to listen to the tales of
that most skillful roconteur. The fa-
tigue frem a ride down the trail or
a drive along the rim would easily
yiald te the refreshing charm and en-
chantment radiating from the host's
personality.

26

As he often remarked, Charles Brant
came to the Grand Canyon with a
mind imbued with the sophistrics of
unbelievers, Ere long those [oggy
teneta of groundless atheism censed
to nave any hold on him. Thiz new
book of vevelation spresd out at his
feot engrossed his religious mind, and
he felt bound to proclaim repestedly
his belief in the (!)od whose almighty
power was o ovidently displayed in
the splendor of the Canyon.

Another distinctive trait of that
richly endowed nature was its untir-
ing kindness for the little ones and
the helpless ereatures of God. He
has been known to rise from his bed
and throw open the gates that kept
the thirsty cattle from the forbidden
waters of the reserve, He could not
stand to see amy living thing suffer
and would not hesitate to transgress
man-made regulotions when no other
way could be found to bring the need-
ed relief.

A heart so ternvler and so kind to
animals ecould not very well remain
deaf to the eall of distress from hu-
man beings. Hence when the world
conflict broke out and left a trail of
crying misery in its wake he spared
not his efforts mor his riches to go to
the relief of the widow and orphan.
His deeds along that line ara known
only to Him whe scrutinizes the hearts
Lof men, The acts of cherlty and kind-
ness performed by our departed friend
were not to be recerded on the serolla
of worldly fame.

MNow, dear friend, thou hast left us,
but the noble example of thy life will
be enshrined in pur hearts, We pray
«hat the God of love who makes the
love of our neighbor the touchstone of
cur love for Him may be lenient and
have thy soul in His g
He who was so kind to thee in this
valley of sorrow admit thee into the
company of Hia elect where, we, thy
B0 1 friends, hops to join thee
when our race §s run and the hand of
time bids us pass from the shadow of

death to the sp]enﬂfﬂ of etarnal light.

L
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iCI—i.ﬁFtLF.S A. BRANT
DIES AT CANYON

Chas. A, Brant manager of
the El Tovar Hotel at Grpmned
Canvon, since that hou-- wos
lirst opened, died at b home
[there on Tuezday afi noomn.
He contracted preumon . obors
a week previous to hir leath..
The most expert medi .ol aid
was called to treat him bot al®
eiforts to save his life were of
no avail. Mrs, Brant hia heloved
wife, preceded him almust a
vear and since her death he had
Iost hizs old keen interest in life.
He found life robbed of s zect
without his wife beside him and
he could not overcome a loang-
ing for the day when he should
be called Lo join her,

Funeral services were copn-
ducted thiz morning at 10:36
et Grand Canvon, by Rew.
Father Vabre. Burial was
made on the top of El Tovar
Hill. It iz probable that the
remuains of Mr=. Brant will be
brought from Los Angeles and
laid at rest beside her devoted
husband.

Charles A. Brant was born in
Moscow, Russia, Aupust Gth,
1859, He came to America in
18TA. Here he engaged @
If'l-DtEl work and during hiz life
hald many high-pozitionz. He
'was chosen to take charge of
the El Tovar when it was first
opened in 1904, and he con-
tinued to hold that position an-
til his death. He was as so-
licitious of the comiort and wel-
fare of those of moderate
means as those of the wealthy
and this made him generally
beloved. He did not confine
hiz efforts merely to the fulfill-
ment of the daties encumbent
upon him thra his pogition, but
was mindful of every oppor-
tunity te upbuild the name and
fame of the Grand Canyon be-
fore the nation and the world.
In his death the great South-
west has lost one of itz most
ardent friendsa.
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Death Of Charles A. Brant, Manager,
From Its Inception, Of The Famous
Hotel El Tovar At Grand

Canyon, Ariz.

Charles A. Brant, who passed
away on Tuesday last at the famous
\botel of which he was the manager,
was one of the most unique charac-
ters in the American hotel world.
Born in a foreign country, but living
nearly all his life in America, he
spoke the English language with a
foreign accent, which only served to

versation.

During  his long
lite, Mr. . Brant
experiences. He
vears the very popular man-
ager of the Union League Club in
Chicago. At one time he managed
the restaurant in the station of the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railway at Milwaukee. He was a
partner with James R. Hayes in the
Grand Hotel at Mackinac Island,
Michigan, and the Park at Hot

and
had

busy
varied

add to the interest felt in his con-|:

was for severall

.| brief obituary,

Springs, Ark. He was at an earlier
period in his life connected with the
Montezuma Hotel, Las Vegas Hot
Springs, New Mexico. He once
went to South America under con-
tract to manage a big hotel, which
was never erected. When the Hotel
El Tovar was built at GrandCanyon,
Arizona, by the Santa Fe Railroad,
Mr. Brant, who was already in the
employ of the Harvey system, was
requested by Mr. Harvey to turnish
and organize the new hotel. He
went there, not expecting to remain,
but he continued the manager of
that now famous hotel, from the day
of its opening until his death.

Mrs. Brant, who was a helpmeet
to her husband in the fullest sense
of the term, died several months
ago, and Mr. Brant, who was even
then in poor health, has since con-
tinued to fail, until death called him

.| hence.

As stated at the beginning of this
he was a unique
character, and it should also be said
of him that he was an extremely
lovable man and highly respected
by all who knew him.

Page 1
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SA RCOPHAGUS FOR BRANT

1

]
Is Hewn Out of the Solid Stone And Overlooks The Canyon That He §
"

238 L8 U L b

2
e

So Loved And Worshiped.

3:‘1%!:’—6‘# IR BT TR SR B AL AL RS BV A 2L

There has never been a death in|scene that I shall always remem
the hotel fraternity of the United|ber.
States that has attracted wider at-| ‘‘His final resting place is ideal,
tention or caused more universal|l am sure just as he would want
sorrow than that of Charles A.|it. Mrs. Brant was buried in Los
Brant, manager for 16 years of the|Angeles, but her remains will be
Hotel El Tovar at Grand Canyon, | brought to the Canyon to lie by his
Arizona, which occurred Decem-|side. They blasted out of the solid
ber 16. rock, an excavation eight feet square

Concerning the funeral services | Which will provide a resting place
held at Grand Canyon, Mr. Ford|for both, and T have it in mind to
Harvey, head of the Harvey sys-|improve the same in a way that will
tem, which operates Hotel El Tovar, |2Ppeal to the hearts of those who
writing to the editor of the Narronar, |loved him and his dear wife’".
Hotrr REPORTER says: —

“There must have been three
hundred friends in attendance and

included among them were leading
'|oﬁicials of the railway company, of
".0[11' organization, distinguished ar-
| tists, employes, representatives of

three or four different tribes of

Indians and old pioneers, making a
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Chas. Brant's Grave on Grand Canyon’s Rim

Charles A, Brant, manarer of {the Kl Tovar
Haotel, Grand Canyon, Arizona, died Deeember
19, and is buried on the rim of the Canyon,

Mr, Braut was a remarkable man in many
wavs, First of all he was a hotel man, eourteous,
able, and one who loved his ocenpation,  He had
been manager of El Tovar tor seventeen years
and during that time had met many thousands of
visitors to this wondertul ehasm, awd never tired
of telling of its influence on his hife and on all
who have eonseiousness of' a soul. **This Canyon
ts my religcion™ he onee said to the writer, “I
shall live and die here.”

Two vyears ago the editor wrote Mr. Brant
that he hoped 10 pay hinn a visit, eaming by
way of Balt Lake City and the North Rim, and
erossing the Canvon on the eable at the foot
of Bright Angel Trail. e veplied to our letter,
“Frankly, I do not think the eable safe for eross-
ing, .. .. 1 regret exceedingly having to tell
vou this. ., ., I would not advise vou to un-
dertake the erossing, ... . F wonkd eertainly
not eare to have you, my dear Mr. Willy, eross
on what we consider a preearious eable,  Trust-
ing yvon will come up here by a less hazardous
route. . . 7

So it was, his eonsiderateness: he would not
have a triend’s life endangered in making him
a visit,

His funeral was remarkable from the laree
namber of races who mourned him—Indians,
Furopeans, Asiaties, Afrvieans. men of note in
polities, business, science, who journeyed tfar to
honor the last rites: and messages of apprecia-
tion and sympathy were cabled from many parts
of the world,
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PUBLIC RECORDS

Data are transcribed here from records viewed at Ancestry.com in 2026. Discrepancies between
registers may be noted, as users of such records often encounter.

United States Censuses

[transcriptions of selected data, thus]

U.S. Census: 1910
Brant, Charles A., aged 50, married 17 years
born Russia, father born Russia, mother born Sweden
immigrated 1875, naturalized [dates of naturalization not given in 1910; but compare 1920]
occupation General Manager, El Tovar Hotel

Brant, Olga Zina, aged 35, married 17 years

born France, father born France, mother born France
immigrated 1878; not naturalized

occupation Asst. Manager, El Tovar Hotel

U.S. Census: 1920
Brant, Charles A., aged 61, immigrated 1875, naturalized 1913
born Russia, father born Russia, mother born Russia
occupation Manager Hotel

Brant, Ololga [sic], aged 45, immigrated 1875, naturalized
born France, father born England, mother born France
occupation “None”

Thus far Charles Brant has not been located in Censuses for 1880 or 1900 or in early immigration
records. Olga (Frappier) Brant has likewise not been located.

Other

An “Inward Passenger List” recorded in Honolulu, October 8, 1910, for the S.S. Mongolia (E. P. Kitt,
Master), lists among those in “Cabin for San Francisco” Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Brant, aged 45 and
40 years [sic], respectively, traveling with nine pieces of baggage (accessed via Ancestry.com). The
Brants’ holiday to the Orient was mentioned in corporate news notes in The Santa Fe Employes’
Magazine, Vol. 4, no. 10 (September 1910), pp. 76-77, and no. 12 (November), pp. 81-82.
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Charles Brant’s Naturalization Records

The significant portions of the various forms and communications are in facsimile, but cropped,
derived from the Public Domain content posted to Ancestry.com. Brant had intended to pursue

naturalization in 1906 but did not in fact become a citizen until 1914.

B pire IMgirict Court of e Fourtl Jadichrl Dstrict of the Terrftary of Arfzens, noamd for
Yearvapnd County.

Declaration of Intention to Become a Titizen
of the United States.

UNITER STATES OF AMERICA, |
Territary of Arfgoau, - 5%,

Caunty af Yevapal :
(ENE L . M 4?’&{/;:\_ ............... « o declare,
it W W T mﬂ? . i the. % :
M _____ ﬂM/J oy

;25"1,

it f camyf tire fadfted Stotes mmd famded of the Port of 2
.......... . k{ e oy | Y |1 'Uh-—- iy af A’J?%')"L{.' . j
Mt Bfs Do fide miy fulention o become a citfeen of the Uuited States of America? amd

Hhiat T oo ahsolutell and eatfrely renounce apl ghinre ali allesiasce aod filelity to every for-

el Pripgl Protentate, Stotes, mmd Sou

DLy I R Std

of witfch £ am pow @ selject.  So eip me f:mﬂ f E

‘,' ., M’«'—"‘!{ 190 %
L 727 7l

WirsiReCVer, iaend prartfegfariy fo.

Subseribettiod sworn to bofore nwe this.
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A u-lrun"-w(w\:-'wn! L %

PETITION FOR NATUHALlZATlON _
W ﬂl J'M . ,;‘,'( J’Wmm ofé‘%;ﬁd‘ud ﬂ:ﬂﬁaﬁf—? jmp, @(M, f?‘ﬁﬂ.

In the matter of ﬂi'u pebition of .......... ok Mtaotd... . to bs admitted a oitizen of the United States of Arierica.
o the . .._51'5 iﬁff 2T VTY A Court of. ffﬁtdmg&ﬂm 4. .&?fuf

eV T ae ] @6"1&& .......... sstpully shows:
s Pired, My Tt NANE D e ﬂquM ......... e
Scond, My placs of reridance (s sumber ...... O e wireel, B op

"I a s T o' 1 I o
ﬁ P e i ajﬁm.r ;g? s
ird. 2y ossupationti ..... 2, ﬂ,ﬁ“‘ﬁf" M AP A i S TN SRS T atterd R
Fourth. Iiwas born on the ...nFomn dagiof .t éﬁ«. .......... f Ezw Damini :f{ﬁ__. at __ Phedde e, i L e

Pifth. I amigrated to the United Slates from —.......... 0.0 STl S soaey
. anno Domint 1EZc_, and arrived at the purt o ﬁ:&n’, f et ol e

L on ar gboud dhe

f. T ‘.., . remceaeego g b Bl Emiked States, on tha v LA
Sizth. I daglared my intention, fo become a citizen I'Jf"ld nited States on bl il .day 0;‘.......m..ﬂf ’ e cenes s AHHG Doming ;,(,f,é
o e i Mﬂ«ﬂ‘ﬂ &=t 7 — = in the -LJM Ot ALt il S a2 20
Sevenih. T oM ieeanierenns married, wife's mame i1..... d‘-? ...,.,,-K./... vemeee She war born
18 evrnreennesnren e AT LA T, FARZICELL ... . and'now resid d’a‘-maﬂ édﬂ: /—n 7 J"""‘" o Thave .20 ehildren,
_':"' r + 4 ,_. = et fakiam mmamiasans — s

;qim f am ﬂal a d.i.a-n."p in or opposed to qrgn.i;ﬂ{ forernment or a mrmhnr nr Br nmllumt with any ar{nnlml’hul ar My urpfrmu traching -!r;bn.'lrf i argantzfd'.
ﬂmﬂltl I am not o polygamist ror a bellsver in 1ha praciica of polyfdamp. I am attaehed to the principles of the Constifution of the Neifed States, and it i my (ntenifon (o
Breomia 4 d,unu aj' ¢ United States and t? remounes abrolistely uil- forevar all allegiones and Jdelily fo any foreign prinee, polenfade, sinle, or surereignly, und parficufarly fo

f{@ A Al ﬂ.l.rr,’i!ﬂﬂ_ ff {£‘4(ﬂ¢.¢. remmeemnmmememsmmmnnn oesieeinies oo OF Which at this time J am a "r,,_h., Canid §8 [ iy dntention to reside
pmmully in the Fnifed Siater. &
Minth. I am abla fo speak the English language.
Fenth. have rerlded comtimuously in thea Dniled Stater of J“fr‘lm for a ferm of floa yenrs at leasd J.lllﬂllhlul.lﬂ'nr preseding the date of (his petitign, fo wif, rinea

TP * Allisdir: 1T .(.'Z?fl/ltxfe.. . nnmwwm!nt 1 .:7 Jd inthe };murv [T S — e i . p for oma year ab least next

preceding the date of this pmmﬁ to wif, sines the. day of .. de fileseider . mano amini m;—'.i'f_. i
IWIH'-\UI- S — o festHromdt a ta g e, f nstrde pieditiva far ﬂ!nﬂuﬁlp fo the .. b """(f foad Court of
i ccl ’." A,n, (Areed p"'ﬂ'r i 9&: e A0 ay o .?b’.- rARfie e Homini £ i/-."J' oo ou tinik Ehe
YF) -w e il ceds ; ‘.:/ iy / ¢ £ HiT
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f j{ﬁg _He'Ir W T L Cyinhed ERe cange of siel denial fias sinee been egred or remooed.}

ttached Nereto uné made o pﬂrl n,r mu p{\mhnwmy declaration of mmm.m fa Beeome a eitizen of the United Siates and the sertiflents from the-Deparkmentof Comomerce
and-Ieier Hvutr-d by law., Wherefors a'ullr pelitioner prays thet ke may be admitted o eltlren of the Uniled Siates nrfm erica. i

_______ "*m? q «u?m ;u_.

&ﬁld&%{ ﬁt R 2R P .
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lomar.] Lo

®1f the allew nrvivmd eibersben than Ly vesssl, the chirmeinr of coavmpance of oukes of Imnsp du comupmny -lnHH In|h“

umu l'!mll L] IAHC?F

! &ag -y Ciark,

NP ]

A,ﬁ

Declaration of I fion b o o e amt of Do mad-Labor fAled ihia .00

W ef .. __t?'_rr;_f.'_ fesrt :frr TT.L o
A —

A 18

(continued)
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(continued)

ORDER OF OOURT ADMITTING PETITIONER

Tpon consideration of the petitton of ..o .. and offidavits in support thereof, and
further testimany taken in open Court, it {s ordered that the midpomianei-‘, who has taken the oath required by law, be, and hereby is, admilled
o become o citizen of the United States of dmerica, this e gl DI

(It is further ordered, upon consideration of the petition of the sald . . cennsssnnsmnnsaceeony St fis nama be, and

horeby is, changed to oo, UNder authority of the provislons of section € of an acl entitled “An Act to
establish o Burcaw of Immigration and Naturalization, and to provids for o uniform ruls for the naturalization of aliens throughout tie
United Stales,” approved June 20, 1808.)

By the Court:

/”5,7 ol

Cn 7. 12ev /ﬂ/-(’w:’(/
@. 14‘-“—_7?/".\
e é‘*ﬂmf.‘m af}ﬁm, K o ovdersd Ut~
)‘é, f’m-fow'ty ?ﬁ/#& o /W‘J‘m /d'géuo’?%r
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THE BARON OF EL TOVAR

B TOVAR
Grand Canyon Arig

Feb 4 1014
Yr. Chas. H. Adamao,
Clerk of the Superior Coart,
Flagataff. 3
Ly Dear !'r, Adnms: .

Regret having to trouble you eo much. Thanks for
your wire received in answer to mine of yesterday, your !
wire readins as follows: "linturalization examiner here r
on sixth only if continued mey not ke heard until August.

Come if pogaible.®

Regret exceedinzly haring to postpone ihe matter
but it is impossible, on aceount of business, for me to be
away from here on the sixth as we have some very important
matters here at. that time; hence I will have to ask Tor a
postponement until August. wWill ¥ou kindly have tnis poat-
ponement filed and have me notified of the hearinz in Aurust
wien I trust I shall have no difficulty in getting away.

I teg to remnin,
Respectfully po urW
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IN THE MATTEK OF TIIE PETITIN OF

’ Fifed vy
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Sralozepdfeed avpeel sieorn to befive me, fnoopen Soned, dhis., .. E,_ T T - &M}aude“r .......... o o 02, ﬂ?‘.{f‘

[arar.] I
_____ ﬁff@ 8

ORDER OF COURT ADMITTING PE'Iﬁ;NER

atpnd afegueatsie, wued fherd F it beae Braea Jeed i aarel NH.r_rfr'mrrv: fa Hie sane.,

/ 4
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Charles Alfred Brant Death Certificate

i Y

5 st ek ARIZONA STATE BOARD OF HEA@TI‘!{
;E County. COCONINO . BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS State Index - - No. ’
g pistrict, NALEIANS K S County Registered No..:&::t %
m e o
E Town ERTIFICATE OF DEATH  Local Registrar's - No....cocoos
<2 |lor city.EBmeeel Lz o7 ZORIGINAL C
bE

1 £ -

. &8

. E

' % o etk o I

I o8 e : =

: 5“:’ PERSONAL_ AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS T * " MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
= e o N DA’I‘EOF“DEATH
o SEX o CororRass, | SNGER— .
i X Wihite Fadirn MARTIED [ S /Q,_ /3
=u M Black—Chisese WIDOWED » ol
rI-% o | Mestommry . i | e DIVORCER. ) ©  (Month)  (Day) (Yeur)
<z DATE OF BmTH ! e

:6 e g ,W I he.ebs certl[v that 1 attended deceased from.. —&‘t Q

il Ml i e Hea E"eﬂ/ = 1921 that T last saw h._s»salive
5 4 L &

‘M"ﬁh) L T on. -.&s.—g,f 3 191L_, and that death occurred on the date

‘It less-than 1 day -

_‘,‘..‘...‘..dhyé el TS, OTilo D | stated abcve ata ﬁ MM, 'l"he DISEASE or INJURY causing

”7 death was llows e
5

OCCUPATION «: -~
(a) Trade,- protmsnon or -
particular kind of work...
(b) General’ nature of mclustrs,
business, or estab!isbmenl in
which employed or (employer).

BER’I‘HPLACE
(Staie or Conﬂtry)

NAME OF: 1 not, ‘where?
i M W corcmmnvronv
BIRTHPLACE OF: . " 5 oy

FATHER
(State or- Owntry)

MAIDEN N‘AME OF
MOTHER _

YIS, .. mos ..Ei.day«

]
i
; o= £08
e [ AL |fWas diseaze wntracted in Arizona’ L/E/)-—

FILL OUT ALL BLANKS.

PHYSICIANS should state CAUSE OF DE

btained, insert word “unknown’.

Incorrect certificates will be returned for correction.

..Mmos. g ...days...

PARENTS

F - || *In death from wolent causes state (1) rﬂeans’ﬁf injury, anid
ermpmcg oF AN SV i T (2) whether Accidental, Suicidal, or Homicidzl.

MOTHER - 7 B R, o b

(State or- Oountrv)

The Above is True to the Best of My Knowledge, * °

If any item can not be o

- At plaee of deat fs ..... mos....ds. - In Arivl,er ..... mos.....qs.

AGE should be stated EXACTLY.

. Former or. Usum Residence ..., ]

3 (Informant) "zl ; : : oY iy
=E Filed
=L (Address) 3 7 _

LR e R M o i ot &
2% || T PLACE OF BURIAT, OR | DATE OF BURJAL v et ] /7192 _f ) (Miu’({_
SE RE OVAL | REMOVAL &% ¥ Hagietrar,
25 ! Fil
L c
i i

E lV 102 '1% /?. %ﬁ
Conaty Registrar,

;%NDERTAiEz ; ‘ e .

Note: The attending physician, R. O. Raymond, was a well respected Flagstaff doctor. See Susan
Johnson, “Dr. R. 0. Raymond—the Most Memorable Man in Flagstaff,” Arizona Daily Sun, July 26, 2023.
See also brief notes and a photo in Tim Wilson, “‘Someone call for a doctor?’ Grand Canyon Physicians
and Nurses, 1890-1940,” pp. 57-62 in Those Who Made a Difference: Proceedings of the 6th Grand
Canyon History Symposium, Grand Canyon, Arizona, November 1-4, 2023 (Earle E. Spamer, ed.) (Grand
Canyon Conservancy, Grand Canyon, 2025).
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THE BRANT GRAVESITE

The Brant gravesite in Grand Canyon National Park holds the remains of Charles A. Brant
(1859-1921), his wife, Olga (1875-1920, reinterred from California after the death of her
husband), and their Airedale pet, Razzle Dazzle (d. 1928). There is no signage to this place,
and it is not included in the national park’s own guides. The approach to it is not regularly
maintained.

There are a number of internet sources, including Find a Grave, that present a few photo-
graphs of the gravesite, and an online video by one traveler takes the viewer there. These
show only highlights. The following pages present a more comprehensive guide to the Brant
gravesite. The present-day photos by Earle Spamer serve also as a record of conditions as of
August 2025. More than a century after the Brants’ deaths, their graves are well maintained.

A memorandum from T. L. Picco notes that information from Emery Kolb, Mrs. Catherine
Verkamp, and John Cunningham indicated that “[Charles Brant]| and his wife considered the
view, just west of the Village, to be one of the finest, and therefore, they made arrangements
to be buried on the rim, before the area became a National Park. They also made arrange-
ments to have their dog buried on the same spot.”!? This site also takes in a view of El Tovar.

It is clear that visitors do come to this little cemetery, as stones have been left on the
graves and monuments. Even the grave of Razzle Dazzle has been adorned—with sticks.

Records from the Brant Estate'® include a creditor’s claim for $300 from J. E. Shirley for

... services of self and necessary workmen and equipment for excavation for interment
of Mr. and Mrs. Brant, size of excavation 12 ft. by 12 ft. by 7 ft. deep, in solid rock at Rim
of Grand Canyon, and for work in building division wall in excavation and for filling
graves and removing debris.

James Earl Shirley (who went by Earl Shirley) was the livery manager for Fred Harvey at
Grand Canyon. An additional creditor’s claim in the estate papers notes: $10 “To cash
advanced Bill Bump for running compressor for drilling and digging grave.” Another claim,
submitted from David Babbitt of the Flagstaff Undertaking Parlors, records that Charles

12 Memorandum prepared by T. L. Picco, October 26, 1959 (Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection,
Brant file; courtesy Kim Besom, Feb. 18, 2026.)

13 Estate records from the papers of the Superior Court of Arizona for Coconino County, accessible online
through Ancestry.com (see Note 6).
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Brant’s casket was of copper and bronze; cost $1,200. The claim also notes a “Vault Burglar
Proof Steel” in which the casket was placed. (See photos on the following pages.) Charles
Brant’s death certificate notes that the undertaker was Edgar Whipple.

Dama Margaret Smith, wife of Grand Canyon’s Chief Ranger (Charles Jerod Smith, “White
Mountain”), recollected the night when the grave was having to be unexpectedly prepared:

The tomb had to be blasted from solid rock. All night long the dull rumble of explosives
told me that the rangers, led by the wearer of the Croix de Guerre [a ranger, not
identified by Smith, who had been decorated with the French medal for valor during the
First World War], were toiling away. The first snow of the season was falling when the
funeral cortege started for the grave. White Mountain and other friends were pall-
bearers, and twenty cowboys on black horses followed the casket. Father Vabre read the
burial service, and George Wharton James spoke briefly of the friendship which had

bound them together for many years.'*

Rev. Cyprian Vabre was the Catholic rector of the Church of the Nativity in Flagstaff, and
George Wharton James was the well-known author of Grand Canyon and other Southwestern
ventures. Both were good friends with Brant, and the father also was a witness for the
hotelman’s naturalization as a U.S. citizen. Fr. Vabre also presided over the reinterment from
California of Olga Brant three weeks after her husband’s interment.

14 Dama Margaret Smith (Mrs. White Mountain), / Married a Ranger (Stanford University Press, Stanford CA,
1930), p. 37.
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Charles A. Brant lies in repose in the Music Room of El Tovar.

David R. Tankersley collection,
Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection
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Top: Photo at the time of the grave services for Charles A. Brant, December 16, 1921. The casket rests
inside the steel vault mentioned in the undertaker’s invoice for services (see also a detail photo farther
below). The view in this photo does not take in El Tovar. (David R. Tankersley collection, Grand Canyon
National Park Museum Collection. This is the same photo as which appears in The Santa Fe Magazine,
Vol. 16, no. 3 [February 1922], p. 20, and in The Hotel World for February 4, 1922, p. 21.)

Left: August 26, 2025, the graves of Charles Brant (nearest to the viewer) and Olga Brant (who was
reinterred from California after Charles’s burial), from nearly the same perspective as the top photo.

Right: El Tovar can be seen through the two trees shown in the left-hand photo. The view in this photo
is from a slightly lower elevation nearby (see next page for the view from the gravesite).

(All present-day photos in this section by the author, August 25, 2025)



El Tovar and other village structures,
and part of Bright Angel Trail, as viewed
eastward from the Brant gravesite.

Enlarged detail from the photo above
showing El Tovar (compare illustration

A second illustration from the burial of
Charles Brant. El Tovar can be made out
at left (compare center photo above).
Compare also in top and bottom photos
the growth of the trees over a century.

This is the same photo as which
appeared in The Hotel World for
February 4, 1922, p. 21. (David R.
Tankersley collection, Grand Canyon
National Park Museum Collection.)
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Above — Charles Brant’s casket rests in the steel vault at the burial site.

Below — Funeral service, though it is uncertain whether this was the interment of Charles or Olga

Brant, which took place on December 16, 1921, and January 9, 1922, respectively. (Both photos from
David R. Tankersley collection, Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection.)
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The graves of Charles and Olga Brant after both had been interred. Olga’s reinterment from California
was on January 9, 1922, but the date of these photos is not known. Note that the rock wall has not yet
been constructed around the gravesite and the plaques on their headstone and gravestones have not
yet been placed. (Below, the photographer must have climbed into a tree.) (Both photos from David
R. Tankersley collection, Grand Canyon National Park Museum Collection.)
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Detail views of Charles Brant’s casket laid in the steel vault, which would be capped prior
to burial. (Enlarged from photos in David R. Tankersley collection, Grand Canyon National Park
Museum Collection.)
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To locate the Brant gravesite, proceed west a couple of hundred yards on the Rim Trail from
the Hermit’s Rest Interchange and head of Bright Angel Trail. Pass by the one-time “worship
site” on the rim to reach a more sudden upward incline. Watch the trail for markers that are
part of the geological Trail of Time. At the 3310 Million Years Ago medallion, face left
(southward) to view the faint trace that leads up to the gravesite. Take time to imagine the
affectionate devotion of the pall-bearers who carried the bronze and copper casket.

(Above) Embedded in the
paved Rim Trail is a medallion
marking the geological Trail
of Time.

A curve in the paved
Rim Trail is seen here —)

The faint trace leading away from the viewer leads to the
gravesite (occluded by trees from this perspective). View is
generally southward. The gravesite is approached from its rear
and side (see p. 50).
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View northward of the left side of the gravesite.
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View northwestward of wall construction from front-right corner; composed of rough blocks
of Kaibab Limestone perhaps derived from the excavation of the graves.
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The gravesite viewed southeastward from behind.
Enlargement below: The San Francisco Peaks can be descried on the horizon.
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The graves of Charles Brant (left), Olga Brant (right), and
Razzle Dazzle (background, left). Note the collections of stones left by visitors.
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Headstone for Charles and Olga Brant.
(Headstone for Razzle Dazzle at far left.)

Plaque on the Brants’ headstone

“In this place doubt is impossible. Else,
why all these wonders, this surpassing
beauty, this grandeur, this deep peace,
this confident repose? No, here is the
spirit of God, here one must believe.”
- C. A. Brant

The quotation from Brant first appeared in print
in an article about the otherwise unnamed
“High Priest” of the Grand Canyon by Henry
Wickham Steed, “Silent Gods,” in The Times of
London for September 12, 1921, and reprinted
as a eulogy to Brant in “Charlie Brant Has
Gone,” The Santa Fe Magazine, January 1922.
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Razzle Dazzle’s grave
with sticks left by visitors

Plague on Razzle Dazzle’s headstone
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A BARON BRANT BUFFET
(AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY)

These citations are re-presented in orderly form from the comprehensive El Tovar bibliography,
Queen of the Rim (Raven'’s Perch Media, 2026).

Unsigned

1904

1904

1908

1922

[Charles A. Brant.] In: About Hotel Men [secTioN]. The Hotel Monthly (Chicago),
12(138) (September): 19.

“Brant, Chas. A., will have the management of the new El Toro [sic] at Grand
Canon, Ariz.” (ENTIRE NOTE)

[El Tovar.] In: New and Remodeled Hotels [secTiON]. The Hotel Monthly (Chicago),
12(141) (December): 24.

“Ariz.—Grand Canon: Charles A. Brant expects to open the new El Tovar in
February. It will be one of the handsomest and best appointed tourist hotels in
America.” (ENTIRE NOTE)

The Baltimore Life Underwriters’ Association. In: The Companies [SECTION]. Baltimore
Underwriter (Baltimore, Maryland), 80(12) (December 21): 184-185.

Principally regarding the association’s participation in the 19th annual convention of
the National Association of Life Underwriters in Los Angeles. Includes remarks on
trip to Grand Canyon (p. 184): “At Williams, Ariz., the special train bearing by this
time all delegates and guests east of this point, was greeted by a delegation from
Los Angeles and San Francisco and deluged with oranges and flowers from sunny
California. Running up to the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, two days were spent
‘mid the scenes and enjoyments of this indescribably beautiful and marvelous work
of nature, this wonder of wonders, a mighty chasm more than a mile in depth,
thirteen miles across from rim to rim and two hundred and seventeen miles long.
The service and hospitality of El Tovar was most perfect, and Mr. Brandt [sic], the
genial host, will long be remembered for his unfailing courtesies and delightful
entertainment extended the entire party during these two memorable days.” (ENTIRE
NOTE)

[Notice.] The Daily National Hotel Reporter, (January 14): 1.

“Beneditto—Mr. S. L. Beneditto, for some time past manager of the Hostel Casteneda
at Las Vegas, New Mexico, for the Harvey system, with which concern he has
established a fine reputation, has been given marked promotion by the appointment
as manager of the famous Hotel El Tovar at Grand Canyon, Arizona, which has been
so ably conducted since its opening by the late Charles A. Brant of blessed
memory.” (ENTIRE ITEM)
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1914

1916

1917
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Foraging their way. Santa Fe Magazine, 9(1) (December): 40.

Miss Margaret Geist of Germany, and burro, “Jerry”, registered at El Tovar during
their cross-country trip, New York to San Francisco, a stunt (with conditions)
promoted by a syndicate of German newspapers.

“. .. during the week before Thanksgiving Miss Margaret Geist and ‘Jerry’
registered at El Tovar, en route on their 5,000-mile cross-country hike from New
York to San Francisco . . . .

“Jerry is the burro who hauls the two-wheeled cart in which Miss Geist rides
when she isn’t walking. [...] They must reach their destination not later than
February 5, 1915. If successful Miss Geist gets $5000 from a syndicate of German
newspapers, who will publish the account of her trip. One condition is that she is to
make the journey, foraging, as it were, on the country, without funds or food
excepting as picked up on the way; and another is that the burro must register in
wherever she does . . ..

“Just before reaching El Tovar Miss Geist’s cart broke down completely, and she
only had a few raw potatoes on hand for food. When she left—thanks to Mrs.
Charlie Brant [Olga], Walter Hubbell, et al[.]—her cart had new yellow wheels,
Jerry had a new harness and she was amply provisioned for a long cruise.”

A “Leaving Grand Canyon. This photo shows Miss Geist and ‘Jerry’ in front of El Tovar Hotel,
about to leave on the last long lap of their 5,000-mile journey.” (Santa Fe Magazine)

New pets at Grand Canyon. Santa Fe Magazine, 10(11) (October): 38.

Refers to Olga and Teddy, bear cubs on caged display outside Hopi House at Grand
Canyon. NoTe: Olga named for Olga Brant, wife of El Tovar’s manager, Charles A.
Brant; Teddy of course for Theodore Roosevelt.

Baron Brant of Bright Angel. In: Who's Who—and Why; Serious and Frivolous Facts

About the Great and Near Great [SecTION]. Saturday Evening Post, 190(10) (September
8): 27, 117.
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1918

1918

1919

1920

1920

1921

1922

1922
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A clean sweep. Uncle Sam finds even the canyons of the wild and I [sic] west in search
of soldiers. Twenty-six out of one-fifty called from El Tovar Hotel at Grand Canyon. The
Hotel World (Chicago), 87(1) (July 6): 24.
Chiefly quoted from hotel manager Charles A. Brant, including, “Uncle Sam made a
clean sweep of our front and back office . . . .”

Office [NEws]. The Hotel World (Chicago), 87(24) (December 14): 16.

Includes: “Charles H. Inglis, recently of the St. Francis office staff, San Francisco,
Cal., is now connected with the Hotel El Tovar staff, Grand Canyon, Ariz., as assistant
to manager Brant.” (ENTIRE NOTE)

An echo of the Greeters’ excursion. The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 27 (August): 74-75.

American Greeters organization. “It was a pretty hot ride thru Needles, but more
comfortable as the high plateau of Grand Canyon was reached. The party spent a
day at El Tovar. Some took the Bright Angel trail to the river; others made
excursions on the rim. Manager Chas. A. Brandt [sic] of El Tovar, whose religion is
the canyon, explained the wonders of this very wonderful place.” (p. 74) See also p.
75, menu, “Typical American plan dinner $1.50 at El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Ariz.”

Chicago. In: Among Ourselves [SECTION]. Santa Fe Magazine, 15(1) (December): 70-
71.

Includes note: “We regret to learn that Charles Brant of the El Tovar Hotel, Grand
Cafion, has been seriously ill for some time, although he continues to be active.
Mrs. Brant, who was for some time treated at the Mayo Brothers Hospital in
Rochester, Minn., also is still far from well. The many friends of Mr. and Mrs. Brant
all over the system extend best wishes for their early and complete recovery.”
(ENTIRE NOTE)

[Notice.] The Daily National Hotel Reporter, (December 21): 1.

“Brant—Many friends in the hotel fraternity of the country will regret to learn that
Mr. Charles A. Brant, manager of Hotel El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Arizona, from its
inception, is now in Los Angeles, Cal., where he is the inmate of a hospital. Mr.
Brant has been quite ill for several weeks and his physician advised a change to a
sea coast level.” (ENTIRE ITEM) [Note: At this time, his wife, Olga, was also in a
California hospital, where she died on December 24.]

Obituary. Death of Charles A. Brant, manager, from its inception, of the famous Hotel
El Tovar at Grand Canyon, Ariz. The Daily National Hotel Reporter, 50(296) (December
16): 1.

Charlie Brant has gone. Santa Fe Magazine, 16(2) (January): 23-26.
Memorial to and biography of Charles A. Brant, late manager of El Tovar Hotel.

Obituary. Chas. Brant’s grave on Grand Canyon’s rim. The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 30
(January): 57.
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1922

1922

1922

1922

1922

1924

Ball, Jack

1923
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Beneditto. In: Personal [SEcTION]. The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 94(3) (January 28):
14.

“Beneditto—Mr. S. L. Beneditto, for some time past manager of the Hotel Castenada
at Las Vegas, New Mexico, for the Harvey system, has been appointed manager of
the famous Hotel El Tovar at Grand Canyon, Arizona, which has been so ably
conducted since its opening by the late C. A. Brant.” (ENTIRE ITEM) Sydney L.
Beneditto.

The last resting place of Charles A. Brant. Santa Fe Magazine, 16(3) (February): 20.

Photo of the gravesite with coffin covered and surrounded by flowers, with extended
legend. Canyon view, but not toward El Tovar. Photo not credited.

[S. L. Beneditto.] The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 94(5) (February 4): 21.

Photograph with legend: “Mr. S. L. Beneditto, who has succeeded the late Charles
A. Brant in the management of the El Tovar Hotel, Grand Canyon, Arizona, is
another example of the Fred Harvey system of advancing its employes when the
opportunity presents. Mr. Beneditto has been managing the Hotel Castenada, Las
Vegas, N. M., for some years, and has long been with the Harvey system.” Sydney
L. Beneditto.

[Notice.] The Daily National Hotel Reporter, (February 8): 1.

“Brant—The finest portrait yet published of the late Chas. A. Brant, recently
deceased manager of El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Ariz., appears in the current issue of
the ‘*Hotel World’, of Chicago.” (ENTIRE ITEM) [“Portrait” pertains more probably to the
very personal reminiscences by Henry J. Bohn, which happens also to be prefaced
with a photographic portrait of Brant. See H. J. Bohn (1922).]

A Harvey-Brant monument suggestion. The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 30 (March): 27.

Proposal for monuments to be placed on the rim of Grand Canyon, commemorating
Charles A. Brant, former manager of El Tovar, and Fred Harvey.

In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Brant. The Hotel Monthly, 32(370) (January): 72.

Includes the inscription on the grave of Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Brant at Grand
Canyon.

Jack Ball’s impressions. National Hotel Review, 18(2) (October 13): 41-42.

Pertains to the conclusion of a 23-day trip by special train from New York and return
for the purpose of commemorating the opening of the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles.
See p. 42: “The awe with which one is inspired in viewing the Grand Canyon in
Arizona is well exemplified in the words of Charles A. Brandt [sic], for several
years manager of the El Tovar hotel on the rim of the Canyon, as follows: ‘In this
place doubt is impossible, else why all these wonders, this surpassing beauty, this
grandeur, this deep peace, this confident repose? No, here is the spirit of God, here
one must believe.'—C. A. Brant, 1921; Olga, his wife, 1920.” (ENTIRE NOTE) [Quote
taken from the Brants’ gravesite headstone.]
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1923 Jack Ball’s impressions. In: Ball, Jack (ed.), The Los Angeles Biltmore Souvenir
Supplement to the National Hotel Review. National Hotel Review, (December 15,
Section 2).

Bohn, Henry J.

Pertains to the conclusion of a 23-day trip by special train from New York and return
for the purpose of commemorating the opening of the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles.
See p. 42: “The awe with which one is inspired in viewing the Grand Canyon in
Arizona is well exemplified in the words of Charles A. Brandt [sic], for several
years manager of the El Tovar hotel on the rim of the Canyon, as follows: ‘In this
place doubt is impossible, else why all these wonders, this surpassing beauty, this
grandeur, this deep peace, this confident repose? No, here is the spirit of God, here
one must believe./—C. A. Brant, 1921; Olga, his wife, 1920.” (ENTIRE NOTE) [Quote
taken from the Brants’ headstone.]

1922 A letter to the late Charles A. Brant, for seventeen years manager of the famous El
Tovar Hotel at Grand Canyon, Arizona. In: Some Side Lines from the Morgan Park Desk
[coLumN]. The Hotel World (Chicago), 94(5) (February 4): 20-22.

Bohn, John J.

See also portrait of Charles A. Brant (1858-1921), p. [8]. And see also “The Brant
Obsequies” [by Bohn], p. 22, which notes that the photographs of the Brant grave
overlooking Grand Canyon (p. 21), taken just after the funeral on December 16,
were sent by courtesy of Ford Harvey. Both photos show the coffin covered and
surrounded by flowers; one, aligned with the length of the coffin and looking toward
the canyon, takes in El Tovar (though a little hard to see), and the other photo, more
from the side, takes in a better canyon view.

1911 The Imperial City of Silence. In: James, George Wharton, The 1910 trip of the H. M. M.
B. A. to California and the Pacific Coast. San Francisco: Bolte and Braden Co., pp. 43,
45-46, 49, 51-52.

Bohn reflects, at length, on the 1910 Grand Canyon visit by conventioneers of the
Hotel Men’s Mutual Benefit Association. “It is noon time. The train has been
groaning up the grades and curves to the El Tovar. Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Brant,
host and hostess, are there to meet any special guests, and all are welcomed to—
not a hotel, but what at a glance seems a great art studio, with possibly a hotel
plant attached somewhere in the rear.”

Chapple, Joe Mitchell

1906 At the Grand Canyon. The National Magazine (Boston), 24(2) (May): [unpaginated
section], [5 pp.].

Apparently this is final chapter of a much longer, serialized piece, “"A Month in
Mexico”, which relates to the widely advertised commercially conducted tours
managed by Charles H. Gates. See p. [4]:

“What a contrast all this solitary grandeur was to the cheery gaiety of the hotel!
Mr. C. A. Brant, the manager of the hotel, has not the only reputation of being one
of the the best hotel men of the world, but has experience reaching from
Montevideo, in South America, to Peoria, and the Union League, in Chicago and New
York City. In addition to all this he is a man thoroughly in love with the Grand
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Canyon and all its beauties, and never can the hospitality of Mine Host Brant and his
good wife be forgotten.

Cobb, Irvin S.

1919 Confessions of a platform weevil. (Illustrated by Herbert Johnson.) Saturday Evening
Post, 191(45) (May 10): 8-9, 80, 83.
Regarding the writer’s hotel stays. See under “The Best and the Worst” (p. 80) the
brief comment, “The best hotel in any small town in America is in Bend, Oregon, just
as the best tourist-resort hotel on this hemisphere is the one conducted by Baron
Brant on the rim of the Grand Cafion in Arizona.” (ENTIRE NOTE)

1919 The superlative in hotels. The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 27 (July): 78.

“. .. the best tourist hotel on this hemisphere is the one conducted by Baron Brant
on the rim of the Grand Canyon in Arizona.” (ENTIRE NOTE) General item with credit as
“Irvin Cobb in Saturday Evening Post.”

Hough, Emerson

1914 Made in America. What Uncle Sam offers to Europe’s tourist trade. The Saturday
Evening Post, 187(24) (December 12): 16-18, 40-43.

“There is nothing like the Grand Cafion in all the world for subduing human egotism.
The hotel manager tells you . . ., ‘'The Cafion takes all that out of them."”

1922 The President's forest. Saturday Evening Post, 194(29) (January 14): 6-7, 65, 69, 72,
75; (30) (January 21): 23, 57-58, 60, 63.

Regarding the Kaibab Plateau, but contains various remarks concerning El Tovar and
Charles Brant. On the North Rim, Hough comments on the perceived superiority of
scenery and ambiance on the north over the south rim. “Even our friends whom we
met fresh from El Tovar admitted that the North Rim views were wider, if not more
bold, and that the foliage coloration made it all more beautiful. When one says this
one feels the need of apology to Baron Brant, the stalwart manager at El Tovar,
who has made more map for the Grand Cafion than all other human agencies. It
seemed hard to be within twelve miles of the baron and not see him, but I sent my
card across the gap by his assistant, Mr. Inglis, who was over on foot. [] More the
pity that we could not call upon the baron. Two months later came the painful news
that Mr. Brant had passed away, forever, from the scenes he so long had loved in
which it is only fair to say he had been so great a factor of success. Not many men
have had so many friends. Deprecatingly he always called himself an innkeeper. In
fact he was a poet and a nobleman.” (January 21, p. 57)

James, George Wharton

1922 Charles A. Brant—an appreciation. Santa Fe Magazine, 16(2) (January): 26-27.

Memorial to Brant, late manager of El Tovar Hotel.
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Kennedy, Robert J.

1923 Pilgrims praise hosts as great trip ends; Los Angeles Biltmore pilgrims back home after
memorable journey—declare affair was unprecedented success—fine receptions en route
to New York. National Hotel Review, 18(21) (October 20): 39-47.

See note on p. 47: “V. Patrosso, manager of the El Tovar (who succeeded S. L.
Benedito, now of the Schenley, Pittsburgh), extended every courtesy to the visitors
and afforded them every facility for viewing the Grand Canyon that was possible in
one day’s stay. His assistant, C. H. Ingels, was with the organization in Charley
Brandt’s [sic] time, and recalled the visit of several members of the party in
previous years.” (ENTIRE NOTE)

Lorimer, George Horace

1919 “Let's go! Let's go!” in Charles E. Van Loan, Buck Parvin and the movies : stories of the
moving picture game (George H. Doran Co., New York, 1919), pp. vii-xiii. [An
introduction to a Van Loan memorial edition.]

See pp. ix-x: ". . . I like best to remember the days when we were out-of-doors
together at the Grand Canyon. Van needed a mountain, a horizon-meeting desert or
a canyon to set him off and give him room to play. At the Grand Canyon one can
walk a few hundred yards in any direction from the hotel and find himself in a great
pine forest, or a pathless desert, or the solitudes of the Canyon itself. It was there
we met for a fortnight once or twice a year.

“Van’s coming always made itself felt far down the line beyond Williams, when the
trainmen began dropping back to the smoker to hear him talk. Last year a brakeman
called up to me from a station platform: *Van went through yesterday on number
three,” and a little later our conductor stopped and, smiling reminiscently, exclaimed:
‘That Van Loan is sure a case!’

“Baron Brant, the Hopis, the Navajos and all the old-timers were usually at the
station to meet him, and as the train pulled in his long wolf howl went up in
greeting. Then some way the Canyonside, that had been drowsing in its hushed,
age-long way, woke up for an hour, with Van getting acquainted again and
apparently in twenty places all at once. Over at Hopi house [sic] the drums beat
louder and the Navajos danced more furiously; down at the corral the guides yelled
their welcome; in the hotel lobby the Baron alternately beamed at Van’s
affectionate epithet, ‘miserable old man,” and winced under the heavy hand [shake]
of his friend; from the floor above, dignified old Thomas Moran, irreverently dubbed
Kid Moran by Van, left for a moment the picture he was painting; and along the rim
the tourists received priceless, if somewhat fanciful, information in reply to their
questions. [...]

“Last summer I went back to the Canyon and everyone talked a good deal about
Van—that is, everyone except the Baron. At first he looked at me a little mistily, and
I think he was recalling the last time when Van was there, too, slapping him on the
back and jovially greeting him as a ‘miserable old man.’ I wished that I could make
him beam and wince again in the old way, before he began to shake hands
decorously with his rather conventional guests, but that was ‘Van's stuff.” So I shook
hands like any proper tourist and went out to the rim . .. .”
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Mugan, Esther L.

1910 (ep.) In the Harvey Service [SeEcTION]. Santa Fe Employes’ Magazine, 4(10)
(September): 76-77.

See p. 76: “C. A. Brant, manager at the El Tovar, accompanied by his wife, is
enjoying a trip through Japan, Hawaii and the Philippines, taken largely for the
benefit of Mr. Brant’s health. During his absence R. K. Starkweather is acting as
manager.” (ENTIRE NOTE)

1910 (ep.) In the Harvey Service [SEcTION]. Santa Fe Employes’ Magazine, 4(12) (November):
81-82.

See p. 81: “C. A. Brant, manager of the El Tovar, at the Grand Cafion, who recently
returned from a trip to the Orient, promises that after he has celaned [sic] up the
work that accumulated during his absence, and the events of his delightful journey
have resolved themselves into classified memories, he will try to give us something
interesting for our readers.” (ENTIRE NOTE) [Apparently nothing produced?]

[An “Inward Passenger List” recorded in Honolulu, October 8, 1910, for the S.S.
Mongolia (E. P. Kitt, Master), lists among those in “Cabin for San Francisco” Mr. and
Mrs. Charles A. Brant, aged 45 and 40 years [sic], respectively, traveling with nine
pieces of baggage. (Accessed via Ancestry.com)]

Steed, Henry Wickham

1921 Among the silent gods: The Grand Canyon. The Times (London), (September 12): 9.

See remarks with Steed (1922) reprinting.

1922 Silent gods. The Grand Cafion—a timeless ecstasy of contemplation. Santa Fe
Magazine, 16(2) (January): 27-30.

Swarth, H. S.

This item is published as a memorial to Charles A. Brant, late manager of El Tovar
Hotel. Preceded by the Santa Fe Magazine editors’ note (p. 27): “This appreciation
of the Grand Cafion was written by Henry Wickham Steed, editor of the great
London ‘Times,” and appeared as a special article in that paper. Many of our readers
doubtless would recognize, without being told, that the High Priest mentioned by Mr.
Steed was the late Charles A. Brant, manager of El Tovar. We had this article in
type prior to Mr. Brant’s demise, intending to run it as a tribute to the living—instead
it now appears as a requiem over the departed.” [The article first appeared as
“Among the Silent Gods: The Grand Canyon”, The Times (London), September 12,
1921, p. 9.]

(The illustrations accompanying this item were added editorially by the Santa Fe
Magazine.)

1914 Minutes of Cooper Club meetings; Southern Division. The Condor, 16(4) (July/August):
190-191.

See April meeting (p. 190), including among the new members elected, “C. A.
Brant, El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Arizona”. (The Cooper Ornithological Club, a
national organization of professional and avocational birding enthusiasts.)
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Willy, John

1919

1928

THE BARON OF EL TOVAR

A journey to North Rim of Grand Canyon. The editor rides for a thousand miles in
George Relf’s car thru desert, oases and forest and sees many strange sights. Travel
adventures away from railroad, telegraph and modern conveniences. A wayfaring that
brings few disappointments and many delightful surprises. Opening a book of new
pictures to delight those who travel with the glad eye. Pioneering the coming scenic
resort of the world—a combination of mountain, valley, desert, forest and canyon; of the
cultivated and the wild; of the new and the old—the climax capped with a penetration of
the greatest and most beautiful of natural forests, and the greatest and most wonderful
of chasms. The Hotel Monthly (Chicago), 27(319) (October): 45-64.

Author credit given only as “the Editor”. Retells in detail the events of a trip in an
8-cyclinder Hollier automobile, leaving Salt Lake City on September 3 [1919], to the
Grand Canyon and return.

See the section, “Mr. Brant's religion” (pp. 54-55): "Some years ago we saw
the canyon at sunset from Hopi Point on the south rim, and ever since that time this
Grand Canyon of the Colorado River has been a magnet. It has drawn us to the rim
with its magic for the third time; and it will continue to draw as long as we shall live.
Mr. Brant, who manages the El Tovar on the south rim, said to the writer, some years
ago, that the Grand Canyon is his religion, and that he expects to end his days in
this sublime wonderland.” (He did in fact; he, his wife, Olga, and their faithful dog,
“Razzle Dazzle” were in their due times buried in a secluded spot overlooking—more
probably continuing to oversee—El Tovar. Charles died December 13, 1921, and was
buried here on December 16; Olga had died December 24, 1920, in California and
was reinterred here on January 9, 1922; Razzle Dazzle died August 16, 1928.)

Fred Harvey'’s facilities and service at the Grand Canyon. El Tovar Hotel and Bright Angel
Camp—the public camps—transportation facilities—a visit to the tomb of Charles Brant.
Santa Fe Magazine, 23(1) (December): 23-30.

Byline notes that the author is “Editor and Publisher of The Hotel Monthly”.
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COLORADO EXPLORING EXPEDITION GENERAL REPORT —PLATE VIT

CAMP — COLORADO PLATEAU

. The RAVEN’S PERCH MEDIA colophon recalls this bird’s habit of gathering and caching objects.
Derived from original artwork by Balduin Méllhausen, it is a fine detail from the lithograph delineated by J. .
Young that is “General Report Plate VII” in Joseph C. Ives’ Report Upon the Colorado River of the West, Explored
in 1857 and 1858 (Washington, 1861), which depicts a wintry camp just south of the Grand Canyon. The scene
was sketched and described by Mdllhausen on April 10, 1858, while he was perched in a nearby tree. He noted
(in translation here), “a couple of ravens [paar Raben] croaked morosely on the bare branches of a dried-up
fir tree as they waited impatiently for our departure, so that they could scout around the abandoned campsite
for fat morsels.” (Moéllhausen, Reisen in die Felsengebirge Nord-Amerikas bis zum Hoch-Plateau von Neu-Mexico,
unternommen als Mitglied der im Auftrage der Regierung der Vereinigten Staaten ausgesandten Colorado-
Expedition. Hermann Costenoble, Leipzig, 1861, Vol. 2, p. 83.) Méllhausen’s original watercolor painting is
now in the Amon Carter Museum of American Art (Fort Worth, Texas;
https://www.cartermuseum.org/collection/character-high-table-lands-1988146).

The Raven’s Perch Media imprint was created in 2010 (website in 2018), but Méllhausen’s remarks on this
very scene were not discovered until the translation was made for Balduin Mdéllhausen’s Grand Canyon
(Raven’s Perch Media, 2022).



https://www.cartermuseum.org/collection/character-high-table-lands-1988146

H-1934 THE RENDEZVOUS, EL TOVAR HOTEL, GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, ARIZONA

ABOVE
“The Rendezvous, El Tovar Hotel, Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona”

Undated Fred Harvey postcard; postmark September 20, 1945, mailed to San Francisco. Message
on reverse: “Hello there! All set for the donkey ride. The place is beautiful, glad we didn't pass it
up. Enjoying every bit of sunshine too. El & Michael” (This view had been in use long before 1945.)

BACK COVER

“Hotel El Tovar, Grand Canyon, Arizona. Fred Harvey.” Postcard, “Copyright, 1905, by Detroit
Photographic Co.” Postmark February 8, 1906; mailed to Rock Island, Illinois.

View of the west (rear) side. Note the former water tower. Message written on front: “Feb. 8" 1906. We can
look down here 5255 feet to the river-bed. Leave tomorrow A.M. for Colorado Springs, Belle”. (On early
postcards the reverse was reserved only for the address.)

(Cards illustrated from the author’s collection)
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